Reformation Theology

An exploration of the foundational doctrines, historical developments, and enduring
principles that shaped Protestant Christianity and continue to guide evangelical

faith and practice today.




INTRODUCTION

The Context of Reform

The Protestant Reformation emerged in 16th-century Europe as a movement
seeking to return Christianity to its biblical foundations. Sparked by deep concerns
about church corruption, theological drift, and the obscuring of the gospel,
reformers called the church back to Scripture as the final authority for faith and
practice.

This was not merely a historical event but a theological awakening that
rediscovered essential biblical truths. The Reformation's principles continue to
shape evangelical Christianity, informing how we understand salvation, authority,
worship, and the Christian life. Understanding these foundations equips us for
faithful ministry today.




Historical Background: The Pre-Reformation Church

Conditions Leading to Reform
[J Key Date
By the early 1500s, widespread corruption and theological confusion marked the

Western church. The sale of indulgences promised reduced punishment for sins in October 31, 1517
exchange for money, obscuring the biblical gospel of grace. Church offices were
bought and sold, clergy were often poorly educated, and Scripture was largely

Martin Luther posts his 95 Theses,
traditionally marking the beginning of the

inaccessible to common people. .
beop Protestant Reformation

The printing press (c. 1440) made biblical texts and theological works more widely
available, enabling scholars to compare church teachings with Scripture. This
technological advance providentially prepared the way for reform.



Martin Luther: Catalyst for Change

Martin Luther (1483-1546), a German monk and biblical scholar, became the primary catalyst for the Reformation. While studying Romans 1:17
—"the righteous shall live by faith"—Luther experienced a profound theological breakthrough. He realized that righteousness before God comes
not through human effort or religious works, but through faith alone in Christ's finished work.

This rediscovery of justification by faith alone contradicted the prevailing teaching that salvation required both faith and meritorious works.
Luther's conviction led him to challenge indulgences publicly and eventually to question the entire system that obscured the biblical gospel. His
courage and clarity helped spark a movement that would reshape Christianity.



The Five Solas: Foundational Principles

The Reformation is often summarized by five Latin phrases called the "Five Solas." These statements capture the essential theological
convictions that distinguished Protestant Christianity and continue to define evangelical faith.

o o

Sola Scriptura Solus Christus Sola Gratia

Scripture Alone Christ Alone Grace Alone

Sola Fide Soli Deo Gloria
Faith Alone Glory to God Alone

Each principle addresses a specific theological concern and together they form a comprehensive biblical framework for understanding salvation
and the Christian life.



SOLA SCRIPTURA

Scripture Alone: The Doctrine of Biblical
Authority

Definition: Sola Scriptura means that the Bible is the sole infallible rule of faith and
practice. Scripture alone possesses divine authority and is sufficient for all matters
of doctrine and Christian living.

This principle does not deny the value of church tradition, creeds, or theological
scholarship. Rather, it insists that these sources are subordinate to Scripture and
must be tested by Scripture. When tradition conflicts with biblical teaching,
Scripture must prevail.

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16-17)




Biblical Foundation for Sola Scriptura

Old Testament Witness New Testament Witness
e God's word is eternal and unchanging (Psalm 119:89) e Jesus appeals to Scripture as final authority (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10)
* Nothing may be added to or taken from God's commands e The Bereans tested teaching against Scripture (Acts 17:11)

(Deuteronomy 4:2)  Paul warns against going beyond what is written (1 Corinthians

e Scripture is the standard for evaluating teaching (Isaiah 8:20) 4:6)

e God's law is perfect and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11) e Scripture equips believers for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-
17)



The Clarity and Sufficiency of Scripture

Clarity (Perspicuity)

Scripture's essential message is clear enough that ordinary
believers, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, can understand it. While
some passages are difficult, the core truths necessary for
salvation and godly living are accessible to all. This does not
eliminate the need for careful study, but it means the Bible is not
locked behind specialized interpretation.

"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path" (Psalm
119:105)

Sola Scriptura affirms two essential qualities of God's Word that enable it to function as our final authority:

Sufficiency

Scripture contains everything necessary for knowing God,
understanding salvation, and living a life pleasing to Him. We
need no additional revelation or authoritative tradition to
supplement what God has revealed in His Word. The Bible equips
us thoroughly for faith and godliness.

"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly
life through our knowledge of him" (2 Peter 1:3)



Practical Implications for Ministry

Sola Scriptura shapes how we approach ministry, teaching, and church life today:

* Preaching and teaching must be biblical exposition, not human wisdom or
cultural trends

e Church practices should be evaluated by Scripture, not merely by tradition or
preference

* Personal discipleship centers on reading, studying, and applying God's Word

e Theological debates are resolved by careful exegesis, not by ecclesiastical
authority

e Spiritual formation happens primarily through engagement with Scripture, not
mystical experiences

When we affirm Sola Scriptura, we commit to a ministry shaped and measured by
biblical truth.



SOLUS CHRISTUS

Christ Alone: The Exclusive Sufficiency
of Jesus

Definition: Solus Christus declares that Jesus Christ is the only mediator between
God and humanity. Salvation is found exclusively through His person and work—
there is no other name by which we can be saved.

This principle directly confronts any system that adds mediators, intercessors, or
prerequisites to salvation beyond Christ Himself. Jesus' life, death, and resurrection
are completely sufficient to reconcile sinners to God.

"For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people." (1 Timothy 2:5-6)



The Person of Christ: Fully God and Fully Man

The Divine Nature The Human Nature

Jesus is fully God, possessing all divine attributes: Jesus is fully human, experiencing genuine humanity:
e Eternally existing (John 1:1; 8:58) e Born of a woman (Galatians 4:4)

e Creator of all things (Colossians 1:16) e Grew in wisdom and stature (Luke 2:52)

e Sustainer of creation (Hebrews 1:3) * Experienced temptation (Hebrews 4:15)

e Worthy of worship (Philippians 2:10-11) o Suffered physical death (Mark 15:37)

e Possessing all authority (Matthew 28:18) e Rose bodily from death (Luke 24:39)

Only as the God-man could Jesus accomplish our salvation—His deity makes His sacrifice infinitely valuable, while His humanity enables Him to
be our representative and substitute.



The Work of Christ: Our Substitutionary Atonement

Christ's saving work centers on His substitutionary death and victorious resurrection. On the cross, Jesus bore the penalty for sin that we
deserved, satisfying God's justice and wrath. His perfect obedience fulfilled the law's requirements on our behalf. His resurrection
demonstrated His victory over sin, death, and Satan.

01 02

Perfect Life Substitutionary Death

Jesus lived in complete obedience to God's law, earning the He bore our sins and received the punishment we deserved on the
righteousness required for salvation Cross

03 04

Victorious Resurrection Present Intercession

He conquered death and secured eternal life for all who believe He now intercedes for us at God's right hand as our eternal High Priest



Christ as Our Only Mediator

The Reformation strongly emphasized that Christ alone mediates between God and humanity. No priest, saint, or other spiritual figure can add to
His mediatorial work. Believers have direct access to God through Christ, needing no other intermediary.

"Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them." (Hebrews
7:25)

This truth liberates believers from dependence on human mediators and grants confidence that Christ's work is sufficient. We approach God
boldly through Jesus, whose priestly ministry perfectly represents us before the Father. His intercession is ongoing, effective, and all we need
for access to God's throne of grace.



SOLA GRATIA

Grace Alone: Salvation as God's Free Gift

Definition: Sola Gratia means salvation is entirely the work of God's grace, not achieved through human merit, effort, or cooperation. From

beginning to end, redemption is God's sovereign, undeserved gift to unworthy sinners.
Grace is God's unmerited favor toward those who deserve only judgment. It is not a reward for good behavior or religious activity but a gift

freely given to the spiritually dead and helpless. This principle ensures all glory goes to God, not to human achievement.

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can
boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9)



The Necessity of Grace: Human Depravity

Sola Gratia rests on the biblical doctrine of total depravity—the teaching that sin has corrupted every aspect of human nature. Apart from God's
grace, we are spiritually dead, unable to choose God or contribute to our salvation.

Dead in Sin Enslaved to Sin

Before regeneration, we are spiritually dead, unable to respond to We are in bondage to sin and Satan, unable to free ourselves
God (Ephesians 2:1-3) (John 8:34; 2 Timothy 2:26)

Hostile to God Incapable of Good

Our natural minds are opposed to God and cannot submit to Him No one seeks God or does good apart from grace (Romans 3:10-
(Romans 8:7-8) 12)

This bleak diagnosis underscores our absolute dependence on God's initiating, transforming grace. We are saved not because we cooperated
with grace, but because grace made us alive when we were dead.



Types of Grace in Salvation

Common Grace

God's goodness toward all humanity,
restraining sin and enabling human
flourishing. While not saving, common
grace demonstrates God's kindness to
all people (Matthew 5:45). It allows
society to function and individuals to
accomplish good things, though it
does not change the heart.

Special (Saving) Grace

God's supernatural work that
regenerates the heart, grants faith, and
brings salvation. Special grace is
particular—given to the elect—and
effectual—it accomplishes what it
intends. This is the grace that saves
sinners and transforms them into
children of God.




Grace in the Order of Salvation

God's grace operates throughout the entire process of salvation, commonly called the ordo salutis:

Election

1
God's sovereign choice before time
Calling

2
The Spirit's effectual summons
Regeneration

3
The new birth
Justification

4
Legal declaration of righteousness
Sanctification

5
Progressive transformation
Glorification

6

Final perfection

Every stage is accomplished by grace. God initiates, sustains, and completes our salvation. We contribute nothing but the sin that made
salvation necessary.



SOLA FIDE

Faith Alone: The Instrument of
Justification

Definition: Sola Fide declares that justification—being declared righteous before
God—comes through faith alone, apart from works. Faith is the sole instrument by
which we receive the righteousness of Christ.

This was the heart of the Reformation debate. Faith is not a meritorious work but
the empty hand that receives God's gift. We are not justified because of our faith's
quality but because of the object of our faith—Jesus Christ and His finished work.

"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1)




Understanding Justification

Justification is God's judicial act of declaring the believer righteous based on Christ's righteousness, imputed to us through faith. It is a legal
verdict, not a process of becoming righteous. Justification is instantaneous, complete, and unchanging.

Forensic Declaration Imputed Righteousness

God declares us righteous in His courtroom—a legal verdict, not Christ's perfect righteousness is credited to our account by faith

moral transformation

Complete Forgiveness Unchanging Status

All our sins—past, present, and future—are forgiven through Our justified standing cannot be lost; it rests on Christ's work, not
Christ ours



The Great Exchange: Imputation

Our Sin Imputed to Christ

On the cross, our sin was credited to Jesus. He bore the penalty and
punishment we deserved. Though personally sinless, He was "made
sin" for us—legally bearing our guilt and receiving the judgment we
earned.

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us..." (2 Corinthians
5:21a)

Christ's Righteousness Imputed to Us

Through faith, Christ's perfect righteousness is credited to our
account. God sees us clothed in the righteousness of His Son. We
are accepted not for our own merit but because we are "in Christ"
and possess His righteousness.

"..s0 that in him we might become the righteousness of God." (2
Corinthians 5:21b)

This double imputation—our sin to Christ, His righteousness to us—is the heart of the gospel. It is the glorious exchange that secures our

justification.



Faith and Works: Clarifying the Relationship

Sola Fide does not mean faith is alone—saving faith is always accompanied by works. However, works are the evidence and fruit of justification,
not its basis or cause. James and Paul do not contradict each other but address different questions.

[) Critical Distinction
Paul: We are justified by faith apart from works (Romans 3:28)

James: Faith without works is dead—not genuine saving faith (James 2:17)

True faith produces obedience and good works as its necessary fruit (Ephesians 2:10). We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is
never alone. Works do not earn salvation but demonstrate that salvation has occurred. A tree is known by its fruit—genuine faith is validated by
a transformed life.



SOLI DEO GLORIA

Glory to God Alone: The Ultimate Purpose

Definition: Soli Deo Gloria means that God alone deserves all glory, honor, and praise. Salvation is designed to magnify His attributes—
especially His grace, mercy, justice, and love. We exist to bring Him glory in all things.

This principle is the capstone of Reformation theology. If salvation were partly our achievement, we could claim some glory. But because it is
entirely God's work—from election to glorification—all praise belongs to Him alone.

"For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen." (Romans 11:36)



God's Glory in Creation and Redemption

& T Wy

Glory in Creation Glory in Redemption Glory in Sovereignty

The universe declares God's glory, revealing Salvation supremely displays God's glory. The God's absolute control over salvation ensures
His power, wisdom, and creativity. Nature cross reveals His justice in punishing sin and that He receives all credit. Because He alone
itself is a testimony to His greatness (Psalm His love in providing a substitute. Redemption  chooses, calls, regenerates, and preserves,
19:1). Everything exists to display His showcases grace, mercy, holiness, and no human can boast. His sovereignty
attributes and bring Him honor. sovereign power working in perfect harmony.  magnifies His glory and humbles human

pride.



Living for God's Glory

Soli Deo Gloria extends beyond salvation to encompass all of life. Every action,
word, and thought should aim at glorifying God. This shapes our worship, work,
relationships, and ministry.

e Worship: God alone is worthy of worship; we reject all idolatry and offer Him
wholehearted devotion

e Ministry: Our preaching, teaching, and service aim to exalt Christ, not build
human kingdoms

e Daily life: Whether eating, drinking, or whatever we do, we do it all for God's
glory (1 Corinthians 10:31)

e Suffering: Even our trials are opportunities to glorify God through faithful
endurance

e Evangelism: We share the gospel so that more people will praise and glorify
God




HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Key Reformers and Their Contributions

While Martin Luther sparked the Reformation, numerous other theologians developed and spread its biblical insights across Europe. Each
contributed unique emphases while maintaining core Protestant convictions.

John Calvin (1509-1564)

Systematized Reformed theology in his
Institutes of the Christian Religion.
Emphasized God's sovereignty in salvation
and developed a comprehensive biblical
worldview that influenced Geneva and
beyond.

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531)

Led reform in Zurich, Switzerland,
emphasizing Scripture's authority and
simplicity in worship. Advocated for removing
unbiblical practices from church life.

William Tyndale (1494-1536)

Translated the Bible into English, making
Scripture accessible to common people.
Martyred for his work, his translation formed
the basis for the King James Version.
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Reformation Confessions and
Catechisms

The Reformers produced confessions and catechisms to articulate biblical doctrine
clearly and train believers in sound theology. These documents continue to serve
evangelical churches today as faithful summaries of scriptural teaching.

The Augsburg Confession (1530)

Primary Lutheran confession, presenting core Reformation doctrines

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

D Reformed catechism emphasizing comfort in life and death through
union with Christ

Westminster Confession (1646)

E] Comprehensive Reformed confession addressing doctrine, worship,
and church government



The Spread of Reformation Ideas

The Reformation rapidly spread beyond Germany and Switzerland, transforming Christianity across Europe. The printing press enabled quick
distribution of theological works, while political factors provided protection for Protestant communities.

1517 1

Luther's 95 Theses launch reform in Germany

2 1520s

Reform spreads to Switzerland under Zwingli

1530s-40s 3

Calvin's work establishes Reformed theology in Geneva

4 1534

English Reformation begins under Henry Vi

1560s 5

Presbyterianism takes root in Scotland under John Knox



DOCTRINAL DISTINCTIVES

The Doctrine of Scripture: Authority and Interpretation

Perspicuity of Scripture The Analogy of Faith

The Bible is clear in its essential teachings. While some passages are Scripture interprets Scripture. Clearer passages help us understand
difficult, the core message of salvation and godly living is accessible more difficult ones, and no interpretation should contradict the

to all believers through the Spirit's illumination. This clarity enables overall teaching of the Bible. This principle guards against taking

personal Bible reading and study. texts out of context or imposing foreign meanings on the text.



The Doctrine of God: Sovereignty and Providence

Reformation theology strongly emphasizes God's absolute sovereignty over all creation, including salvation. God is not merely reacting to
human choices but actively directing all events according to His eternal plan. His providence governs both great and small matters.

"In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose
of his will." (Ephesians 1:11)

This does not eliminate human responsibility but establishes that God's will ultimately prevails. His sovereignty provides comfort—nothing
occurs outside His control—and humility—we are entirely dependent on His gracious initiative in salvation. God's sovereignty ensures that
salvation is secure, resting on His unchanging purpose rather than human effort.



The Doctrine of Man: Created, Fallen, Redeemable

Created in God's Image

Humanity was created good, bearing
God's image with moral capacity and
rational faculties (Genesis 1:26-27). We
were designed for relationship with God

and responsible stewardship of creation.

Corrupted by Sin

The Fall plunged humanity into sin,
corrupting every aspect of human nature.
We are now spiritually dead, morally
unable to please God, and justly
condemned (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-
3).

Redeemable Through Christ

Despite our fallen state, God provides
redemption through Jesus Christ. The
gospel offers complete restoration—
justification, sanctification, and eventual
glorification—to all who believe (Romans
8:29-30).



The Doctrine of the Church: Visible and Invisible

The Invisible Church The Visible Church

The true church consists of all the elect—those genuinely saved by The visible church is the gathered assembly of professing believers
grace throughout history. Only God knows who truly belongs to this in local congregations. While it includes both genuine believers and
spiritual body, which transcends denominations, geography, and false professors, it serves as the context for worship, discipleship,
time. The invisible church is the bride of Christ, perfectly united to and ministry. The visible church administers the Word and

Him. sacraments.

These two aspects are related but distinct. The visible church should faithfully reflect the invisible church, but only in glory will they perfectly
coincide.



The Marks of the True Church

Reformers identified essential characteristics that distinguish a true church from a false one. These "marks" serve as tests for evaluating a
congregation's faithfulness to biblical standards.

Faithful Preaching of the Word Right Administration of the Exercise of Church Discipline

The Bible is proclaimed accurately, Sacraments The church upholds holiness through loving
authoritatively, and centrally in worship and Baptism and the Lord's Supper are correction and, when necessary, exclusion
teaching practiced according to biblical instruction of unrepentant members

Where these marks are present, a true church exists, regardless of denominational label. Where they are absent, the church has departed from
its biblical foundation.



The Sacraments: Baptism and the Lord's Supper

Protestants recognize two sacraments (ordinances) instituted by Christ: baptism and the Lord's Supper. These are means of grace that
strengthen faith but do not impart saving grace automatically. They are signs and seals of the covenant, expressing gospel realities.

Baptism Lord's Supper

Baptism signifies union with Christ in His death and resurrection The Lord's Supper commemorates Christ's death and proclaims the
(Romans 6:3-4). It marks entrance into the visible church and gospel (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). Reformed theology rejects
symbolizes cleansing from sin. Various Reformed traditions differ on transubstantiation while affirming Christ's spiritual presence. The
the mode and subjects of baptism, but all affirm its covenantal elements remain bread and wine but become means of communion

significance. with Christ through faith.



CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION

Reformation Theology and Modern Evangelicalism

The Reformation's influence continues to shape evangelical Christianity today. Its core principles remain foundational for biblical faith and
practice, even as we address contemporary challenges.

Biblical Authority in a
Postmodern Age

Sola Scriptura is increasingly
countercultural as society rejects
absolute truth. Evangelicals must
confidently affirm the Bible's divine
authority, clarity, and sufficiency while
engaging skeptics winsomely.
Scripture remains our anchor amid
cultural chaos.

Gospel Clarity Amid
Prosperity Teaching

The Reformation emphasis on grace
alone and faith alone directly counters
health-and-wealth theology. We must
proclaim the true gospel—salvation
from sin through Christ's
substitutionary death—not materialistic
promises that obscure biblical truth.

Worship Shaped by Scripture

Reformed worship principles guide us
toward God-centered, Word-driven
gatherings. Contemporary worship
must be evaluated by biblical norms,
not entertainment value or cultural
trends. True worship glorifies God and
edifies believers through Scripture and
sound doctrine.



Defending the Faith: Apologetics and
Polemics

The Reformation was both constructive and defensive—building biblical theology
while refuting error. Today's church must likewise be equipped to defend biblical
truth and refute false teaching.

» Discernment: Test all teaching against Scripture, exposing error with grace and
clarity

e Theological precision: Articulate doctrine carefully to avoid both compromise
and unnecessary offense

» Historical awareness: Learn from past controversies to recognize recurring
errors in new forms

e Polemical kindness: Speak truth boldly yet lovingly, aiming to persuade rather
than merely condemn

* Prayer for opponents: Remember that theological opponents need God's grace
as much as we do

Faithfulness requires both proclaiming truth and guarding against error. The
Reformation models this balance for us.




Reformation Theology and Global Missions

Doctrinal Foundations for Mission

Reformation theology provides essential motivation and direction for
global evangelism:

e God's sovereignty ensures mission success—He will gather His
elect from every nation

e The exclusive sufficiency of Christ compels us to share the only
name by which people can be saved

e Scripture's authority guides missionary methods and message
content

e Justification by faith alone clarifies what must be communicated
for salvation

The Great Commission flows naturally from Reformation convictions. Because Christ alone saves, and salvation comes through faith alone, we
must proclaim the gospel to all peoples so they may hear, believe, and be saved.



Practical Ministry Applications

Reformation theology shapes ministry practice in multiple ways, providing a biblical framework for church life and pastoral leadership.

—_— —— o—

Expositional Preaching Gospel-Centered Discipleship

Preach through Scripture systematically, explaining and applying Ground all spiritual formation in the gospel of grace.

the text's meaning. Let the Bible set the agenda, not cultural Transformation flows from understanding our identity in Christ,
trends or personal preferences. not from moralistic self-improvement programs.

Theological Education Prayer and Dependence on God

Equip believers with sound doctrine through systematic teaching. Reformed theology's emphasis on divine sovereignty drives us to
A biblically literate congregation is essential for maintaining prayer. If God accomplishes all, we must seek Him earnestly in all

faithfulness across generations. ministry endeavors.



Common Misunderstandings About Reformation Theology

Several misconceptions about Reformation theology persist. Addressing these clarifies what Reformers actually taught:

[J Myth: Faith alone means no need for works

Reality: Saving faith necessarily produces good works as fruit (James 2:17). We're saved by faith alone, but faith is never alone.

[ Myth: God's sovereignty eliminates human responsibility

Reality: Scripture affirms both divine sovereignty and human responsibility. We are accountable for our choices even as God
sovereignly governs all things.

[J Myth: Sola Scriptura means "me and my Bible" individualism

Reality: While Scripture is the final authority, we read it in community, learning from teachers and church history while testing all
teaching biblically.



Living Out Reformation Principles Today

The Reformation was not merely a historical event but a recovery of timeless biblical truth. These principles remain vital for faithful Christian
living and ministry in every generation.

Personal Devotion

Read Scripture daily, trusting its sufficiency to guide your life. Grow
in understanding God's grace and your identity in Christ. Let
biblical truth shape your thoughts, desires, and actions.

Church Commitment

Seek and support churches that faithfully preach the Word and
administer the sacraments. Participate in corporate worship, submit
to godly leadership, and serve fellow believers sacrificially.

Theological Vigilance

Test teaching against Scripture. Study theology systematically.
Guard against subtle doctrinal drift. Contend for the faith once
delivered to the saints with both conviction and humility.

Mission Focus

Share the gospel boldly, trusting God's sovereignty to save His
elect. Make disciples who love Scripture and sound doctrine.
Advance God's kingdom for His glory alone.



Conclusion: Standing on Reformation Foundations

The Protestant Reformation recovered essential biblical truths that had been obscured for centuries. Its Five Solas articulate the heart of the
gospel: salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, according to Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone.

These principles are not merely historical artifacts but living truths that must be believed, proclaimed, and defended in every generation. They
shape our understanding of God, salvation, the church, and the Christian life. They guard against theological error and provide a sure foundation

for ministry.

As we stand on the shoulders of the Reformers, may we be faithful to pass these biblical convictions to the next generation. May we never
compromise the gospel or diminish God's glory. And may we live with profound gratitude for the grace that saves unworthy sinners through the
finished work of Christ.

"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen." (Ephesians 3:20-21)



