Church Councils and Creeds

Understanding the Historical Foundations of Christian Orthodoxy




INTRODUCTION

Why Study Church Councils and Creeds?

Church councils and creeds represent critical moments in church history when Key Benefits
believers gathered to define and defend biblical truth against error. While Scripture
alone is our final authority, these historical documents help us understand how the * Clarifies essential Christian doctrine

early church interpreted and applied God's Word. e Reveals patterns of biblical interpretation

) ; . . e Strengthen logetic understandin
The study of councils and creeds equips us to recognize and refute heresies, R be paRticince s ancing

appreciate the theological heritage we've inherited, and stand firm on essential * Connects us to historic Christianity
doctrines that have been tested through centuries of faithful witness.



The Authority of Scripture Alone

[ Sola Scriptura: Scripture is the sole, final, and sufficient authority for all matters of faith and practice. All teaching must be tested
against God's Word.

Before examining church councils and creeds, we must establish the foundational Protestant principle of Sola Scriptura. The Bible alone is God's
inspired, inerrant, and authoritative revelation to humanity. As Paul declares in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work."

Church councils and creeds do not possess independent authority. Their value lies entirely in their faithful reflection of biblical truth. When they
align with Scripture, they serve as helpful summaries and safeguards. When they contradict Scripture, they must be rejected. The Bereans
exemplified this approach by examining "the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so" (Acts 17:11).



Defining Key Terms

Council

A formal assembly of church leaders
gathered to address doctrinal
controversies, establish theological
boundaries, and make decisions affecting
the broader Christian community.

Creed

A concise, formal statement of essential
Christian beliefs derived from Scripture,
often used for instruction, confession of
faith, and identifying orthodox teaching.

Orthodoxy

Right belief or correct doctrine that
conforms to biblical truth, distinguishing
authentic Christianity from heretical
teachings that distort the gospel.



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Need for Doctrinal Clarification

The early church faced numerous challenges that necessitated clear doctrinal statements. As Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire

and beyond, various teachers began promoting ideas that contradicted apostolic teaching. Without the benefit of printed Bibles or instant

communication, churches needed authoritative statements to distinguish truth from error.

Apostolic Era (AD 30-100)

Apostles establish foundational teaching directly from Christ
and through divine revelation

Age of Councils (AD 325-787)

Major ecumenical councils convene to address Christological
and Trinitarian controversies
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Post-Apostolic Period (AD 100-325)

Heresies emerge requiring systematic theological responses
from church leaders

Medieval Development (AD 800-1500)

Further councils held, though Protestant Reformers would
later challenge their authority



Biblical Precedent for Councils

The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

The New Testament provides a model for church councils in Acts 15,
where apostles and elders gathered to address the controversy over

Gentile inclusion. This assembly demonstrated several key principles:

collective discernment, Scripture-based reasoning, Spirit-led
decision-making, and authoritative teaching for the broader church.

Peter reminded the council of God's work among the Gentiles, while
James cited Old Testament prophecy. Their conclusion was rooted in
biblical revelation, not human tradition or ecclesiastical power.

Key Observations

e Leaders gathered to address doctrinal disputes
e Scripture was the basis for decisions

e The Holy Spirit guided the process (Acts 15:28)
* Results were communicated to churches

e Gospel truth was preserved and clarified

"For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us..." (Acts
15:28)



The Emergence of Early Creeds

Even before formal councils, early Christians developed short creedal statements
for baptism, worship, and instruction. These confessions distilled essential beliefs
and served as boundaries against false teaching. The earliest creedal formulas
appear in Scripture itself, such as "Jesus is Lord" (Romans 10:9) and the Trinitarian
baptismal formula (Matthew 28:19).

As theological challenges grew more sophisticated, so did the church's creedal
responses. These statements were carefully crafted to preserve biblical truth while
addressing specific errors that threatened the gospel message.




MAJOR HISTORICAL COUNCILS

Council of Nicaea (AD 325)

The Council of Nicaea was convened by Emperor Constantine to address the
Arian controversy. Arius, a presbyter from Alexandria, taught that Jesus
Christ was a created being, denying His full deity and eternal existence. This
heresy threatened the foundation of Christianity by undermining Christ's
ability to provide true salvation.

Approximately 300 bishops gathered to examine this teaching against
Scripture. They affirmed that Jesus Christ is "begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father." This declaration upheld biblical teaching
about Christ's divine nature found in passages like John 1:1-3, Colossians
1:15-20, and Hebrews 1:1-3.

Central Issue
Is Jesus Christ fully God or a created being?
Biblical Foundation

e John 1:1 - "the Word was God"
e Colossians 2:9 - "fullness of deity"

e Hebrews 1:3 - "exact imprint"
Outcome

Arianism condemned; Christ's full deity affirmed
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The Nicene Creed (AD 325, 381)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father...

The Nicene Creed, later expanded at Constantinople (381), became the most widely accepted creedal statement in Christianity. It carefully
articulates the biblical doctrine of the Trinity and the two natures of Christ. Every phrase was chosen to exclude heretical interpretations while
affirming scriptural truth.



Council of Constantinople (AD 381)

Purpose Key Affirmations Lasting Impact
Address continued Arian influence and e Full deity of the Holy Spirit Established the complete Nicene-
clarify the deity of the Holy Spirit against e Trinity doctrine refined Constantinopolitan Creed still confessed

Pneumatomachian heresy by churches today

e Nicene Creed expanded

e Apollinarian Christology rejected

This council affirmed that the Holy Spirit is "the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified." This teaching is grounded in passages like John 14-16, Acts 5:3-4, and 2 Corinthians 3:17-18.



Council of Ephesus (AD 431)

The Council of Ephesus confronted
Nestorianism, a teaching by Nestorius,
Patriarch of Constantinople, that
divided Christ into two separate
persons—one divine and one human.
Nestorius objected to calling Mary
"Theotokos" (God-bearer), preferring
"Christotokos" (Christ-bearer).

The council affirmed that Jesus Christ
is one person with two distinct natures
—fully God and fully man—united in
hypostatic union. This preserved the
biblical teaching that the eternal Son of
God took on human nature in the
incarnation without becoming two
separate persons.

Scriptural Basis

John 1:14 - "Word became flesh"
Philippians 2:6-7 - divine and
human

Colossians 2:9 - "bodily form"

1 Timothy 2:5 - "one mediator"

Result

Nestorianism condemned; Christ's
unified person affirmed




Council of Chalcedon (AD 451)

The Council of Chalcedon represents the culmination of Christological debate in the early church. It addressed Eutychianism (also called
Monophysitism), which taught that Christ's human and divine natures merged into one single nature after the incarnation. This error
compromised both Christ's full humanity and deity.

One Person Two Natures

Jesus Christ is one person, not two persons or personalities He possesses two complete and distinct natures: fully divine and
fully human

Without Confusion Hypostatic Union

The natures are not mixed, changed, or confused with each other Both natures are permanently united in the one person of Christ



The Chalcedonian Definition

We confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, perfect in Godhead and perfect in manhood, truly God and truly man... to be
acknowledged in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being by no
means taken away by the union...

This careful formulation preserved biblical teaching about Christ's person by using four negative qualifiers ("without confusion, change,
division, or separation") and positive affirmations of His complete deity and humanity. The Definition guarded essential gospel truth: only one
who is fully God can provide infinite atonement, and only one who is fully human can represent humanity and die in our place.

[ Ministry Application: The Chalcedonian Definition helps us identify modern Christological errors that deny either Christ's full deity or
full humanity.



UNDERSTANDING CREEDS

The Apostles' Creed

Though not written by the apostles themselves, the Apostles' Key Doctrines Affirmed

Creed represents the faith "once for all delivered to the

saints" (Jude 3). It developed in the Western church as a * Godthe Father as Creator

baptismal confession, likely reaching its current form by the  Virgin birth of Christ

Sth century. e Christ's death, resurrection, ascension
This creed provides a simple, memorable summary of ¢ Second coming and final judgment
Christian belief organized around the Trinity. Its brevity and e The Holy Spirit's person and work
clarity make it useful for instruction and corporate confession. « The church as Christ's body

e Forgiveness of sins

e Bodily resurrection and eternal life



Text of the Apostles' Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Note: "catholic" here means universal, not referring to any particular denomination.



The Athanasian Creed

The Athanasian Creed, though not authored by Athanasius himself, emerged in the
Western church (likely 5th-6th century) as the most detailed exposition of
Trinitarian and Christological orthodoxy among the ecumenical creeds. It was
named in honor of Athanasius, who courageously defended Nicene orthodoxy
against Arianism.

Trinitarian Precision Christological Clarity
Carefully articulates the doctrine of Extensively explains the two

one God in three persons, with natures of Christ in language
detailed safeguards against similar to Chalcedon's formulation

modalism and tritheism

Theological Completeness

Addresses both Trinity and
Christology comprehensively in
one document for teaching
purposes




Purpose and Function of Creeds
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Doctrinal Instruction

Creeds provide concise summaries of essential Christian
doctrine for new believers, baptismal candidates, and
ongoing discipleship. They function as theological outlines
that organize biblical truth systematically.

Unity of Belief

Creeds unite believers across time and geography around
shared convictions rooted in Scripture. They demonstrate the
continuity of Christian faith throughout church history.

U

Protection from Error

By clearly defining orthodoxy, creeds establish boundaries
that identify and exclude heretical teachings. They serve as
doctrinal guardrails preserving gospel truth across
generations.

Confession of Faith

Reciting creeds corporately allows believers to publicly affirm
their faith, strengthening personal conviction and bearing
witness to biblical truth in worship and witness.



PROTESTANT PERSPECTIVE

Evaluating Councils and Creeds

From an Evangelical Protestant perspective, church councils and creeds have real but limited authority. We value them highly when they

faithfully summarize biblical teaching, but we recognize they are not infallible and do not possess authority equal to or independent from
Scripture.

What We Affirm What We Reject

e Early councils helped clarify biblical doctrine e Councils as having inherent authority

e The Nicene Creed accurately reflects Scripture e Tradition as equal to Scripture

e Chalcedon rightly defines Christ's person e Ecclesiastical infallibility claims

* These statements unite believers globally e Doctrines contradicting biblical teaching

e Historical theology informs our understanding e Human additions to gospel requirements



Scripture as the Final Standard

We test all councils, creeds, and theological statements against the ultimate
standard of God's written Word. Isaiah 8:20 instructs us: "To the teaching and to
the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have
no dawn." Similarly, Paul commended the Bereans who "examined the Scriptures
daily" to verify apostolic teaching (Acts 17:11).

This principle means we accept the authority of early creeds precisely because
they accurately reflect biblical truth, not because councils proclaimed them. If a
creed contradicts Scripture, we must stand with Scripture regardless of the
council's antiquity or prominence.



The Protestant Reformation's Approach

The Protestant Reformers maintained a respectful but critical stance toward church tradition. They valued the early ecumenical councils and
creeds, often citing them in their confessions and writings. Luther, Calvin, and other Reformers saw themselves as recovering authentic

Christianity, not inventing new doctrine.

Continuity Clarity
Reformers embraced Nicene and Chalcedonian Christology Reformed confessions restated historic faith in biblical terms
1 2 3
Correction

They challenged medieval additions unsupported by Scripture

This balanced approach recognized valuable historical continuity while maintaining Scripture's supreme authority. The Reformers' own
confessions (Augsburg, Westminster, etc.) functioned similarly to ancient creeds—as subordinate standards summarizing biblical truth.



KEY THEOLOGICAL ISSUES

The Doctrine of the Trinity

The Trinity is not explicitly named in
Scripture, yet it is unmistakably taught
throughout both Testaments. The early
councils articulated what the Bible reveals:
one God eternally existing in three distinct
persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
each fully God, yet not three Gods but one.

This doctrine stands as Christianity's most
distinctive teaching about God's nature. It
is foundational to understanding salvation:
the Father sends, the Son redeems, and the
Spirit applies salvation to believers.
Denying the Trinity ultimately distorts the
gospel itself.

Biblical Evidence

e Matthew 28:19 - Baptismal
formula

e 2 Corinthians 13:14 -
Benediction

e John 1:1- Christ's deity
e Acts 5:3-4 - Spirit's deity
e Ephesians 4:4-6 - One God

—



Understanding the Trinity

God the Father

The first person of the Trinity, who plans
redemption, sends the Son, and adopts
believers as His children

God the Son

The second person who became incarnate,
accomplished salvation through His death
and resurrection, and intercedes for
believers

God the Holy Spirit

The third person who convicts of sin,
regenerates believers, indwells the church,
and sanctifies God's people

[ Key Principle: The persons are distinct but not separate; one in essence but three in person; equal in attributes but ordered in

relationship.



The Person of Jesus Christ

Christology—the doctrine of Christ's person—stands at the center of Christian faith. The councils' careful definitions protect the gospel by
maintaining both Christ's full deity (enabling Him to provide infinite atonement) and full humanity (enabling Him to represent and redeem

humanity).

Fully Divine

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, possessing all divine
attributes: omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, immutability,
and holiness. He is "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians
1:15) and the exact representation of God's nature (Hebrews 1:3).

Fully Human

Christ took on complete human nature, including a physical body
and rational soul. He experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue,
temptation, and death. Yet He remained without sin (Hebrews 4:15),
perfectly obeying the Father in our place.

One Unified Person

These two natures are permanently united in one person without
confusion or division. Christ does not act sometimes as God and
sometimes as man, but always as the God-man. This union enables
Him to be the perfect mediator between God and humanity (1
Timothy 2:5).



Why the Incarnation Matters

The incarnation—God becoming man in Jesus Christ—is not merely a theological

curiosity but the heart of the gospel. Without the incarnation, there is no salvation.

Christ had to be fully God to offer infinite value in His sacrifice, and fully human to

represent us as our substitute.

If Christ is not fully God:

e His death has finite, not infinite
value

e We are still in our sins
e \We cannot be reconciled to God

e Christianity is false

If Christ is not fully human:

e He cannot represent us as
substitute

e He did not truly die for us

e He cannot sympathize as High
Priest

e The atonement is incomplete




COMMON HERESIES

Historical Heresies the Councils Addressed

Understanding the errors that councils condemned helps us recognize similar distortions today. Each heresy threatened the gospel by
compromising essential truth about God's nature or Christ's person.

———0— —0—

Arianism Modalism Nestorianism

Christ is a created being, not fully God— Father, Son, and Spirit are merely modes Christ is two separate persons (one

the first and greatest creation but not or masks of one person rather than three divine, one human) loosely joined rather
eternal or divine in essence distinct persons than one unified person
Eutychianism Apollinarianism

Christ's two natures merged into one mixed nature, compromising Christ had a human body but divine mind, thus lacking complete

both His deity and humanity human nature necessary for redemption



Modern Versions of Ancient Errors

Contemporary Examples Today
Challenges : -

e Jehovah's Withesses: Arianism
Many modern religious movements e Mormonism: Polytheism/Eternal
repeat ancient heresies in new progression
terminology. Jehovah's Witnesses e Oneness Pentecostalism:
revive Arianism by denying Christ's Modalism

deity. Oneness Pentecostals promote
modalism. Liberal theology often
reduces Jesus to merely a good
teacher or moral example, effectively

e Liberal Christianity: Jesus as mere
human

e Islam: Denial of Trinity and

denying His divine nature. JEETEIE,

Understanding historical heresies
equips believers to recognize and
refute these errors with both biblical
truth and theological precision
developed through centuries of faithful
witness.




PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Why This Matters for Ministry Today

Studying ancient councils and creeds is not merely an academic exercise but essential preparation for effective Christian ministry. These
doctrinal foundations inform our preaching, teaching, evangelism, and discipleship.

Preaching and Teaching

Sound Christology and Trinitarian
theology inform our exposition of
Scripture and help us faithfully
communicate God's nature and
Christ's work.

Evangelism

Understanding Christ's person
enables us to clearly present the
gospel: who Jesus is determines
what He accomplished in His
death and resurrection.

Discipleship

Grounding new believers in
essential doctrine protects them
from false teaching and builds
strong theological foundations for
spiritual growth.

Apologetics

Historical theology provides
tested arguments and careful
formulations useful for defending
Christianity against attacks and
engaging other worldviews.



Using Creeds in Corporate Worship

Many Evangelical churches are rediscovering the value of Benefits of Creedal Recitation

reciting historic creeds in worship. This practice connects

contemporary believers with the global and historical church, * Unites believers across denominational lines

provides theological instruction, and facilitates corporate * Reinforces biblical doctrine memorably
confession of shared faith.  Provides framework for understanding Scripture
When used thoughtfully, creedal recitation reinforces * Guards against theological drift

doctrinal teaching, creates unity around essential beliefs, and e Connects us to church history

helps congregations articulate what they believe and why. It « Offers language for articulating faith

serves as both worship and catechesis.

[ Caution: Creeds should supplement, not replace, Scripture reading and expository preaching. They serve the Word, not supersede it.



Teaching Doctrine to the Next
Generation

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 commands parents to teach God's Word diligently to their
children. Historic creeds provide age-appropriate tools for this task. Children can
memorize short creedal statements before they can comprehend complex
theological explanations, building foundations for later understanding.

01

Early Childhood

Simple catechism questions and answers about God, Jesus, and the Bible

02

Elementary Years

Memorization of Apostles' Creed with basic explanations of each phrase

03

Middle School

Study of Nicene Creed and introduction to theological terminology

04

High School

Examination of historical heresies and deeper exploration of systematic theology



Developing Theological Discernment

One crucial outcome of studying councils and creeds is developing theological discernment—the ability to distinguish truth from error. In an age
of doctrinal confusion and competing truth claims, believers need this skill more than ever.

3 [&

Know Scripture Study History

Immerse yourself in God's Word as the foundation for all Learn how the church has interpreted Scripture and addressed
discernment errors

Test Everything Hold Fast Truth

Examine all teaching against biblical standards, as the Bereans did Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints



PASTORAL GUIDANCE

Addressing Common Questions

"Aren't creeds just human
traditions?"

Creeds are human summaries of divine
revelation. They have authority only
insofar as they accurately reflect
Scripture. We value them as tools, not as
additions to biblical authority.

"Why can't we just stick with the
Bible?"

We absolutely must stick with the Bible!
Creeds help us understand and apply
Scripture correctly by summarizing
biblical teaching and guarding against
misinterpretation.

"Do I have to believe these
creeds?"

The early ecumenical creeds (Apostles’,
Nicene, Chalcedonian) summarize
essential Christian doctrine. Rejecting
their teaching means rejecting biblical
Christianity itself.



Balancing Historical Theology and Biblical Authority

The Danger of Ignoring History

Christians who ignore church history often "reinvent the wheel,"
repeating ancient errors or lacking theological vocabulary to
articulate truth. They may miss valuable insights from centuries of
biblical interpretation and pastoral wisdom.

C.S. Lewis warned against "chronological snobbery"—the
assumption that newer ideas are necessarily better. Historical
theology provides perspective and prevents each generation from
starting from scratch.

The Danger of Elevating Tradition

Conversely, elevating church tradition to Scripture's level
compromises biblical authority. When tradition contradicts Scripture,
we must choose God's Word. This was a core Protestant Reformation
principle.

We honor the past without worshiping it, learn from tradition without
being enslaved to it, and test everything against the unchanging
standard of God's inspired Word.



Resources for Further Study

Primary Sources

E e The creeds themselves (widely available online and in print)
e Writings of Athanasius, especially "On the Incarnation”

e Selected works of church fathers: Irenaeus, Augustine

Historical Studies

g e "The Story of Christianity" by Justo Gonzalez
e "Historical Theology" by Gregg Allison
e "Christianity Through the Centuries" by Earle Cairns

Systematic Theology

@ e "Systematic Theology" by Wayne Grudem
e "Christian Theology" by Millard Erickson
e "The Institutes of the Christian Religion" by John Calvin



CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

Creeds in a Post-Christian Culture

In today's pluralistic, post-Christian Western culture, clear doctrinal boundaries are
more important than ever. When all beliefs are considered equally valid and truth
claims are dismissed as intolerance, historic creeds provide anchors in revealed
truth.

The early church faced similar challenges in pagan contexts. Like them, we must
lovingly but firmly maintain biblical truth while engaging our culture with gospel
clarity. Creeds help us know what we believe and why, enabling confident, gracious
witness in a confused world.



The Unity of the Body of Christ

One beautiful aspect of historic creeds is their unifying power. Despite
denominational differences on secondary issues, Evangelical believers
worldwide confess the same essential truths about God's nature and Christ's
person.

This unity around core doctrine fulfills Jesus' prayer in John 17 for His
followers' oneness. While we may differ on baptism, church government, or
eschatology, we stand together on the Trinity, Christ's deity and humanity,
His atoning death and bodily resurrection—the gospel essentials defined by
early councils.

Essential Unity

All true Christians agree on:

Scripture's authority

God's triune nature

Christ's full deity and humanity
Salvation by grace through faith

Christ's return and final judgment



Standing Firm on Essential Doctrine

Jude 3 exhorts believers to "contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints." This charge requires us to know,
defend, and pass on essential Christian doctrine to future generations.

Transmission
Defense , ,
. Faithfully pass orthodox doctrine to the
Foundation . . .
Learn to recognize and refute false next generation through teaching,
Build your faith on Scripture, teaching using biblical truth and discipleship, and example
understanding core doctrines thoroughly theological precision

through study and teaching

Historic creeds assist in all three tasks by providing tested formulations of biblical truth that have guarded the gospel for centuries.



CONCLUSION

The Enduring Value of Councils and
Creeds

Church councils and creeds, when properly understood and used, serve as
valuable tools for Christian faith and practice. They do not replace Scripture but
help us understand and apply it faithfully. They do not create doctrine but clarify
what the Bible teaches about God's nature and Christ's person.

As Evangelical Protestants, we maintain Scripture's supreme authority while
gratefully receiving the theological heritage that faithful believers before us labored
to preserve. We stand on their shoulders, benefiting from their battles against error,

while continuing to test all teaching against God's inerrant Word.




Living Out Orthodox Faith

Right belief must lead to right living. Studying councils and creeds is not an end in itself but preparation for faithful ministry, authentic worship,
and bold witness. The doctrines these statements protect—the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Atonement—are not abstract concepts but life-

transforming realities.

1 2 1

One God Two Natures One Gospel

Fully divine and fully human in Christ Salvation through Christ alone by grace

In three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
through faith

These truths should fuel our praise, shape our prayers, inform our evangelism, and guide our discipleship.



Passing the Faith to Future Generations

Every generation must receive, guard, and transmit the faith to the
next. The councils and creeds remind us that we are part of a great
continuity of believers stretching across two millennia and spanning
the globe.

Our children need more than sentimental faith—they need theological
foundations that will withstand cultural pressure, intellectual
challenges, and spiritual warfare. Teaching them the historic creeds
provides a framework for understanding Scripture and articulating
their faith with confidence.

Our Calling

e Study to show ourselves approved (2 Timothy 2:15)
e Hold fast to sound doctrine (Titus 1:9)

e Teach others what we have learned (2 Timothy 2:2)
e Contend for the faith once delivered (Jude 3)

e Watch our life and doctrine closely (1 Timothy 4:16)



Final Exhortation

Hold Fast to Sound Doctrine

As you continue in ministry and Christian life, let the historic faith guide and strengthen you. Study Scripture diligently as your ultimate authority.
Value the theological heritage preserved through councils and creeds. Guard essential doctrine carefully against error. Teach the next
generation faithfully.

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you
have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus." (2 Timothy 3:14-

15)

May God grant you wisdom, courage, and faithfulness as you contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints, standing firm on the truth
of His Word and the gospel of Jesus Christ.



