Theontology: The Study of God's
Nature

An exploration of God's character, attributes, and relationships with humanity
through Scripture, tradition, and systematic theology.




The Foundation of Theontology

What is Theontology?

Theontology is the systematic study of the nature, character, and
essence of God. It forms the cornerstone of Christian theology,
providing the foundation upon which all other theological disciplines
rest. This field examines who God is, what He is like, and how He
relates to His creation.

The term combines the Greek words theos (God) and ontologia
(study of being), emphasizing the investigation of God's very nature
and existence. Understanding God's nature transforms how we
worship, pray, and live out our faith daily.

Core Questions

What can we know about God's nature?
How does God reveal Himself to humanity?
What are God's essential attributes?

How does God relate to creation?

What is the significance of the Trinity?

These questions guide our exploration of divine nature and shape
our understanding of Christian doctrine and practice.



Theontology's Place in Systematic Theology

Christology Pneumatology
Study of Christ's nature and work, /@\ Qg Study of the Holy Spirit's person and
revealing God incarnate ministry in believers
Ecclesiology Soteriology
Study of the Church as God's covenant CEDS] Qf Study of salvation through God's
community redemptive work

Theontology provides the theological foundation that supports and informs these interconnected disciplines. Our understanding of God's
nature directly shapes how we comprehend Christ's person, the Spirit's work, salvation's meaning, and the Church's purpose.



Why Theontology Matters

Shapes Our Worship Guides Our Ethics
Understanding God's holiness, Knowledge of God's character
majesty, and love transforms how provides the moral foundation for
we approach Him in worship, Christian living. His justice, mercy,
prayer, and devotion. Right and righteousness become our
theology leads to right doxology. standards.

Strengthens Our Faith

Deep understanding of God's faithfulness, power, and promises builds
confidence in trials and sustains hope in difficult seasons.




Classical and Contemporary Perspectives

Patristic Era 100-500 AD)

Church Fathers developed foundational doctrines about
God's nature, establishing orthodox understanding of divine
attributes and the Trinity through councils and theological
writings.

Reformation (I500-1700 AD)

Reformers emphasized God's sovereignty, grace, and
scriptural revelation, returning to biblical foundations while
maintaining classical orthodoxy.

Medieval Scholasticism (500-1500 AD)

Theologians like Anselm and Aquinas synthesized faith and
reason, producing systematic treatments of God's existence,
attributes, and relationship to creation.

Modern Era (1700-Present)

Contemporary theology engages with scientific discoveries,
philosophical challenges, and cultural contexts while
maintaining historic Christian convictions about God's
nature.



God Reveals Himself

"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands." — Psalm 19:1

God's self-revelation forms the basis of all theological knowledge. We cannot discover God through human effort alone; He must make
Himself known. Scripture testifies that God reveals Himself through creation, Scripture, and supremely in Jesus Christ.



Biblical Foundations for Studying God

Psalm 19:1

"The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands."

Significance: Creation itself testifies to
God's existence, power, and divine
nature, providing universal revelation
accessible to all humanity.

Romans1:20

"For since the creation of the world God's
invisible qualities-his eternal power and
divine nature-have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been
made."

Significance: Paul affirms that God's
attributes are evident through creation,
leaving humanity without excuse for
unbelief.

Isaiah 40:28

"Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will
not grow tired or weary, and his
understanding no one can fathom."

Significance: God's eternal nature,
limitless power, and incomprehensible
wisdom distinguish Him from all created
beings.



Reflection: How God's Nature Impacts Our Lives

Critical Questions to Consider

As we embark on this study of God's nature, we must constantly examine how
theological knowledge transforms spiritual practice. These questions should guide
our exploration:

« How does understanding God's holiness shape my approach to worship and
prayer?

. Inwhat ways does God's sovereignty bring comfort during uncertain times?

« How should God's justice and mercy influence my relationships and ethical

decisions?

« What difference does God's omnipresence make in my daily awareness and
conduct?

« How does comprehending God's love deepen my capacity to love others?

Theology divorced from practice becomes empty intellectualism. True theontology
always leads to transformation, worship, and obedience.




Primary Sources for Studying
God

Our knowledge of God comes from multiple sources that work together to reveal
His nature. Scripture stands as the primary and authoritative source, while
tradition, reason, and experience provide supporting frameworks for
understanding divine revelation.




Sacred Scripture: Our Primary Source

Old Testament

The Hebrew Scriptures reveal God as Creator, covenant-maker,
and Lord of history. Through the Law, Prophets, and Writings, we
encounter God's holiness, justice, faithfulness, and mercy.

« God's name revealed: YHWH (I AM)
- Creation narratives establishing divine sovereignty
« Covenants demonstrating God's faithfulness

- Prophetic revelation of God's character

New Testament

The Christian Scriptures unveil God most fully in Jesus Christ while
expanding our understanding through apostolic teaching about
the Trinity, salvation, and God's redemptive plan.

« Christ as perfect revelation of God (John 1:18)
« Trinitarian formulations and theology
« God's love demonstrated at the cross

« The Spirit's role in revelation and sanctification



The Role of Church Tradition

The Church Fathers

The patristic writings provide invaluable insight into how early
Christians understood and articulated the nature of God. These
theologians wrestled with heresies, defended orthodoxy, and
developed precise language for expressing divine mysteries.

Key figures include:

« Irenaeus of Lyons

- Athanasius of Alexandria
« Augustine of Hippo

« Gregory of Nazianzus

« John Chrysostom

Ecumenical Councils

Historic councils addressed critical theological questions about
God's nature, producing statements that continue to guide orthodox
Christian understanding.

Major councils:

1. Nicaea (325 AD) - Christ's divinity

2. Constantinople (381 AD) - Trinity and Holy Spirit
3. Ephesus (431 AD) - Christ's unified person

4. Chalcedon (451 AD) - Christ's two natures

These councils defended biblical truth against distortions and
established theological boundaries that protect sound doctrine.



Contemporary Theological Approaches

& Philosophical Theology

Modern philosophical approaches examine God's nature
through rigorous logical analysis, exploring concepts like
divine simplicity, timelessness, immutability, and the
coherence of traditional attributes. This method engages
both classical and analytic philosophy.

O< Science and Theology

Contemporary theontology engages scientific discoveries
about cosmology, quantum physics, and evolutionary biology,
exploring how these findings relate to traditional doctrines of
creation, providence, and divine action in the world.
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Systematic Theology

This approach organizes biblical teaching topically,
synthesizing Scripture's witness about God into coherent,
comprehensive statements. It harmonizes diverse biblical
passages to present unified doctrines about divine nature and
action.

Cultural Engagement

Modern theologians dialogue with contemporary culture,
addressing questions about religious pluralism, gender,
justice, and environmental stewardship while maintaining
fidelity to historic Christian convictions about God's nature.



Methods of Theontological Study

0)1
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Biblical Exegesis

Careful interpretation of Scripture in its original languages, historical
contexts, and literary genres. This involves examining syntax,
semantics, and textual criticism to discern the precise meaning of
biblical texts about God.

03

Historical Theology

Tracing how Christian understanding of God's nature developed
through church history. This method examines how doctrines
emerged, evolved, and were refined through controversies and
councils.

04

Systematic Synthesis

Organizing biblical and historical insights into coherent theological
statements. This involves harmonizing diverse scriptural witnesses
and reconciling apparent tensions in a logically consistent framework.

Practical Application

Translating theological knowledge into spiritual formation, worship,
ethics, and ministry. True theontology must inform how believers
pray, worship, make decisions, and engage with the world.



Hermeneutical Principles for Understanding God

Progressive Revelation

God revealed Himself gradually throughout history, with each stage
building upon previous revelation. The Old Testament provides
foundational knowledge, while the New Testament brings fullness
and clarity, especially through Christ.

J The principle of progressive revelation does not mean
earlier revelation was false, but that it was incomplete. God
accommodated His self-disclosure to humanity's capacity
to receive it.

Analogical Language

Scripture uses human language and concepts to describe the infinite
God. We must recognize that theological language operates
analogically-terms like "father," "king," and "shepherd" reveal true
aspects of God's nature while acknowledging that God transcends
these categories.

This requires balancing two truths:

« God truly is what Scripture reveals

« God infinitely exceeds our comprehension



The Existence of God

Before exploring God's nature and attributes, we must establish the foundation: Does God exist? While Scripture assumes God's existence

rather than arguing for it, theology has developed compelling philosophical and biblical reasons affirming that God is real, necessary, and
knowable.



Classical Arguments for God's Existence

Cosmological Argument

Core Logic: Everything that begins to exist has a cause. The

universe began to exist. Therefore, the universe has a cause-God.

This argument points to God as the necessary, uncaused first
cause. Since the universe cannot explain its own existence, there
must be a transcendent cause possessing the power to bring
everything into being.

Moral Argument

Core Logic: Objective moral values and duties exist. If God does
not exist, objective moral values do not exist. Therefore, God
exists.

The universal human recognition of moral obligations requires
grounding in a transcendent, personal, and good Being who
establishes moral standards.

Teleological Argument

Core Logic: The universe displays intricate design, order, and
purpose. Design implies a designer. Therefore, an intelligent
Designer-God-exists.

From the fine-tuning of physical constants to the complexity of
biological systems, the universe bears unmistakable marks of
intentional design that point to divine intelligence.

Ontological Argument

Core Logic: God is defined as the greatest conceivable being. A
being that exists in reality is greater than one existing only in
imagination. Therefore, God must exist in reality.

This philosophical argument suggests that the very concept of
God as maximally great necessarily entails His existence.



Biblical Witness to God's Existence

"The fool says in his heart, 'There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good." — Psalm 14:1

Scripture treats God's existence as self-evident rather than requiring proof. The biblical writers assume that creation itself, human conscience,
and historical revelation make God's reality undeniable. Denying God's existence is not presented as an intellectual position but as moral and
spiritual rebellion.

Romans 1:19-20 Implications

"Since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God Paul argues that God's existence is not hidden or obscure but

has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's manifestly evident through creation. Human rejection of God stems
invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-have been not from lack of evidence but from suppression of truth due to sin.
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that Creation provides sufficient knowledge to render atheism

people are without excuse." inexcusable.



Contemporary Challenges to Belief in God

New Atheism

Contemporary atheist thinkers argue that science explains reality
without need for God, that religious belief causes harm, and that
moral systems can function without divine foundation. These
arguments require thoughtful Christian response demonstrating
science's compatibility with theism, faith's positive contributions,
and the necessity of God for grounding morality and meaning.

Religious Pluralism

The existence of diverse religious traditions leads some to question
whether any single conception of God can be true. Christian
theontology maintains that while general revelation reaches all
people, special revelation in Christ provides definitive knowledge of
God's nature, making religious truth claims meaningful and
assessable.

Problem of Evil

Perhaps the most emotionally compelling challenge asks: If God is
all-powerful and perfectly good, why does evil and suffering exist?
Theodicy attempts to reconcile God's attributes with evil's reality,
pointing to human free will, soul-making, and God's ultimate
purposes that may transcend our current understanding.



Faith and Reason: A Necessary Partnership

Reconciling Faith and Reason

Christianity has historically affirmed that faith and reason are not enemies but
complementary pathways to truth. While reason can lead us toward God through
natural theology and philosophical arguments, faith receives divine revelation that
transcends but does not contradict reason.

Key principles:

Reason can demonstrate God's existence is rational

Faith involves trust in God's self-revelation beyond bare reason
The Holy Spirit illuminates truth, enabling proper understanding
Intellectual doubt can coexist with genuine faith

Seeking understanding enhances rather than undermines faith

Augustine's famous maxim captures this balance: "Credo ut intelligam™I believe in
order to understand. Faith seeking understanding represents mature Christian

discipleship.



God: The Supreme Being

God is not merely one being among many but the Supreme Being-the necessary,
self-existent, infinite reality upon whom all else depends. Unlike created beings
whose existence is contingent and derived, God exists by His very nature. He is the
ground of all being, the source of all existence, and the ultimate explanation for
why there is something rather than nothing.



God as Necessary Being

Self-Existent

God's existence depends on nothing outside Himself. He is aseitas-self-sufficient and independent.

g, Ontologically Prior

God exists before and independently of all creation. He is the foundation upon which reality rests.

Eternal

God has no beginning or end. He transcends time, existing in an eternal now.

Infinite

&

God is unlimited in His attributes, unrestricted by space, time, or
created categories.

These characteristics distinguish the Creator from all created things. Where creatures are contingent, finite, and temporal, God alone possesses
necessity, infinity, and eternality as essential attributes of His being.



God as First Cause and Sustainer

The First Cause

Every effect requires a cause, but the chain of causation cannot
extend infinitely backward. There must be an uncaused first cause-a
being that initiates causation without itself being caused. This is
God.

God is not merely the first cause chronologically but the
fundamental cause metaphysically. He is the reason there is
causation at all, the ground of the principle that effects require
causes. Without God, the very concept of causation would lack
foundation.

The Sustainer

God's relationship to creation did not end with the initial act of
creation. He continually sustains all things in existence, moment by
moment. As Colossians 1:17 declares, "in him all things hold
together."

This doctrine of divine conservation means that creatures do not
possess independent existence. We continually depend on God's
active sustaining power. If God withdrew His sustaining presence
even for an instant, all reality would collapse into nothingness.

Providence involves not just passive maintenance but active
governance-God directs creation toward His purposes while
respecting creaturely freedom and natural processes.



Creator-Creation Distinction

Ontological Distinction No Divine Emanation
A fundamental difference in being Creation is not an extension or
exists between Creator and creation. emanation of God's essence. God
God is uncreated, necessary, and created ex nihilo (from nothing),
infinite; creation is contingent, establishing reality as distinct from
dependent, and finite. This gap is Himself. This opposes pantheism,
not one of degree but of kind. which identifies God with the
universe.

Transcendence and Immanence

God is simultaneously transcendent (infinitely beyond creation) and
immanent (intimately present within creation). He is neither distant nor
absorbed into nature but relates to creation as sovereign Lord who remains
near.




God's Self-Revelation

God is knowable only because He chooses to reveal Himself. Without divine initiative, humanity would remain ignorant of God's nature and
purposes. Revelation is God's gracious act of making Himself known through various means, progressively unfolding throughout history and
climaxing in Jesus Christ.



General Revelation: God in Nature and Conscience

General revelation refers to knowledge of God accessible to all people
through nature and conscience. This form of revelation is "general" because
it is universally available, not limited to specific times, places, or peoples.

Revelation Through Creation

The natural world testifies to God's existence, power, wisdom, and glory.
From the vastness of galaxies to the intricacy of DNA, creation displays
divine handiwork. Psalm 19:1-4 describes how the heavens wordlessly
proclaim God's glory to all nations.

Revelation Through Conscience

Humans possess innate moral awareness-a sense of right and wrong that
transcends cultural conditioning. Romans 2:14-15 explains that even Gentiles
without the Law show "the requirements of the law written on their hearts,
their consciences also bearing witness."

Limitations

While general revelation demonstrates God's existence and
basic attributes, it cannot reveal:

« God's trinitarian nature

« The way of salvation

« God's redemptive plan

« Specific moral commands

« Personal relationship with God

Moreover, sin distorts human ability to rightly perceive and
respond to general revelation. People suppress the truth,
exchanging worship of the Creator for created things
(Romans 1:18-25).

General revelation renders humanity "without excuse" but
insufficient for salvation. Special revelation becomes
necessary.



Special Revelation: God in Scripture and History

Prophetic Word

E God spoke through chosen prophets, revealing His will, character, and purposes. These inspired messages, preserved in Scripture,
provide authoritative knowledge of God unavailable through nature or reason alone.

Mighty Acts

l::‘] God revealed Himself through historical interventions-the Exodus, the conquest of Canaan, the exile and return, and supremely
2 through Christ's incarnation, death, and resurrection. These acts demonstrate God's power, faithfulness, and redemptive
purposes.

Covenantal Relationship

0
(® God established covenants with His people, revealing His character through promises, laws, and relational commitments. Each
covenant disclosed new dimensions of divine nature while building toward the new covenant in Christ.
Written Scripture
EQ The Holy Spirit inspired biblical authors to inscripturate revelation, preserving God's self-disclosure for all generations. Scripture

serves as the normative, sufficient, and final authority for Christian faith and practice.



God Revealed in
Christ

"No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is
in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known." — John 1:18

Jesus Christ represents the supreme and final revelation of God. In the incarnation,
God became human, making the invisible visible and the unknowable knowable.
Christ is not merely a prophet who speaks about God but God Himself in human
flesh.




Christ: The Perfect Image of God

Colossians 1:15-20

"The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible... He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together."

Christ is not merely like God or a representative of God-He is the
perfect image, the exact representation of divine nature. To see
Christ is to see the Father (John 14:9).

Hebrews 1:1-3

"In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son... The Son is the radiance of God's glory and
the exact representation of his being."

Previous revelations were partial and preparatory. Christ is the
culmination of God's self-disclosure-complete, final, and
unsurpassable. No further revelation of God's nature is needed or
expected.

[ The doctrine of Christ as God's supreme revelation grounds Christian exclusivism. While respecting other religions, Christianity
maintains that ultimate knowledge of God comes only through Jesus Christ, who is "the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6).



The Holy Spirit's Revelatory Work

The Holy Spirit plays an essential role in both inspiring revelation and illuminating its meaning for believers. Without the Spirit's work, humans
cannot truly understand or respond to God's self-disclosure.

Inspiration

The Spirit moved upon biblical authors,
guiding them to write God's word
accurately while using their personalities,
vocabularies, and contexts. This divine-
human collaboration produced Scripture
that is both fully divine and fully human.

[llumination

The same Spirit who inspired Scripture
opens believers' hearts and minds to
comprehend divine truth. Illumination
doesn't add to Scripture's content but
enables proper understanding and
application.

Internal Testimony

The Spirit bears witness within believers'
hearts that Scripture is God's word. This
internal testimony provides assurance of
Scripture's divine origin and authority
beyond rational arguments alone.



God's Incommunicable Attributes

Divine attributes are traditionally divided into two categories: incommunicable and communicable. Incommunicable attributes belong to God
alone and cannot be shared with creatures. These attributes emphasize God's transcendence, uniqueness, and the infinite qualitative
distinction between Creator and creation.



Eternality: God Beyond Time

"Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God." — Psalm 90:2

No Beginning, No End

God has neither beginning nor ending. He did not come into
existence and will never cease to exist. Unlike creatures who are
bound by time, existing moment by moment, God exists in a
timeless eternal present.

This does not mean God is everlasting within time (existing through
endless duration) but that He transcends time altogether. Past,
present, and future are equally present to God's awareness. He does
not remember the past or anticipate the future-He experiences all
moments simultaneously in His eternal now.

Theological Implications

God's eternality means:

« Heisunaffected by temporal change or decay

« His knowledge encompasses all of time

He never learns or forgets

His purposes span all ages

« His promises are absolutely certain

For believers, God's eternality provides comfort-He was present
before our troubles began and will remain after they end. Our
temporal struggles occur within the context of God's eternal
purposes and unchanging love.



Immutability: God Never Changes

Malachi 3:6

"I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are
not destroyed."

God's character, purposes, and promises remain constant. He is
utterly reliable and trustworthy because He never becomes
something He was not or ceases to be what He has always been.

James 1:17

"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows."

Unlike celestial bodies whose light shifts and varies, God remains
constant. His goodness, love, and faithfulness never diminish or
fluctuate. We can depend on Him absolutely.

D Clarification: Immutability does not mean God is static or cannot relate dynamically to creation. God genuinely interacts with His

creatures, responding to prayers and actions. However, these responses flow from His unchanging character and eternal purposes.
God's being and character never change, though His actions may vary in response to changing circumstances.



Omnipotence: God's Unlimited Power

"Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you." —
Jeremiah 32:17

Omnipotence means God possesses all power. He can do anything consistent with His nature and purposes. No force in the universe can
thwart His will or resist His power when He chooses to act.

Understanding Divine Power Power in Scripture
God's omnipotence does not mean He can do absolutely anything we can conceive. Creation: God spoke the universe into existence from
Rather, God can do anything that is logically possible and consistent with His nothing (Genesis 1)

nature. God cannot: ] -
Redemption: God raised Jesus from death,

« Create logical contradictions (square circles) demonstrating power over sin and mortality

. Do evil or lie (contrary to His nature) (Ephesians 1:19-20)

» Cease to exist (contrary to His necessity) Sustenance: God upholds all things by His powerful
« (Change His essential attributes word (Hebrews 1:3)

These "limitations" are not weaknesses but reflections of God's perfect rationality
and moral character. Omnipotence means having all the power that can
meaningfully be possessed.



Omniscience: God's Perfect Knowledge

Complete Knowledge

God knows all things actual and possible-past, present, and
future. His knowledge is immediate, direct, and exhaustive. He
never learns, discovers, or infers. Psalm 139:1-6 celebrates
God's comprehensive knowledge of each person's thoughts,
words, and actions.

Middle Knowledge

Some theologians propose God possesses "middle
knowledge"-knowledge of what any free creature would do in
any possible circumstance. This helps explain how God can
sovereignly orchestrate history while preserving genuine
human freedom.

Foreknowledge

God knows all future events with certainty, including free
human choices. This does not mean future events are
predetermined by God's knowledge. Rather, God's eternal
perspective allows Him to know with certainty what creatures
will freely choose.

Wisdom

God's knowledge is not merely informational but includes
perfect wisdom-the ability to apply knowledge rightly to
achieve the best ends. God never makes mistakes or
miscalculates. His plans are always optimal.



Omnipresence: God Everywhere Present

"Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the
depths, you are there." — Psalm 139:7-8

Omnipresence means God is fully present everywhere Theological Significance
simultaneously. There is nowhere in the universe-or beyond it-
where God is absent. This attribute flows from God's infinity and

spirituality. « No one can hide from God

God's omnipresence means:

Not Pantheism « God is available to all who call upon Him

' ) o ) , _ « Believers can experience God's presence anywhere
God's omnipresence does not mean God is identical with creation

(pantheism) or that His essence is spatially distributed throughout
the universe. Rather, God transcends space while being present to - Nothing escapes divine awareness or care

every point in space.

« God governs and sustains all of creation

For believers, omnipresence provides comfort-we are never alone,

God is present to all places without being contained by any place. He never beyond God's reach. For unbelievers, it serves as warning-
fills heaven and earth yet infinitely exceeds them both. there is no escape from accountability to God.



God's Communicable Attributes

Communicable attributes are characteristics of God that, in limited ways, can be reflected in human beings. While creatures can never possess
these attributes in the same degree or manner as God, they can display them analogously. These attributes emphasize both God's
transcendence and His desire for creatures to reflect His character.



Holiness: God's Transcendent Purity

Holy, Holy, Holy

"In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above
him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were
flying. And they were calling to one another: 'Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.™ — Isaiah 6:1-3

Holiness is God's most fundamental attribute, expressing His absolute moral perfection and transcendent otherness. God is utterly separate
from all moral imperfection, completely pure, and infinitely exalted above creation. The threefold repetition "holy, holy, holy" emphasizes the
superlative degree of divine holiness.



Dimensions of Divine Holiness

Transcendence

God is wholly other, infinitely exalted above
creation in majesty and glory

Calls Us Higher

God summons believers to reflect His @\, g
holiness: "Be holy, because I am holy"

Demands Worship

God's holiness elicits awe, reverence, and
adoration from creatures

Moral Perfection

God is completely free from any moral
imperfection, defect, or evil

Luminous Glory

God dwells in unapproachable light,
radiating splendor and beauty

Separation

God is utterly distinct from sin, maintaining
perfect purity



Justice: God's Perfect Righteousness

Foundational Truth

"Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
love and faithfulness go before you." — Psalm 89:14

God's justice means He always acts in accordance with what is right.
He is the ultimate standard of righteousness-the very definition of
what is just and fair. His judgments are always perfect, His verdicts
always correct, His sentences always appropriate.

[

Aspects of Divine Justice

Retributive Justice: God punishes sin appropriately. Evil does not
go unnoticed or unpunished. His justice ensures moral order in the
universe.

Distributive Justice: God gives to each according to their deeds.
He shows no partiality, treating all people fairly regardless of status
or identity.

Restorative Justice: God works to restore what sin has broken. His
justice aims not merely at punishment but at restoration and
reconciliation.

At the cross, God's justice and mercy meet perfectly. Sin receives its
just punishment through Christ's substitutionary atonement, while
sinners receive mercy and forgiveness.



Mercy: God's Compassionate Forbearance

"The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished." — Exodus 34:6-7

Compassion

God feels deep concern for suffering
creatures. His heart moves with pity
toward those in distress. Mercy is God's
goodness toward those in misery.

Patience

God withholds immediate judgment,
providing time and opportunity for
repentance. He is "slow to anger,"
enduring rebellion with remarkable
forbearance (2 Peter 3:9).

Grace

God bestows unmerited favor on
undeserving sinners. Where justice gives
what is deserved, grace gives what is
undeserved. Mercy withholds earned
punishment; grace provides unearned
blessing.



God is Love

"God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them." — 1 John 4:16

Love is not merely something God does-love is what God /s. His very essence is
love. This does not mean God is a sentimental deity who overlooks sin, but that His
fundamental disposition toward His creation is one of self-giving, other-centered
benevolence.




The Nature of Divine Love

Agape Love

God's love is agape-unconditional, self-sacrificing love that seeks
the highest good of the beloved. This love is not based on the
worthiness or attractiveness of the object but flows from God's own
nature.

Unlike human love, which often responds to perceived value, God's
love creates value in its objects. He loves us not because we are
lovable but to make us lovable.

Demonstrated at the Cross

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).

The supreme manifestation of God's love occurred at Calvary, where
the Son willingly suffered and died for humanity's redemption.

Characteristics

Eternal: God's love has no beginning and will have no end (Jeremiah
31:3)

Immutable: Nothing can separate us from God's love (Romans
8:38-39)

Universal in scope: God loves the world (John 3:16)

Particular in application: God sets special covenantal love upon
His elect people

Perfect: God's love never fails, never errs, never gives up

Active: God's love expresses itself in concrete action, not merely
sentiment

[J The doctrine that "God is love" must be balanced with other attributes. God's love operates within the framework of His holiness,
justice, and truth. Love does not negate justice-it fulfills it through Christ's atoning work.



Wisdom: God's Perfect Understanding

"Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!" —

Romans 11:33

God's wisdom means He always chooses the best means to accomplish the best ends. He never makes mistakes, never needs to revise His
plans, and never acts on incomplete information. His wisdom combines perfect knowledge with perfect judgment.

Wisdom in Creation

The intricate design of the universe
displays divine wisdom. From cosmic
laws to biological systems, creation
reveals an intelligent Designer who
ordered all things optimally (Proverbs
3:19).

Wisdom in Redemption

God's plan of salvation through Christ
demonstrates wisdom that surpasses
human understanding. The cross
appeared as foolishness but
accomplished humanity's greatest
need through unexpected means (1
Corinthians 1:24-25).

Wisdom in Providence

God sovereignly orchestrates all events
—even evil and suffering-to ultimately
serve His good purposes. What
appears chaotic or cruel from our
limited perspective fits perfectly
within God's wise plan (Romans 8:28).



Harmony and Balance of Divine Attributes

Perfect Integration

God's attributes do not conflict but work
together in perfect harmony. His justice
and mercy meet at the cross; His
sovereignty and human freedom coexist
mysteriously.

Absolute Consistency

God never acts inconsistently with any of
His attributes. He cannot be merciful in a
way that violates justice or just in a way
that contradicts love. Perfect coherence
marks all divine action.

Divine Simplicity

Classical theology teaches that God's
attributes are not separate components
but different aspects of His unified, simple
essence. God does not possess attributes-
He is His attributes.

Superlative Excellence

Each attribute exists in God in infinite
degree. He is not merely powerful-He is
omnipotent. Not just good-perfectly
good. Every attribute reaches its maximum
possible expression.



Practical Implications for Christian Life

Worship

Understanding God's attributes should lead

to profound worship. We worship not
merely what God does but who He is-
infinite in perfection, unlimited in power,
boundless in love.

True worship responds to God's revealed
character with awe, adoration, and
submission. Each attribute provides fresh
reasons for praise.

Ethics

God's moral attributes establish the
foundation for Christian ethics. Holiness,
justice, and love become the standards by
which we evaluate our behavior and
attitudes.

The call to holiness (1 Peter 1:16) means
reflecting God's character in our conduct.
Moral transformation involves growing
conformity to divine attributes.

Comfort

God's attributes provide comfort in every
circumstance:

« His omnipotence assures us He can help
« His omniscience means He understands
« Hislove guarantees He cares

« His wisdom ensures He knows best

« His faithfulness promises He will fulfill His
word



The Holy Trinity

The doctrine of the Trinity stands as Christianity's most distinctive and profound theological conviction. It affirms that the one true God exists

eternally as three distinct persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-who share completely in the one divine nature. This mystery transcends human
comprehension yet forms the foundation of Christian faith and worship.



Defining the Trinity

One God Three Persons Equally Divine

Christianity is thoroughly monotheistic. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Each person of the Trinity possesses all
There exists only one God (Deuteronomy persons, not merely modes or divine attributes fully and equally. The Son
6:4). The Trinity does not teach three gods manifestations of one person. Each person and Spirit are not lesser deities or created
but one God in three persons-tri-unity, not relates to the others, loves the others, and beings but share completely in the one
tri-theism. possesses full deity. divine essence.

(D Key Formula: One God in three persons, or three persons in one essence. The unity is in essence/being/nature; the trinity is in
persons/subsistences/relations.



Biblical Evidence for the Trinity

Trinitarian Formulas

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." —
Matthew 28:19

Jesus' baptismal formula places Father, Son, and Spirit in equivalent
positions, united by the singular "name" (not names). This implies
shared divine identity.

"May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." — 2 Corinthians
13:14

Paul's benediction again coordinates three persons in parallel
structure, suggesting equal divine status.

Trinitarian Scenes

Jesus' Baptism (Matthew 3:16-17): The Spirit descends as a dove
while the Father speaks from heaven, even as the Son stands in the
water. All three persons appear simultaneously and distinctly.

The Incarnation (Luke 1:35): The Spirit overshadows Mary to bring
about the conception of the Son, fulfilling the Father's redemptive
plan.

Jesus' Teaching (John 14-16): Jesus extensively distinguishes
Himself from the Father while promising to send "another"
Counselor, the Holy Spirit. These chapters presuppose personal
distinctions within the Godhead.



Historical Development of Trinitarian Doctrine

Apostolic Era (Ist Century)

The New Testament writers affirm Christ's divinity and the
Spirit's personhood while maintaining Jewish monotheism.
The raw materials of Trinitarian doctrine appear throughout
Scripture, though not yet systematically formulated.

Council of Nicaea (325 AD)

Responds to Arianism, which denied Christ's full divinity. The
council affirms that the Son is "of one substance
(homoousios) with the Father"-fully and equally God. The
Nicene Creed becomes the standard of orthodoxy.

Cappadocian Refinement

The Cappadocian Fathers (Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory
of Nazianzus) develop sophisticated terminology
distinguishing essence (ousia) from persons (hypostases),
providing conceptual precision to Trinitarian theology.

Early Controversies 2nd-3rd Centuries)

Heresies emerge that necessitate clarification: Modalism
(persons are merely modes), Subordinationism (Son and
Spirit are lesser), and Tritheism (three separate gods). The
Church defends both unity and distinctions.

Council of Constantinople (381 AD)

Addresses the Holy Spirit's divinity against those who
viewed Him as a creature or impersonal force. Affirms the
Spirit as "the Lord, the giver of life...who proceeds from the
Father...who with the Father and Son is worshiped and
glorified."



Relationships Within the Trinity

The three persons of the Trinity exist in eternal relationship with one another. These relationships are characterized by mutual love, perfect
knowledge, and harmonious will, while maintaining distinct roles and processions.

1

The Father

The first person of the Trinity, underived
and unbegotten. The Father eternally

generates the Son and spirates the Spirit.

He is the source and fountain of the

Godhead, though not superior in essence.

3

The Son

The second person, eternally begotten of
the Father. Eternal generation means the
Son derives His deity from the Father (not
created but begotten), sharing fully in
divine nature while maintaining distinct
personhood.

@

The Spirit

The third person, who proceeds from the
Father (and the Son in Western theology).
Procession is the Spirit's eternal
relationship of origin, distinct from
generation. The Spirit applies the work of
redemption accomplished by the Son.



Theological and Pastoral Implications

Foundation of Redemption Model for Relationships

The entire work of salvation is inherently Trinitarian: The Trinity provides the ultimate paradigm for human community.

The persons' unity-in-diversity, mutual love, and other-centeredness

« The Father plans redemption and sends the Son models how believers should relate:

« The Son accomplishes redemption through incarnation, death,

and resurrection « Unity without uniformity

. The Spirit applies redemption, regenerating believers and - Equality with functional distinctions
indwelling the Church « Self-giving love

Each person contributes distinctly yet harmoniously to our salvation. +  Perfect communication

We are saved by the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit. « Harmonious cooperation

The Church especially reflects Trinitarian reality—-many members,
one body, functioning in love and mutual submission.



The Trinity in Creation and Providence

Creation

All three persons participate in creation.
Genesis 1:1-2 mentions God (Father) and
the Spirit. John 1:3 and Colossians 1:16
identify the Son (Word) as the agent
through whom all things were made.
Creation is a Trinitarian act.

Sustenance

The Trinity continuously sustains
creation. The Father's will, the Son's
powerful word (Hebrews 1:3), and the
Spirit's presence maintain the universe in
existence and order. Providence is a
Trinitarian operation.

Consummation

The Trinity will bring history to its
ordained conclusion. The Father will
restore all things, the Son will return in
glory to judge and reign, and the Spirit
will complete the work of sanctification
in God's people.



God's Creative Work

Creation Ex Nihilo

The doctrine of creation ex nihilo (creation from nothing) affirms that God
brought the universe into existence without using pre-existing materials. Before
creation, only God existed. He spoke, and reality began. This distinguishes biblical
creation from pagan myths involving divine craftsmen shaping eternal matter or
gods emerging from primordial chaos.



God as Absolute Creator

Biblical Foundation

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." —
Genesis 1:1

"By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was
visible." — Hebrews 11:3

The Hebrew word bara (create) in Genesis 1:1 emphasizes divine
creative power producing something genuinely new. God's word
alone is sufficient to bring reality into being.

Theological Significance

God is absolutely independent-He needed nothing to create
Creation is utterly contingent-it depends completely on God
Matter is not eternal or divine but created and good
God's power is unlimited by pre-existing constraints

Creation reflects divine freedom-God chose to create

This doctrine opposes both dualism (eternal matter alongside God)
and emanationism (creation flowing necessarily from divine nature).



$ Jd Rational Order

Creation exhibits mathematical precision, physical laws, and
logical structure. The universe is intelligible because it reflects
divine rationality. Science is possible because God created an
ordered cosmos governed by consistent principles.

x Aesthetic Excellence

Creation is not merely functional but beautiful. God delights in
beauty, crafting a world filled with colors, sounds, textures,
and forms that evoke wonder and pleasure. Beauty reflects
God's own perfection and generosity.

Order, Purpose, and Design in Creation

&

Teleological Design

Creation displays purpose and directionality. From the fine-
tuning of cosmic constants to the intricate complexity of
biological systems, the universe appears designed for life,
consciousness, and relationship with God.

Moral Goodness

Genesis repeatedly declares creation "good" and "very good."
God created nothing evil. Though sin corrupted creation, its
fundamental nature remains good-valuable, purposeful, and
worth redeeming.



Divine Providence

Providence refers to God's continuous involvement with creation-preserving, governing, and directing all things toward His purposes. God did

not create the world and abandon it but remains intimately involved in every aspect of reality.
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Preservation

God sustains all things in existence moment
by moment. Creation does not possess
independent existence but depends
continuously on divine power. If God
withdrew His sustaining presence, everything
would cease to exist (Nehemiah 9:6;
Colossians 1:17).

Concurrence

God works in and through natural causes and
human actions. He doesn't merely sustain
things in general but cooperates with every
event, giving creatures real causal power
while remaining ultimately sovereign. God
works through means while retaining control
over outcomes.

Government

God directs all things according to His wise
purposes. Nothing happens by chance or
accident. God's sovereignty extends over
nature, history, nations, and individual lives.
He orchestrates everything to accomplish His
redemptive plan.



Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom

The Tension

How can God be sovereign over all things while humans remain
genuinely free and morally responsible? This question has divided
theologians for centuries, producing various models attempting to
reconcile divine control and human agency.

Compatibilism: Divine sovereignty and human freedom are
compatible. God ordains all things, including free human choices, yet
humans act freely according to their desires. Freedom means acting
according to one's nature and desires, not acting without any
determining factors.

Libertarianism: True freedom requires the ability to choose
otherwise (alternative possibilities). God grants genuine libertarian
freedom to humans, limiting His control to allow for authentic
choices. God knows but does not determine free decisions.

Biblical Balance

Scripture affirms both truths without fully resolving the tension:

« (God sovereignly works all things according to His will (Ephesians
1:11)

« Humans make real choices and bear moral responsibility
(Deuteronomy 30:19)

« (God accomplishes His purposes through human decisions (Acts
2:23; 4:27-28)

« Prayer matters and influences outcomes (James 5:16)

Mystery remains. We must affirm both divine sovereignty and

human responsibility without demanding full comprehension of how
they cohere. Both truths are biblical and necessary.



The Problem of Evil

If God is all-powerful, all-knowing, and perfectly good, why does evil exist? This
question-the problem of evil-represents perhaps the most emotionally and

intellectually challenging issue in Christian theology. How we answer shapes both
doctrine and pastoral care.




Addressing the Problem of Evil

The Free Will Defense

God created humans with genuine freedom because love and
moral goodness require free choice. The possibility of evil is the
price of meaningful freedom. God could have created robots
programmed to obey, but such beings could not truly love or
worship. Moral evil results from human misuse of freedom, not
from God.
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The Greater Good Defense

God permits evil because it serves purposes that outweigh the
evil itself-purposes we cannot fully comprehend from our limited
perspective. Romans 8:28 promises that "in all things God works
for the good of those who love him." God brings redemptive good
even from terrible evil (Joseph's story, Genesis 50:20).

2

The Soul-Making Theodicy

God permits suffering because it serves character development
and spiritual growth. Virtues like courage, patience, compassion,
and faith require challenging circumstances to develop. A world
without difficulty would produce shallow, immature souls
incapable of deep relationship with God or others.

4

The Christological Response

The ultimate Christian answer to evil is not philosophical but
personal-Jesus Christ. God entered into human suffering,
enduring evil's worst at the cross. God does not merely allow
suffering from a distance but participates in it. The resurrection
demonstrates that God will ultimately triumph over all evil, death,
and suffering.



Trust in God's Justice and Goodness

While theodicies provide intellectual frameworks, ultimately believers must trust
God's character even when His ways remain mysterious. We rest in several
anchoring truths:

. God is good: His nature is perfectly loving, just, and merciful
. God is wise: He sees the full picture we cannot perceive
. God is sovereign: Evil does not catch Him off guard or thwart His plans

. God is present: He suffers with us and promises to redeem all things

D)

. God is faithful: He will keep His promises to destroy evil and wipe away tears

The book of Job reminds us that God's ways transcend our understanding. Rather
than explaining suffering, God reveals Himself, and that revelation proves
sufficient. Knowing God-His character, power, and love-provides comfort that
mere explanations cannot.

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts." — Isaiah 55:8-9




