Contemporary Theology:
Navigating Modern Theological
Currents

An evangelical examination of theological developments from the 20th and 21st
centuries, grounded in Scripture and committed to the historic Protestant faith.




£, COURSE OVERVIEW

Understanding Our Theological Moment

Contemporary theology emerged in response to the Enlightenment, Learning Objectives
modernism, and postmodernism. As evangelical believers, we must . .
engage thoughtfully with modern theological movements while * Understand major 20th-21st century theological movements

remaining anchored to Scripture as our sole authority for faith and  Evaluate contemporary theologies biblically

practice. * Apply theological discernment to ministry contexts

This study equips you to discern truth from error, defend the faith, * Articulate evangelical responses to modern challenges

and minister effectively in today's complex intellectual landscape.



Defining Contemporary Theology

Time Period Key Characteristics Diverse Landscape

Generally refers to theological Engagement with modern philosophy, Includes movements ranging from liberal
developments from approximately 1900 to science, culture, and social movements. theology to neo-orthodoxy, from

the present, though some scholars begin Often characterized by responses to evangelical theology to postmodern
with the late 19th century's liberal secularization and pluralism. approaches, each with distinct

theology movement. commitments.

From an evangelical perspective, contemporary theology must be evaluated against the unchanging standard of Scripture. While cultural
contexts change, God's revealed Word remains our authoritative foundation (2 Timothy 3:16-17).



Historical Context: The Theological
Landscape of the 20th Century

The 20th century withessed unprecedented theological upheaval. Two world wars
_ : ‘ shattered Enlightenment optimism about human progress. The rise of scientific
Wodersio B — , 2 materialism challenged traditional Christian claims. Secularization accelerated in

& Western societies, while global Christianity exploded in the Global South.
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These seismic cultural shifts produced diverse theological responses. Some
theologians accommodated Christian truth claims to modern sensibilities. Others
sought to recover orthodox doctrine. Evangelicals maintained commitment to
biblical authority while engaging contemporary questions with renewed vigor and
scholarly rigor.




Liberal Theology: Accommodation to Modernity

Liberal theology, emerging in the 19th century and flourishing in the early 20th
century, sought to make Christianity acceptable to modern, educated people by
reinterpreting traditional doctrines through rationalist philosophy and modern
science.

Key figures included Friedrich Schleiermacher, Albrecht Ritschl, and Adolf von
Harnack. They emphasized religious experience over propositional truth, morality
over doctrine, and the ethical teachings of Jesus over supernatural claims about His
person and work.

Core Commitments

e Reason as the judge of revelation

e Rejection of biblical inerrancy

e Denial of traditional miracles

e Jesus as moral teacher, not divine Savior

e Religion as human experience



Evangelical Critique of Liberal Theology

Undermines Biblical Authority Denies Core Christian Doctrines

Liberal theology places human reason above Scripture, directly By rejecting the deity of Christ, His substitutionary atonement,
contradicting the Protestant principle of Sola Scriptura. When and bodily resurrection, liberal theology abandons the gospel
reason judges revelation, we lose any objective standard for truth itself. Paul warns that such preaching is "another gospel"

(Isaiah 55:8-9). (Galatians 1:6-9).

Reduces Christianity to Ethics Capitulates to Cultural Pressures

Without supernatural redemption, Christianity becomes merely a Liberal theology's accommodation to modernism demonstrates
moral philosophy. But Scripture proclaims salvation by grace what happens when the church allows culture to shape theology
through faith, not human ethical achievement (Ephesians 2:8-9). rather than Scripture. We must not conform to the pattern of this

world (Romans 12:2).



Neo-Orthodoxy: A Response to Liberal
Theology

Neo-orthodoxy emerged after World War | as a reaction against liberal theology's
optimistic view of humanity. Led by Karl Barth and Emil Brunner, this movement
sought to recover emphasis on God's transcendence, human sinfulness, and divine

revelation.

Barth's commentary on Romans (1919) challenged liberal assumptions, insisting
that God is "wholly other" and that humanity stands under divine judgment. Neo-
orthodoxy emphasized the "crisis" of human existence before God and stressed the
centrality of Christ as God's ultimate revelation.



Evangelical Assessment of Neo-Orthodoxy

Positive Contributions Evangelical Concerns

* Recovered emphasis on God's transcendence and sovereignty e Rejected biblical inerrancy and propositional revelation
e Stressed human sinfulness and need for divine grace e Distinguished between Bible and Word of God

e Centered theology on Christ and His saving work e Made revelation subjective and experiential

e Challenged liberal theology's accommodation to culture e Maintained critical approach to biblical historicity

e Emphasized the priority of revelation over reason e Denied some traditional doctrines while affirming others

While neo-orthodoxy moved in a more conservative direction, evangelicals maintain that it did not go far enough in affirming Scripture's
complete trustworthiness and authority as God's written Word.



(» KEY DISTINCTION

The Evangelical Commitment to Biblical Inerrancy
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Scripture as God's Word Inerrant in Original Manuscripts Final Authority
Evangelicals affirm that the Bible is not Scripture, as originally given, is without The Bible alone is our supreme and final
merely a witness to revelation but is itself error in all it affirms, whether theological, authority for faith and practice. All
God's inspired and authoritative Word in historical, or scientific. God's truthfulness theology must be tested and normed by
written form (2 Peter 1:20-21). guarantees Scripture's truthfulness (John Scripture, not human reason or

17:17). experience.

"All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness" (2 Timothy
3:16, ESV).



The Rise of Evangelical Theology in the
20th Century

Mid-20th century evangelicalism emerged as a distinct movement committed to
historic Protestant orthodoxy while engaging contemporary scholarship. Leaders
like Carl F.H. Henry, Harold Ockenga, and Billy Graham sought to distinguish
evangelicalism from both liberal theology and anti-intellectual fundamentalism.

Evangelicals founded institutions like Fuller Theological Seminary, Christianity
Today magazine, and the Evangelical Theological Society. They produced rigorous
biblical scholarship defending orthodox doctrine while addressing modern
questions. This movement emphasized conversion, biblical authority, the cross, and
evangelism as non-negotiable commitments.



Process Theology: God in Process

Philosophical Foundation

Developed from Alfred North
Whitehead's process philosophy, this
theology views reality as dynamic and
changing rather than static. God is seen
as evolving alongside creation.

Dipolar God Concept

Process theology teaches that God has
two natures: an unchanging "primordial"
nature and a changing "consequent"
nature that learns and grows through
interaction with creation.

Limited Divine Power

God influences but does not control
events. He cannot unilaterally intervene in
history. This is proposed as a solution to
the problem of evil but radically redefines
divine sovereignty.



Biblical Response to Process Theology

Process Theology Claims

e God changes and develops over time
e God is limited in power and knowledge
e God cannot act unilaterally in history

e God is dependent on creation

e Traditional attributes must be redefined

Biblical Teaching

Scripture consistently affirms God's immutability: "I the LORD do not change"
(Malachi 3:6). God is eternal, unchanging in His character and purposes (James 1:17,
Hebrews 13:8).

The Bible presents God as sovereign over all creation, working all things according
to His will (Ephesians 1:11). He declares the end from the beginning and
accomplishes all His purposes (Isaiah 46:9-10). God is not dependent on creation
but existed in perfect Triune fellowship before creation (John 17:5, 24).

Process theology's God is not the God of Scripture but a philosophical construct
that undermines essential Christian doctrine, worship, and prayer.



Liberation Theology: Theology from
Below

Liberation theology emerged in Latin America in the 1960s-70s, emphasizing God's
preferential option for the poor and viewing salvation primarily through the lens of

liberation from socioeconomic and political oppression.

Influenced by Marxist social analysis, liberation theologians like Gustavo Gutiérrez
argued that theology must begin with praxis—concrete action for justice—rather
than abstract doctrine. They emphasized Jesus as liberator and the exodus as
paradigm for God's activity in history.



Evaluating Liberation Theology Biblically

Legitimate Biblical Concerns

Scripture genuinely emphasizes God's concern for the poor,
oppressed, and marginalized (Psalm 146:7-9, Luke 4:18-19).
Prophets condemned injustice. The church must pursue justice
and mercy (Micah 6:8).

Marxist Influence

Uncritical adoption of Marxist categories and class conflict theory
is inconsistent with biblical anthropology and ethics. Scripture
does not endorse revolutionary violence or materialist philosophy.
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Problematic Reductionism

Liberation theology reduces salvation to socioeconomic liberation,
neglecting spiritual redemption from sin. Jesus' kingdom is "not
of this world" (John 18:36). Salvation is primarily reconciliation
with God through Christ's atonement.

4

Hermeneutical Concerns

Making social location the primary interpretive lens rather than
allowing Scripture to speak on its own terms risks eisegesis. We
must let God's Word critique our contexts, not vice versa.



The Evangelical Call to Biblical Justice

Evangelicals affirm that Scripture calls believers to pursue justice, mercy, and compassion for the poor and oppressed. This is not peripheral but
central to Christian faithfulness. The Lausanne Covenant (1974) emphasized that evangelism and social responsibility are both part of Christian
mission.

However, we distinguish this from liberation theology's framework. Biblical justice flows from regeneration and obedience to God's revealed will.
Social transformation occurs as the gospel transforms hearts, not merely through political revolution. We address both spiritual and physical
needs, recognizing that eternal salvation through Christ is the ultimate human need.

Ministry must hold together gospel proclamation and compassionate service, rooted in love for God and neighbor (Matthew 22:37-40, James
2:14-17).



Feminist Theology: Gender and Theological Method

Core Commitments Methodological Approach Spectrum of Views

Feminist theology critiques patriarchal Uses women's experience as a primary Ranges from moderate reformist
structures in church and society, arguing source for theological reflection. approaches working within traditional
that traditional theology has been shaped Reinterprets Scripture through feminist frameworks to radical positions rejecting
by male experience and has marginalized hermeneutics, often questioning or biblical authority and traditional Christian

women's voices and experiences. rejecting texts deemed patriarchal. doctrine entirely.



Biblical Complementarianism vs. Egalitarianism

Complementarian View Egalitarian View

Men and women are equal in dignity, value, and worth before God Also affirms full equality and argues there are no gender-based role

(Genesis 1:27, Galatians 3:28). However, God has ordained distinct restrictions in church or home. Texts seemingly limiting women's

and complementary roles in marriage and church leadership. roles are interpreted as culturally conditioned, not transcultural
commands.

Scripture teaches male headship in marriage (Ephesians 5:22-33)

and restricts the pastoral office to qualified men (1 Timothy 2:11-14, Points to women in ministry roles (Phoebe, Priscilla) and emphasizes

3:1-7). This reflects God's created order, not cultural accommodation. mutual submission. Argues that redemption in Christ removes

hierarchical structures imposed by the Fall.

Both views exist within evangelicalism. The debate centers on hermeneutics—how to interpret and apply Scripture to gender roles. All
evangelicals reject secular feminism's departure from biblical authority and affirmation of equality while disagreeing on implications for ministry
roles.



Postliberal Theology: A Narrative Approach

Postliberalism, associated with theologians like George Lindbeck and Hans Frei, emerged in the 1980s as a response to both liberal theology and
evangelical approaches. This movement emphasized theology as a cultural-linguistic system rather than propositional truth claims.
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Narrative Focus Ecclesial Context Religious Pluralism

Scripture is primarily narrative that shapes Meaning is found within the church's Different religions are incommensurable
Christian community identity rather than a interpretive community. Truth is language systems. No neutral standpoint
source of doctrinal propositions. Theology intrasystemic—coherence within the exists from which to judge between them.
describes how Christians use their Christian narrative framework—not This leads to soft relativism despite

language, not objective truth about God. correspondence to external reality. postliberal intentions.



Evangelical Concerns with Postliberalism

Undermines Propositional Truth

1 By reducing theology to communal language games, postliberalism abandons the claim that Scripture makes true assertions about
God and reality. Yet the Bible presents itself as revealing truth about God's character and actions in history (2 Timothy 2:15).

Weakens Apologetic Task

2 If Christianity is merely our narrative with no claim to universal truth, how can we engage unbelievers? Scripture calls us to give
reasons for our hope (1 Peter 3:15) and assumes Christianity makes truth claims accessible to all people.

Blurs Gospel Clarity

3 The gospel is not merely a story that shapes community but objective good news about what God has done in Christ. Jesus' death
and resurrection are historical events, not just narratival constructs (1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 14-17).

While appreciating postliberalism's emphasis on Scripture's narrative shape and church community, evangelicals maintain that theology must
make truth claims grounded in God's objective revelation.



Postmodern Theology: Deconstructing
Foundations

Postmodernism challenges Enlightenment confidence in objective truth, universal
reason, and grand narratives. Postmodern theology applies these philosophical
critiques to Christian doctrine, questioning traditional claims to absolute truth and

objective revelation.

Thinkers influenced by postmodernism emphasize local narratives over universal
truth claims, deconstruction over systematic theology, and pluralism over exclusive
truth claims. They argue that all knowledge is socially constructed, perspectival,

and contingent.



Postmodernism's Challenge and Evangelical Response

Postmodern Critique Evangelical Response

e All truth claims are power plays e Truth exists and is knowable through revelation
e Universal narratives oppress minorities e Biblical gospel transcends all cultures

e Objective knowledge is impossible e God has spoken clearly in Scripture

e Texts have no determinate meaning e Texts have authorial intent and meaning

e Religious pluralism must be affirmed e Jesus is the only way to salvation (John 14:6)

e Certainty is arrogant and dangerous e Biblical confidence differs from arrogance

Evangelicals can appreciate postmodernism's critique of human pretensions and Enlightenment rationalism's limitations while rejecting its
skepticism about objective truth and divine revelation. God has revealed Himself authoritatively in Scripture, and this revelation is accessible and
binding on all people.



The Emerging Church Movement

The emerging/emergent church movement developed in the late 1990s and early 2000s, seeking to contextualize Christianity for postmodern
culture. Leaders like Brian McLaren, Rob Bell, and Tony Jones questioned traditional evangelical doctrines and practices.
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Questioning Phase

Began by questioning how evangelicals do
church—worship styles, leadership
structures, and cultural engagement
approaches. This was largely
methodological.
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Theological Drift

Progressed to questioning core doctrines:
penal substitution, hell, biblical authority,
sexual ethics, and exclusivity of Christ. This
revealed deeper theological problems.

Current Status

Movement fragmented. Some returned to
evangelical orthodoxy. Others abandoned
historic Christianity. Serves as cautionary
tale about postmodern accommodation.



Lessons from the Emerging Church

Cultural Engagement Without Capitulation

The church must engage contemporary culture meaningfully, but
contextualization cannot compromise biblical truth. We can
appreciate emergent questions about cultural forms while rejecting
doctrinal drift. Methods may flex; the gospel does not.

Questions Must Have Biblical Answers

Questioning can be healthy when directed to Scripture for answers.
But when questions become ends in themselves or Scripture is no
longer trusted to provide answers, we've abandoned Christian faith.
Humility about our interpretations differs from skepticism about
God's Word.

Guard the Gospel Deposit

Paul commanded Timothy to "guard the good deposit" entrusted to
him (2 Timothy 1:14). Every generation must contend for "the faith
that was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). Innovation in
form must not become departure from faith.



Open Theism: Redefining Divine Foreknowledge

Open theism, advocated by theologians like Clark Pinnock, Gregory Boyd, and John Sanders, argues that the future is not completely settled
and that God does not exhaustively know future free actions. God knows all possibilities but learns what will actually happen as events unfold.

Proponents claim this solves the problem of evil and makes prayer meaningful. They argue that God takes risks, responds to situations, and
changes His mind based on human choices. This supposedly makes God more relational and personal.



Biblical Problems with Open Theism

Contradicts Divine Omniscience

Scripture teaches that God knows the end from the beginning
(Isaiah 46:9-10). He declares what will happen in the future
because He knows and ordains it. God's knowledge is not
limited to possibilities but encompasses actualities (Psalm
139:16, Acts 15:18).

Weakens Divine Sovereignty

If God doesn't know what will happen, He cannot guarantee His
purposes will be accomplished. Yet Scripture promises God will
work all things according to His counsel (Ephesians 1:11). Our
salvation depends on God's sovereign control, not human free
will.

Undermines Prophecy

Predictive prophecy requires exhaustive foreknowledge. God's
detailed prophecies about Christ's birth, life, death, and
resurrection demonstrate He knows future free choices (Isaiah
53, Psalm 22, Micah 5:2). Open theism cannot account for
fulfilled prophecy.

Removes Assurance

If God doesn't know the future exhaustively, how can we trust
His promises? Open theism makes God's assurances
conditional on unknowable factors. Biblical faith trusts in God's
certain knowledge and sovereign control (Romans 8:28-30).



The New Perspective on Paul

The New Perspective on Paul, associated with scholars like E.P. Sanders, James D.G. Dunn, and N.T. Wright, challenges traditional Protestant
readings of Paul's letters, particularly regarding justification, works of law, and first-century Judaism.

Key Claims Evangelical Response

e First-century Judaism was not legalistic While appreciating increased attention to Paul's Jewish context and

« "Works of law" refers to Jewish identity markers (circumcision recognition that not all Judaism was legalistic, evangelicals express
dietary laws) concerns about redefining justification.

e Justification is primarily about church membership, not individual The Reformation understanding—that justification is God's
salvation declaration of the sinner's righteous standing based on Christ's

e Paul's concern was ethnic inclusion of Gentiles, not works- imputed righteousness, received by faith alone—remains biblically

righteousness grounded (Romans 3:21-26, 4:1-8, 5:1).



Defending Justification by Faith Alone

01

Paul's Universal Diagnosis

Paul teaches that all humanity—Jews and Gentiles—stands guilty
before God, unable to be justified by law-keeping (Romans 3:9-20,
23). This is about moral failure, not just ethnic exclusion.
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Abraham's Faith

Paul uses Abraham to demonstrate justification by faith alone, before
law and circumcision (Romans 4). Abraham believed God and it was

counted to him as righteousness—this is the paradigm for all believers.
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Righteousness from God

Justification is God's gracious gift of righteousness to those who
believe in Christ (Romans 3:21-26). This righteousness is apart from
works of any kind—not just ceremonial law but all human effort
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

04

Reformation Understanding Vindicated

The Reformation reading captures Paul's theology accurately.
Justification is primarily forensic—God's legal declaration of
righteousness based on Christ's work, not human performance. This
truth grounds Christian assurance and worship.



Theological Method in Contemporary
Context

How we do theology matters as much as what we believe. Contemporary
theological debates often center on methodology—the sources, norms, and
procedures for theological reflection.

Evangelical theology maintains a clear methodological hierarchy: Scripture is the
supreme and final authority, while reason, tradition, and experience serve as
subordinate helps in understanding and applying God's revealed Word. This
Protestant principle of Sola Scriptura remains the foundation for authentic Christian
theology.




The Wesleyan Quadrilateral Reconsidered

Scripture Tradition
Primary authority for faith and practice. [E% fﬁz Wisdom of church through centuries.
God's inspired, inerrant revelation. Helpful but not authoritative.
Experience Reason
Confirms biblical truth. Must be tested by @ éD Necessary tool for understanding
Scripture, not vice versa. Scripture. Cannot judge revelation.

While Wesley's quadrilateral helpfully identifies sources informing theological reflection, evangelicals insist these four elements are not equal.

Scripture alone is norma normans (the norming norm)—the standard by which all else is measured. Tradition, reason, and experience are norma
normata (normed norms)—helpful but subordinate to biblical authority.



Systematic Theology and Biblical Theology

Biblical Theology Systematic Theology

Traces themes through Scripture's storyline, respecting historical Organizes biblical teaching topically by doctrine (God, humanity,
and canonical development. Examines how doctrines unfold Christ, salvation, etc.). Synthesizes all Scripture teaches on each
progressively through biblical history from Genesis to Revelation. subject into coherent, comprehensive statements.

Emphasizes each biblical author's unique contribution and historical Addresses contemporary questions using biblical categories. Makes
context. Focuses on the Bible's own categories and narrative Scripture's teaching accessible and applicable to modern contexts.
structure. Prevents systematic theology from imposing foreign Essential for teaching, preaching, and defending the faith.
categories.

Both disciplines are necessary and complementary. Biblical theology keeps systematic theology grounded in Scripture's own flow and
emphasis. Systematic theology helps us apply biblical theology's insights comprehensively and consistently.



Contemporary Challenges in Anthropology

Contemporary theology must address pressing questions about human nature, identity, and sexuality that previous generations faced
differently. Modern culture's autonomous individualism and expressive individualism create significant challenges for biblical anthropology.

Scripture teaches that humans are created in God's image (Genesis 1:26-27), fallen through sin (Romans 3:23), and redeemable through Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Our identity is found in our Creator, not self-definition.



Gender Identity and Biblical Truth
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Created Reality

God created humanity male and female as biological, binary realities reflecting His image (Genesis 1:27, 5:2). This is foundational to
human identity, not culturally constructed or individually chosen. Biological sex is God's good gift.

Fall's Effects

Sin corrupts all aspects of human existence, including our experience of embodiment and sexuality. Gender dysphoria, like all
human suffering, results from living in a fallen world (Romans 8:18-23). We respond with compassion while affirming truth.

Identity in Christ

Our primary identity is in Christ, not gender, sexuality, ethnicity, or social status (Galatians 3:28). Christ calls us to deny self and
follow Him (Luke 9:23). True freedom comes through submission to God's design, not autonomous self-definition.

Pastoral Care

The church must lovingly minister to those experiencing gender dysphoria, offering support, community, and biblical counsel. We
affirm human dignity while calling people to align their identity with God's created order and find their true self in Christ.



Human Sexuality and the Biblical Sexual Ethic

Contemporary culture has largely abandoned Christian sexual ethics, embracing sexual autonomy as a fundamental right. The church faces
pressure to accommodate these cultural shifts. However, Scripture's teaching on sexuality is clear, consistent, and grounded in creation.

God's Design Biblical Prohibitions Gospel Hope

God created sexual intimacy exclusively for Scripture consistently prohibits sexual All sexual sin—heterosexual and

marriage between one man and one activity outside this design, including homosexual—is forgivable through Christ.
woman (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-6). fornication, adultery, and homosexual The gospel offers freedom from sin's

This design reflects Christ's relationship practice (1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Romans 1:26- power and transformation through the Spirit
with His church (Ephesians 5:31-32). 27, Hebrews 13:4). (1 Corinthians 6:11).

The church must maintain biblical sexual ethics with conviction and compassion, recognizing that all people struggle with sexual sin in various
forms and that Christ offers redemption, forgiveness, and power for holy living.



Contemporary Challenges in
Ecclesiology

Twenty-first century ecclesiology faces unprecedented challenges: declining
church attendance in the West, rise of the "nones" (religiously unaffiliated),
megachurches and multisite models, digital church during and after COVID-19, and
questions about church membership and discipline.

Yet Scripture's vision for the church remains unchanged. The church is Christ's
body (1 Corinthians 12:27), the bride He is preparing for Himself (Ephesians 5:25-
27), and the household of God built on apostolic foundation (Ephesians 2:19-20).
These realities must shape our ecclesiology regardless of cultural changes.




Marks of a Healthy Church
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Faithful Preaching

God's Word rightly explained and applied. Expositional preaching that
honors Scripture's authority and feeds God's people. The Word must
be central, not peripheral, to church life (2 Timothy 4:2).
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Church Discipline

Loving correction of sin to maintain purity and protect sheep. Biblical
discipline demonstrates that church membership is meaningful and
holiness matters (Matthew 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 5).
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Genuine Fellowship

Authentic Christian community marked by love, mutual care, and
commitment. Not mere social gathering but spiritual family devoted to
one another (Acts 2:42-47, Hebrews 10:24-25).
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Right Administration of Ordinances

Baptism and Lord's Supper practiced according to biblical instruction.
These ordinances visibly proclaim the gospel and mark church
membership (Matthew 28:19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
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Biblical Leadership

Qualified elders who shepherd God's flock faithfully. Leadership
structure matters and must conform to Scripture's pattern, not
business models (1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-4).

Evangelistic Withess

Outward focus on gospel proclamation and mission. The church exists
not for itself but to glorify God and make disciples of all nations
(Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8).



Science and Faith in Contemporary Theology

Contemporary evangelicalism debates how to relate biblical teaching to modern science, particularly regarding origins. Christians hold diverse
positions on creation, evolution, and the age of the earth while affirming core theological commitments.
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Young Earth Creationism

Interprets Genesis 1-2 as literal six-day
creation approximately 6,000-10,000 years
ago. Rejects evolutionary theory.
Emphasizes grammatical-historical
interpretation of Genesis.

Old Earth Creationism

Accepts scientific evidence for ancient
earth while affirming God's direct creative
acts. Interprets "day" in Genesis 1as long
periods. Rejects macroevolution but
accepts microevolution.
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Evolutionary Creation

Affirms evolutionary process as God's
means of creation. Maintains God's
sovereignty and purposeful design while
accepting common descent. Sees no
conflict between evolution and biblical
faith.

[ Essential Unity: Evangelicals across these views affirm God as Creator, humanity as His image-bearers, Adam and Eve as historical
figures, the Fall as historical event, and special creation of humanity. These debates concern scientific and hermeneutical questions,

not gospel essentials.



@& APPLICATION

Cultivating Theological Discernment

In our theologically confused age, believers must develop robust discernment. We cannot outsource theological thinking to experts alone—
every Christian must become theologically equipped to "test the spirits" (1 John 4:1) and distinguish truth from error.

Master Scripture

Systematic Bible reading and study is non-negotiable. Know God's Word deeply enough to recognize departures from it. Scripture
itself is the standard for evaluating all theological claims (Acts 17:11).

Learn Theology

Study sound systematic theology. Read trusted theologians from church history. Understand core doctrines clearly. Theological
ignorance makes us vulnerable to error.

Test Everything

Evaluate contemporary teaching carefully. Don't accept claims uncritically because they're popular or emotionally appealing. Ask:
Does this align with Scripture? (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

Stay Humble

Hold convictions firmly while recognizing our interpretations are fallible. Distinguish essential doctrines from secondary matters.
Pursue truth, not merely defending our positions.

Love the Church

Submit to faithful biblical teaching in your local church. Don't be a lone-ranger Christian. Theological discernment develops in
community under godly leadership.



Ministry in a Theologically Confused Age

Challenges for Ministry Leaders Faithful Ministry Responses

e Congregation exposed to diverse theological influences online e Preach God's Word faithfully and unapologetically

e Pressure to accommodate cultural values contradicting Scripture e Teach doctrine systematically and clearly

e Confusion about gender, sexuality, and identity e Equip members for theological discernment

e Biblical illiteracy even among church members e Maintain church discipline lovingly but firmly

e Declining confidence in biblical authority * Model confidence in Scripture's sufficiency

e Competition from seeker-sensitive and entertainment-driven e Focus on gospel clarity over cultural relevance
models e Build community rooted in biblical truth and love

Pastoral ministry has always required theological courage and clarity, but contemporary challenges make this especially urgent. Shepherds
must protect God's flock from theological error while feeding them life-giving truth.



The Unchanging Gospel in Changing Times

Amid swirling theological currents, the gospel remains our unchanging foundation. Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again on the
third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). This gospel is "the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes" (Romans

1:16).
Changes to the Gospel Years of Faithful Witness Gospel's Relevance
The essential message remains identical to The church has proclaimed this gospel for Good news for all people in all times and
what apostles preached two millennia cultures

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). Our theological method, ministry practices, and cultural
engagement may require wisdom and adaptation, but the gospel message is fixed, final, and forever sufficient.



Standing Firm: Our Call to Theological Faithfulness

Contemporary theology presents both opportunities and dangers. We engage modern questions with ancient truth, applying Scripture's wisdom
to new contexts while refusing to compromise its message. This requires both courage and humility, conviction and charity.

Anchor in Scripture Guard the Gospel Serve the Church

Let God's Word be your supreme Protect the precious deposit of Christian Use theological knowledge to build up
authority. Test every teaching against truth entrusted to the church. Contend Christ's body. Teach clearly, shepherd
Scripture. Build your theology on the solid earnestly for the faith once delivered. The faithfully, and equip believers for
foundation of biblical revelation, not gospel is too precious to negotiate away. discernment. Theology exists for
shifting cultural sands. doxology and discipleship.

"Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not
in vain" (1 Corinthians 15:58).

May God grant us wisdom to navigate contemporary theological challenges with faithfulness, clarity, and grace, always pointing people to Jesus
Christ, the eternal Word made flesh.



