The Canon of Scripture

Understanding God's Written Revelation and How We Received the Bible




INTRODUCTION

What Is the Canon of Scripture?

The term "canon" comes from the Greek word kanén, meaning "rule," "standard," or
"measuring rod." In theological usage, the canon of Scripture refers to the
authoritative collection of books recognized as God's inspired Word—the sixty-six
books of the Protestant Bible.

The canon represents those writings that the church has recognized, through
careful examination and the Holy Spirit's guidance, as bearing divine authority and
serving as the rule for Christian faith and practice. Understanding how we received
our Bible strengthens confidence in its reliability and authority.

"All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness."

2 Timothy 3:16



The Foundation: Divine
Inspiration

Before discussing the canon, we must understand that Scripture's authority rests
on divine inspiration. God superintended human authors to write exactly what He
intended, without error in the original manuscripts. This doctrine, known as verbal
plenary inspiration, affirms that every word of Scripture originates from God's
breath.

Peter emphasizes this truth: "No prophecy was ever produced by the will of man,
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter
1:21). The canonical books are authoritative not because a church council declared
them so, but because God inspired them. The church's role was recognition, not
authorization.




KEY CONCEPT

Self-Authenticating Scripture

God-Breathed Authority

Scripture possesses inherent authority
because God is its ultimate author. Books
don't become canonical by human decree
—they are canonical by nature of their
divine origin.

Internal Testimony

The Holy Spirit witnesses to believers
about Scripture's divine character. True
canonical books bear the marks of God's
voice, recognized by the faithful across
generations.

Church Recognition

The believing community discerns and
acknowledges which books God has
inspired. The church discovers the canon;
it does not create it.



The Old Testament Canon:
Jesus' Bible

The thirty-nine books of the Old Testament were recognized as Scripture by the
Jewish community centuries before Christ. These books were written over
approximately one thousand years, from Moses (c. 1400 BC) to Malachi (c. 400
BC).

Jesus and the apostles consistently treated these books as God's authoritative
Word. When Jesus referred to "the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings" (Luke
24:44), He affirmed the three-fold division of the Hebrew Bible. This collection was
already established and accepted in first-century Judaism, and Christ placed His
divine stamp of approval upon it.
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The Hebrew Bible's Three-Fold Structure

01 02 03

The Torah (Law) The Nevi'im (Prophets) The Ketuvim (Writings)

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon,
Deuteronomy — the foundational books of Kings; Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther,
Moses establishing God's covenant and law Ezekiel, and the Twelve Minor Prophets Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles

Though organized differently than Protestant Bibles, the Hebrew Bible contains the same content across these thirty-nine books. Jesus'
frequent citation of these Scriptures confirms their canonical status.



Why These Books and No Others?

Tests for Canonicity

Early believers applied several criteria when recognizing canonical
books:

e Apostolic origin or connection — written by a prophet, apostle,
or close associate

e Divine qualities — bearing marks of God's truth, power, and
holiness

* Widespread acceptance — recognized by churches across
geographical regions

e Liturgical use —read in corporate worship from earliest times

* Internal consistency — harmonizing with previously accepted
Scripture

These tests weren't arbitrary rules but discernment tools. The

believing community, guided by the Holy Spirit, recognized which
books possessed divine authority. Books that failed these tests—
apocryphal and pseudepigraphal writings—were rejected despite
occasional local use.



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Apocrypha: A Protestant Perspective

The Apocrypha (or Deuterocanonical books) consists of additional writings included in the Septuagint—the Greek translation of the Old
Testament—but not in the Hebrew Bible. These include books like Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, and 1-2
Maccabees.

Protestant Christianity follows the Hebrew canon, excluding the Apocrypha, for several reasons: these books were never part of the Hebrew
Scriptures, were not quoted as Scripture by Jesus or the apostles, contain historical and theological errors, and were not universally accepted
by the early church. While possessing some historical value, they lack the marks of divine inspiration that characterize canonical Scripture.

The Jewish historian Josephus (AD 37-100) confirmed that the Hebrew canon was closed and contained only the books Protestants recognize

today.



The Formation of the New Testament Canon

AD 30-100 1

Apostolic writings circulate among churches; recognized as
authoritative from composition

2 AD 100-200

Core NT books universally accepted; writings collected and
copied extensively

AD 200-300 3

Debate over certain books (Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2-3
John, Jude, Revelation); heretical movements prompt

clarification 4 AD 367
Athanasius lists the 27 books; widespread consensus
achieved
AD 397 5

Council of Carthage formally recognizes the 27-book canon



Apostolic Authority in the New Testament

The Foundation of Apostolic Witness

Jesus promised His apostles: "The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that | have said to you" (John 14:26). This
divine enabling meant the apostles' teaching carried Christ's own
authority.

Paul explicitly claimed divine authority for his writings: "If anyone
thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that
the things | am writing to you are a command of the Lord" (1
Corinthians 14:37).

Peter recognized Paul's letters as Scripture, placing them on the

same level as the Old Testament: "Count the patience of our Lord as
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you
according to the wisdom given him... There are some things in them
that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to
their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures" (2 Peter 3:15-
16).



The Four Gospels: Eyewithess Testimony

The four canonical Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—were universally accepted from the earliest period of church history. Written
between AD 50-90, they provide eyewitness or carefully researched accounts of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.

Early church fathers like Papias (c. AD 110), Irenaeus (c. AD 180), and others testified to the apostolic origin and authority of these four Gospels.
No serious contenders emerged, despite numerous apocryphal gospels written later. The church recognized these four because they bore the
marks of apostolic authority and eyewitness credibility.

Luke's introduction reveals the careful historical methodology: "It seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past,
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught" (Luke
1:3-4).



KEY DISTINCTION

The Acts of the Apostles: Historical Foundation

Authored by Luke

The physician and companion of Paul
writes the sequel to his Gospel,
documenting the early church's
expansion from Jerusalem to Rome.

Historical Bridge

Acts connects the Gospels to the
Epistles, showing how the apostolic
message spread and churches were
established throughout the Roman
Empire.

Theological Significance

Demonstrates the Holy Spirit's work in
fulfilling Christ's commission to be
witnesses "to the end of the earth" (Acts
1:8).



The Pauline Epistles: Apostolic Instruction

Paul's thirteen letters form the largest portion of the New Testament outside
the Gospels. Written to churches and individuals between AD 48-67, these
letters address theological questions, correct errors, and provide practical
guidance for Christian living.

The Pauline corpus includes Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.
These letters were collected early and circulated among churches, as
evidenced by references within the epistles themselves.

Paul's awareness of his apostolic authority is evident: "If

anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of
that person, and have nothing to do with him" (2
Thessalonians 3:14). His letters carried divine weight from the

moment they were written.



The General Epistles: Broad Application
) O==

James 1-2 Peter

Written by Jesus' half-brother, emphasizing practical faith and works Peter's letters addressing suffering, false teachers, and the certainty

as evidence of genuine belief of Christ's return

1-2-3 John Jude

John's focus on love, truth, and assurance of salvation for believers Warning against false teachers and calling believers to contend for the
faith

These seven letters, called "General" or "Catholic" (meaning universal) Epistles, were written to broader audiences rather than specific
churches. They provide essential teaching for the whole church across all times.



Hebrews: Superior Revelation

The Epistle to the Hebrews, though anonymous, was recognized as canonical despite early questions about authorship. Its profound theology
demonstrating Christ's superiority to angels, Moses, and the Levitical priesthood marked it as inspired Scripture.

The book's central message—that Jesus is the superior and final high priest who offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice—resonated with
apostolic teaching. Early churches used it liturgically and cited it as authoritative. By the fourth century, its canonical status was universally
acknowledged based on its theological depth, consistency with apostolic doctrine, and spiritual power.

The warning passages and theological richness confirmed its divine origin: "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son" (Hebrews 1:1-2).



PROPHETIC LITERATURE

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Apostolic Prophecy

The Apostle John received this revelation while exiled on Patmos
around AD 95. The book claims divine origin explicitly: "The
revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his
servants the things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1).

Despite interpretive challenges and early debates about its inclusion,
Revelation was widely recognized as canonical. Its christological
focus, prophetic authority, and connection to the apostle John
secured its place in the canon.
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Revelation brings Scripture full circle, echoing Genesis themes while
pointing to the consummation of God's redemptive plan. Its closing
warnings against adding to or removing from "the words of the book
of this prophecy" (Revelation 22:18-19) underscore its finality and
authority.



Books That Were Debated

1 2 3

Hebrews James 2 Peter
Questions about authorship in the Luther's concerns about apparent Stylistic differences from 1 Peter;
Western church; accepted based on conflict with Paul on faith/works; confirmed through internal claims and
theological content and Eastern church recognized for apostolic authority and external attestation
testimony consistency rightly understood

4 5
2-3 John, Jude Revelation
Brief length and limited early citations; ultimately recognized Symbolic content and early abuse by heretics; accepted for
through apostolic connection apostolic authorship and prophetic power

These "disputed books" (antilegomena) were eventually recognized by the universal church, distinguishing them from spurious writings that
were rejected.



Why Reject the Apocryphal
Gospels?

Numerous writings claiming apostolic authority emerged in the second and third
centuries—the Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Peter, Gospel of Judas, and others.
The church rejected these for clear reasons:

e Late composition — written long after the apostolic era, often in the mid-to-late
second century

e Gnostic theology — promoting heretical views that contradicted apostolic
teaching

e Lack of apostolic connection — pseudepigraphal works falsely claiming
apostolic authorship

* Legendary content — containing fantastic, unhistorical narratives unlike the
sober Gospel accounts

 No widespread acceptance — used only by heretical groups, rejected by
orthodox churches

These writings lack the divine authority, historical credibility, and theological
consistency of canonical Scripture.



HISTORICAL PROCESS

The Muratorian Fragment: Early Canon List

The Muratorian Fragment, dating to around AD 170-180, is the oldest known
canon list. This damaged manuscript names most of the New Testament
books, showing that the core canon was recognized very early.

It includes the four Gospels, Acts, thirteen Pauline epistles, Jude, 1-2 John,
and Revelation. This demonstrates that the church didn't wait for councils to
recognize Scripture—believers knew which books were authoritative through
the Holy Spirit's withess and apostolic testimony.

The fragment also explicitly rejects certain writings like the Shepherd of
Hermas for private reading only, not public worship, showing discernment
was active from the earliest period.




The Role of Church Councils

Council of Laodicea (AD 363) Council of Hippo (AD 393)
Listed books that could be read in church; omitted North African bishops formally recognized the 27-
Revelation but included most NT books book canon
1 2 3 4
Athanasius' Letter (AD 367) Council of Carthage (AD 397, 419)
Egyptian bishop lists all 27 NT books in his Easter Confirmed the canon, settling remaining disputes;
letter; influential throughout Christianity widespread consensus achieved

These councils didn't create the canon but formally recognized what the church had already discerned through centuries of use and reflection.
The councils confirmed; they did not authorize.



The Protestant Principle: Sola
Scriptura

Protestant theology affirms sola Scriptura—Scripture alone as the ultimate authority
for faith and practice. This principle doesn't deny the value of church tradition or
councils but subordinates them to biblical authority. Scripture judges tradition, not
vice versa.

The church's role in recognizing the canon doesn't grant the church authority over
Scripture. Rather, the Spirit-led community discerned which books God had
inspired. The Bible's authority is self-authenticating, deriving from God's
authorship, not ecclesiastical decree.

Paul's commendation of the Bereans illustrates this principle: "They received the
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were
so" (Acts 17:11). Scripture itself is the final court of appeal.




THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

A Closed Canon

3

No New Revelation

The apostolic era was unique. With the
death of the apostles, the foundation was
complete (Ephesians 2:20). No new
Scripture is being written today.

B

Sufficiency of Scripture

The Bible contains everything necessary
for salvation and godly living. We need no
additional revelation to know God's will (2
Timothy 3:16-17).

D

Protection from Error

A closed canon protects the church from
false teachers claiming new revelation.
We test all teaching against the
completed Scriptures (Galatians 1:8-9).



What About Modern "Revelations"?

Testing Contemporary Claims

Various groups claim additional revelation beyond the Bible—whether
the Book of Mormon, the writings of Ellen G. White, or modern

prophetic movements. How do we evaluate such claims?

First, examine whether new revelation contradicts Scripture. God
doesn't contradict Himself. Any teaching conflicting with biblical truth
must be rejected (Isaiah 8:20).

Second, assess the source's authority. The apostles possessed
unique authority given by Christ. Post-apostolic revelations lack this
foundation.

Third, consider the nature of the revelation. Prophetic words today

should edify, encourage, and exhort (1 Corinthians 14:3), not add to
Scripture's doctrinal content.

The sufficiency of Scripture means we possess everything needed
for faith and practice. While God may provide guidance and wisdom,
He doesn't provide new canonical revelation.



The Unity of Scripture

Though written over 1,500 years by forty authors in different languages and contexts, the Bible displays remarkable unity. This coherence
withesses to its divine authorship. The overarching narrative—creation, fall, redemption, restoration—threads through Scripture from Genesis to
Revelation.

The Old Testament anticipates Christ; the New Testament reveals Him. The Law points to grace; the prophets point to the Messiah; the Gospels
present Him; the Epistles explain Him; Revelation consummates His kingdom. Every book contributes to the unified story of redemption.

Jesus Himself testified to Scripture's unity: "These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that everything written about me
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled" (Luke 24:44). The whole Bible is about Christ.



PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Why the Canon Matters for Ministry

01

Confidence in Teaching

Pastors can proclaim Scripture boldly, knowing they teach God's
authoritative Word, not human wisdom. This breeds confidence and
conviction in preaching.

03

Foundation for Discipleship

Christians can study Scripture comprehensively, knowing they
possess the complete revelation. Discipleship programs can
confidently use only the Bible.

02

Protection from Heresy

A defined canon provides boundaries. When cults or false teachers
introduce new scriptures, believers can identify and reject them based
on canonical criteria.

04

Basis for Theological Development

Systematic theology draws from the whole counsel of God revealed in
the canon, providing comprehensive understanding of biblical truth.



Manuscript Evidence and Textual Reliability

Unparalleled Documentation

The New Testament is the best-attested ancient document in
existence. We possess over 5,800 Greek manuscripts, far exceeding
any other ancient work. For comparison, Homer's /liad has about 650
manuscripts; most classical works have fewer than 20.

The earliest NT manuscript fragments date to within decades of the
originals. The John Rylands fragment (P52) contains portions of John
18 and dates to AD 125-150—just 30-60 years after John wrote his

Gospel.

This wealth of manuscript evidence allows scholars to reconstruct

the original text with remarkable accuracy. While minor variants exist
(mostly spelling differences), no major Christian doctrine depends on
disputed passages. The text we have is essentially what the apostles
wrote.

This reliability strengthens confidence in the canon. We possess not
just the right books but reliable copies of those books.
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Textual Criticism: Restoring the
Original

Textual criticism is the science of comparing manuscript evidence to determine the
original wording. This discipline doesn't undermine Scripture's authority—it upholds
it by carefully identifying which readings are original.

Most textual variants are insignificant: spelling variations, word order changes, or
obvious scribal errors. Substantive variants affecting meaning are rare and clearly
identified. Modern translations note significant textual questions in footnotes,
maintaining transparency.

The goal of textual criticism is recovering the original autographs—the texts as
originally written by the inspired authors. Through comparing thousands of
manuscripts, scholars can be highly confident about the wording of Scripture. This
process honors God's Word by pursuing accuracy and truthfulness in transmission.



HISTORICAL DEFENSE

Early Church Fathers and the Canon

Clement of Rome (c. AD 95) 1

Quotes from multiple NT books, including Hebrews, showing
early recognition of apostolic writings as authoritative

2 Ignatius (c. AD 110)

References Pauline epistles and Gospels, treating them as
Scripture alongside the Old Testament

Polycarp (c. AD 110-140) 3

Student of the Apostle John; extensively quotes NT books in

his letter to the Philippians
4 Irenaeus (c. AD 180)

Explicitly defends the four Gospels and cites most of the NT
as Scripture in his writings against heresy

Tertullian (c. AD 200) 5

References the "New Testament" as Scripture and lists books
matching our canon

These early withesses demonstrate the canon wasn't decided in the fourth century—it was recognized from the beginning.



The Criteria Applied in Practice

Apostolicity

Was the book written by an apostle or close associate? Mark and
Luke qualified through their connections to Peter and Paul. This
criterion ensured eyewitness testimony or direct apostolic teaching.

Orthodoxy

Did the book align with the "rule of faith"—the core apostolic gospel
message? Heretical gospels contradicted this standard and were
rejected.

Catholicity

Was the book accepted by churches broadly, not just in one region?
Universal recognition indicated the Spirit's witness across the body
of Christ.

Inspiration

Did the book demonstrate divine qualities—spiritual power,
theological depth, and transformative effect? Believers recognized
God's voice in inspired texts.

These criteria weren't arbitrary rules but wisdom for discerning God's Word. They helped distinguish authentic apostolic writings from later

imitations.



Challenges to the Canon in
Church History

The canon faced challenges throughout history. Marcion (c. AD 140) promoted a
truncated canon excluding the Old Testament and most of the New Testament,
accepting only edited versions of Luke and ten Pauline epistles. His radical editing
forced the church to articulate clearly which books were authoritative.

Gnostic movements in the second and third centuries produced apocryphal gospels
promoting esoteric knowledge. The church's response—reaffirming the apostolic
Gospels and letters—clarified the boundaries of Scripture.

These heresies, while dangerous, providentially prompted the church to formally
articulate what believers had recognized from the beginning: the sixty-six books of
the Protestant Bible comprise God's complete written revelation.




KEY DEFINITION

The Formal vs. Material Sufficiency of Scripture

Formal Sufficiency Material Sufficiency

Scripture contains everything necessary for salvation and godly Scripture contains all necessary truth but may require

living explicitly stated. Every essential doctrine is clearly taught in interpretation and theological development to fully articulate. The
biblical texts. This view emphasizes Scripture's clarity and Trinity, for example, is materially but not formally explicit. This
completeness. view acknowledges the role of theological reflection.

Most evangelicals affirm material sufficiency while maintaining Scripture's ultimate authority. We recognize that sound theology draws out
implications present in Scripture, though not always explicitly stated. Regardless, Scripture remains the sole infallible source and final authority
for all theological formulation.



The Canon and Biblical Authority

The canon's establishment directly relates to biblical authority. Only inspired
books possess divine authority to command belief and obedience. The
church's recognition of the canon was essentially identifying which books
speak with God's voice.

This explains why canon questions matter. If Tobit or the Gospel of Thomas
were canonical, their teachings would be authoritative. If James or
Revelation weren't canonical, their instructions wouldn't bind Christian
conscience. The canon determines which books authoritatively reveal God's
will.

For Protestant theology, the canon is closed and Scripture

alone is our final authority. We don't look to church tradition
or continuing revelation as equal authorities alongside the
Bible. The sixty-six books are sufficient, authoritative, and
final.



How the Holy Spirit Guides Canon Recognition

The Holy Spirit's role in canon recognition is crucial. Jesus promised: "When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth" (John
16:13). This guidance wasn't limited to the apostles' writing but extended to the church's recognition of those writings.

The Spirit withessed to believers across centuries and continents about which books were God's Word. This wasn't mystical or arbitrary—the
Spirit worked through the objective criteria of apostolicity, orthodoxy, and widespread acceptance. Yet ultimately, believers recognized
Scripture because the same Spirit who inspired it testified to its divine origin.

This pneumatological dimension explains the church's confidence. We don't trust human councils but the Holy Spirit's guidance of the
corporate body of Christ in recognizing God's Word.



APPLICATION POINT

Teaching the Canon in Local Churches

g
@

Build Confidence

Help believers understand they possess
God's complete Word. This strengthens
faith and resists relativism or doubt about
Scripture's reliability.

9,

Equip Discernment

Teach the criteria for canonicity so
members can evaluate claims about
apocryphal books or modern "revelations"
biblically and historically.

T

Foster Reverence

Emphasize Scripture's divine origin and
authority, cultivating respect and
obedience to God's written Word in daily
life and ministry.



Addressing Common Questions About the Canon

Why only sixty-six books?

Because only these books possess apostolic authority, doctrinal
orthodoxy, and universal recognition. Other ancient writings lack
these authenticating marks.

Who decided the canon?

God determined it by inspiring specific books. The church discerned
and recognized what God had already established. Councils
confirmed, not created.

How do we know books weren't left out?

The rigorous process of recognition, spanning centuries and
involving the whole church, provides confidence. Books without
apostolic authority were rightly excluded.

What about books mentioned in the Bible?

References to the "Book of Jasher" or "Book of the Wars of the
LORD" don't mean these were inspired. They were historical sources,
not Scripture.

Could new books be discovered?

No genuinely apostolic work remains undiscovered. Any "new"
discovery lacks the historical testimony necessary for canonical
recognition and would be pseudepigraphal.



The Canon in Cross-Cultural
Ministry

Understanding the canon is vital for cross-cultural ministry. Missionaries must
affirm the sufficiency and authority of Scripture against syncretism—the blending
of Christianity with local religious texts or traditions.

In contexts where religious texts like the Qur'an, Book of Mormon, or Hindu
scriptures are prominent, Christians must articulate why the Bible alone is God's
authoritative Word. The historical process of canon formation, the unique claims of
apostolic authority, and the Bible's self-authenticating character provide solid
ground.

Furthermore, Bible translation work presumes a defined canon. Translators must
know which books to translate. The Protestant canon provides clear boundaries,
ensuring God's complete revelation reaches every language group without adding
or subtracting from His Word.




PASTORAL WISDOM

Preaching from the Whole Canon

Old Testament Neglect

Many evangelical churches under-preach
the Old Testament. Yet it comprises
three-fourths of the canon and points to
Christ throughout. Develop a preaching
plan that covers both testaments
proportionally.

Obscure Books Matter

Books like Jude, Philemon, or Obadiah

are canonical for a reason. Don't neglect
them in teaching. Every Scripture is God-
breathed and profitable (2 Timothy 3:16).

Canonical Context

Interpret passages within the whole
canon. Scripture interprets Scripture.
Understanding Revelation requires
knowing the Old Testament;
understanding Paul requires knowing the
Gospels.



The Canon and Biblical Theology

Biblical theology traces themes through the canon chronologically,
showing the progressive unfolding of God's redemptive plan. This
discipline depends on a defined canon—we must know which books
to include in tracing these themes.

The canonical shape matters. The Old Testament moves from Law to
Prophets to Writings, ending with an expectation of Messiah. The
New Testament opens with the Gospels presenting Christ, continues
with the church's growth in Acts, explains theology in the Epistles,
and culminates with Christ's return in Revelation.

This arrangement isn't accidental. The canon's structure tells the
story of redemption from creation to new creation, with Christ as the
center. Biblical theology helps us read the parts in light of the whole
and the whole through each part.



Standing Firm on the Canon

In an age of religious pluralism and postmodern skepticism, Christians must stand confidently on the canon's authority. We don't have a
collection of inspiring human writings—we possess God's Word, sufficient and complete.

This confidence isn't arrogance but humble submission to divine revelation. We didn't choose the canon; God gave it. We don't elevate the
Bible; we acknowledge what it inherently is—the living and active Word of God.

Paul's charge to Timothy applies to every generation: "Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
complete patience and teaching" (2 Timothy 4:2). We can fulfill this charge because we know which Word to preach—the sixty-six books of the
Protestant canon, inspired, authoritative, and sufficient for all faith and practice.



CONCLUSION

The Canon: God's Complete Revelation

66 40 1500

Books in the Canon Human Authors Years of Composition
From Genesis to Revelation, God's complete Diverse writers united by one divine Author, From Moses to John, centuries of inspired
written revelation to humanity the Holy Spirit writing forming one coherent story

"Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have established the earth, and it
stands fast."

Psalm 119:89-90
The canon of Scripture stands as God's gracious gift to His church—His complete, authoritative, and sufficient Word. We possess all we need

for knowing God, understanding salvation, and living faithfully. Let us cherish, study, obey, and proclaim this precious treasure to the glory of
God and the building up of His church.



