
Christology: An Introduction to 
the Study of Jesus Christ
A comprehensive journey through the person, nature, and work of Jesus Christ in 
Christian theology.



What is Christology?

Definition
The theological study of the person, 
nature, and work of Jesus Christ

Central Focus
Understanding who Jesus is and what He 
accomplished for humanity

Foundation
The cornerstone of Christian faith, 
doctrine, and practice

Christology represents the heart of Christian theology, examining the divine and human nature of Jesus Christ, His redemptive work, and His 
ongoing significance for believers throughout history.



Christology Within Systematic Theology

Core Position

Christology occupies the central position in systematic theology, 
serving as the foundation upon which all other doctrines rest. It 
addresses the fundamental question: Who is Jesus Christ?

This study encompasses both the person of Christ (His nature and 
identity) and the work of Christ (His redemptive mission and 
ongoing ministry).

Interconnected Disciplines

Pneumatology: The Spirit testifies to Christ

Soteriology: Salvation accomplished through Christ

Ecclesiology: The Church as the body of Christ

Eschatology: Christ's return and final judgment



Why Study Christ?

Deepens Faith
Understanding Christ transforms abstract belief into personal 
relationship, grounding faith in historical reality and theological truth.

Guides Practice
Knowledge of Christ shapes daily decisions, moral choices, and 
spiritual practices, providing a living model for Christian discipleship.

Strengthens Witness
Clear understanding enables believers to articulate their faith 
effectively, answering questions and sharing the gospel with 
confidence.

Guards Truth
Solid christological foundation protects against heresy and 
distortions, preserving the authentic gospel message through 
generations.



The Relevance of Christ 
Today

"What is the relevance of studying Christ for the believer's life today?"

In an age of rapid change and competing worldviews, understanding Christ 
remains profoundly relevant. His teachings address contemporary issues of justice, 
identity, purpose, and hope. The person of Christ offers stability amid chaos, 
meaning amid confusion, and hope amid despair.



Primary Sources for Studying Christ

01

Sacred Scripture
The Bible stands as the primary, authoritative 
source for christological study, providing 
direct testimony about Jesus' life, teachings, 
and redemptive work.

02

Church Tradition
Patristic writings, conciliar decisions, and 
historic creeds preserve and clarify apostolic 
teaching about Christ's person and nature.

03

Theological Reflection
Contemporary scholarship engages Scripture 
and tradition through new hermeneutical 
lenses, addressing modern questions while 
maintaining orthodox faith.



Christ in the Old Testament
The Old Testament prepares the way for Christ through prophetic promises, 
typological patterns, and prefigurative figures. These testimonies point forward to 
the coming Messiah, establishing expectations and frameworks for understanding 
Jesus' mission.

Messianic Prophecies
Isaiah 7:14 (virgin birth), Isaiah 9:6-
7 (eternal kingdom), Micah 5:2 
(Bethlehem birthplace)

Typological Foreshadowing
Sacrificial system, Levitical 
priesthood, Passover lamb, bronze 
serpent

Prefigurative Persons
Melchizedek, Moses, David, Solomon, Joseph



Christ in the New Testament

Gospel Accounts

The four Gospels present complementary portraits of Jesus, each emphasizing 
different aspects of His identity and mission. Together, they provide a 
comprehensive picture of the incarnate Word.

Epistolary Testimony

Paul's letters develop profound theological reflection on Christ's person and work, 
while the general epistles and Revelation expand understanding of His cosmic 
significance and eschatological role.

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." — 
John 1:1, 14



Patristic Contributions

1

1st-2nd Century
Apostolic Fathers defend Christ's divinity and 

humanity against early distortions

2

3rd-4th Century
Great theologians articulate Trinitarian and 

christological formulations

3

5th Century
Ecumenical councils define orthodox 

understanding of Christ's two natures

4

6th-8th Century
Further refinement addresses remaining 

controversies and regional challenges

The Church Fathers preserved apostolic teaching, combated heresies, and developed precise theological language to express the mystery of 
Christ's person.



Historic Ecumenical Councils

Council of Nicaea (325 AD)
Affirmed Christ's full divinity against 
Arianism: "begotten, not made, of one 
substance with the Father"

Council of Constantinople (381 
AD)
Confirmed Nicene Christology and 
completed Trinitarian doctrine

Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)
Defined hypostatic union: one person in 
two natures, without confusion, change, 
division, or separation



Contemporary Christological Studies

Historical Approaches

Historical Christology examines Jesus within 
His first-century Jewish context, using 
archaeological evidence, comparative 
religious studies, and critical historical 
methods to understand the Jesus of history.

Contextual Approaches

Contextual Christology interprets Christ's 
significance through various cultural, social, 
and experiential lenses—liberation theology, 
feminist theology, African theology, Asian 
theology.

Systematic Approaches

Systematic Christology integrates biblical 
data, historical development, and 
philosophical reflection into coherent 
doctrinal frameworks for contemporary 
faith communities.

Reflection: How has Christian tradition helped us comprehend the person of Christ throughout centuries of theological 
development?



Methods of Christological Study

Biblical Christology
Employs exegesis and hermeneutics to extract christological 
meaning from Scripture, comparing Gospel narratives and 
analyzing textual witnesses.

Historical Christology
Traces development of christological doctrine through councils, 
creeds, controversies, and theological formulations across church 
history.

Systematic Christology
Articulates the person and work of Christ within comprehensive 
theological frameworks, integrating with soteriology and 
Trinitarian theology.

Practical Christology
Applies christological understanding to spirituality, ethics, 
mission, and daily Christian living in contemporary contexts.



Messianic Prophecies in the Old 
Testament

Isaiah 7:14 — The Virgin Birth
"Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel."

Isaiah 9:6-7 — The Eternal 
King
"For to us a child is born... and he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace."

Micah 5:2 — Bethlehem 
Origin
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small... out of you 
will come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel."

These prophecies, written centuries before Christ's birth, demonstrate God's 
sovereign plan and provide authenticating markers for the Messiah's identity.



Typology: The Old Testament Points to Christ

Sacrificial System

The Levitical sacrifices foreshadowed Christ's once-for-all sacrifice. 
The Day of Atonement ritual, with its scapegoat and blood offering, 
prefigured Jesus' substitutionary death.

The Tabernacle

Every element pointed to Christ: the altar (sacrifice), the laver 
(cleansing), the lampstand (light of the world), the bread (bread of 
life), the veil (His flesh), the ark (God's presence).

The Passover Lamb

The unblemished lamb whose blood protected Israel from judgment 
became the perfect type of Christ, "our Passover lamb" (1 Corinthians 
5:7).

The Bronze Serpent

Moses' lifted serpent that brought healing to those who looked 
upon it prefigured Christ lifted on the cross, bringing salvation to all 
who believe (John 3:14-15).



Prefigurative Figures of Christ

Melchizedek
Mysterious priest-king 
who blessed Abraham, 
representing Christ's 
eternal priesthood "in the 
order of Melchizedek" 
(Hebrews 7)—without 
genealogy, combining 
kingship and priesthood.

Moses
The great liberator who 
delivered Israel from Egypt 
and mediated God's law 
prefigured Christ as the 
ultimate deliverer and 
mediator of a new 
covenant (Hebrews 3:1-6).

David
The shepherd-king after 
God's own heart 
foreshadowed Christ as 
the good shepherd and 
rightful heir to the eternal 
throne promised in the 
Davidic covenant (2 
Samuel 7:12-16).

Reflection: How does the Old Testament point to Christ's mission and prepare us to understand His redemptive work?



Four Portraits of Jesus in the Gospels

Matthew's Jesus
The Messiah-King who fulfills Old 

Testament prophecies, inaugurates God's 
kingdom, and calls disciples to kingdom 

righteousness.

Mark's Jesus
The Suffering Servant and Son of God who 
came "not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 
10:45).

Luke's Jesus
The Universal Savior and compassionate 
Redeemer who brings good news to the 
poor, proclaims release to captives, and 
welcomes outcasts.

John's Jesus
The Logos incarnate—pre-existent Word 

who is life and light, revealing the Father's 
glory through miraculous signs and 

profound teachings.



Jesus in Matthew: The Expected Messiah
Matthew presents Jesus as the long-awaited Jewish Messiah, systematically 
demonstrating how He fulfills Old Testament prophecies. The genealogy traces 
Jesus' royal lineage through David and Abraham, establishing His credentials as the 
rightful king.

The Sermon on the Mount portrays Jesus as the new Moses, delivering divine law 
from a mountain. Matthew's frequent formula quotations—"to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophet"—emphasize divine providence and scriptural 
authentication.

Key Themes
Kingdom of heaven

Fulfillment of prophecy

New righteousness

Cosmic authority

Defining Verse
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me" (Matthew 28:18)



Jesus in Mark: The Suffering Servant

Mark's Gospel, the earliest written, emphasizes Jesus' actions over 
His teachings. This fast-paced narrative presents Jesus as the 
Suffering Servant who came to serve and sacrifice.

The term "immediately" appears repeatedly, creating urgency. Jesus' 
identity as God's Son remains partially veiled (the "messianic secret") 
until His crucifixion, when a Roman centurion declares, "Surely this 
man was the Son of God" (Mark 15:39).

Mark highlights Jesus' humanity—His emotions, limitations, and 
ultimate sacrifice—while gradually revealing His divine power through 
exorcisms, healings, and nature miracles.



Jesus in Luke: Universal Savior

Compassion for Outcasts
Luke emphasizes Jesus' ministry to 
marginalized groups—women, Gentiles, 
Samaritans, tax collectors, and sinners—
demonstrating God's inclusive love.

Prayer and Spirit
Jesus frequently withdraws for prayer, 
and the Holy Spirit's role is prominent 
from conception through ascension, 
preparing for Acts' narrative.

Joy and Salvation
Themes of celebration, rejoicing, and 
divine reversal permeate Luke's Gospel, 
culminating in the good news of 
salvation for all people.

"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." — Luke 19:10



Jesus in John: The Logos Incarnate
John's Gospel presents the most explicitly theological portrait. The prologue (1:1-
18) establishes Jesus' pre-existence, deity, and incarnation. Unlike the synoptic 
Gospels, John organizes material around seven miraculous signs and seven "I AM" 
statements that reveal Jesus' divine identity.

1
I AM the Bread of Life
Spiritual sustenance

2
I AM the Light
Divine illumination

3
I AM the Good Shepherd
Sacrificial care

4
I AM the Resurrection
Eternal life

John emphasizes intimate relationship with God through belief in Jesus, 
culminating in Thomas' confession: "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28).



How does each Gospel 
contribute to a complete 
vision of Christ?
The four Gospels function like four witnesses to the same glorious reality, each offering a unique perspective that enriches our understanding. 
Matthew presents the King, Mark the Servant, Luke the Savior, and John the Son of God—yet all describe the same person.

This diversity-in-unity reflects the richness of Christ's person and work. No single portrait could capture His fullness. Together, they provide a 
multifaceted revelation that addresses different audiences, questions, and spiritual needs while maintaining essential unity.



Apostolic Christology: Paul's Theology

Christ in Paul's Thought

Paul develops profound theological reflection on Christ's cosmic 
significance, presenting Him as the Second Adam whose obedience 
reverses the first Adam's disobedience (Romans 5:12-21).

His letters articulate the mystery of incarnation, the efficacy of 
Christ's sacrificial death, the power of resurrection, and believers' 
mystical union with Christ ("in Christ" appears over 200 times).

Key Pauline Passages

Philippians 2:5-11: The kenosis hymn—Christ's self-emptying 
and exaltation

Colossians 1:15-20: Christ's supremacy and cosmic 
reconciliation

1 Corinthians 15: Christ's resurrection as firstfruits

Romans 8:31-39: Nothing separates from Christ's love



Christology in the General Epistles

Hebrews
Christ as superior high priest, perfect sacrifice, and mediator of a 
better covenant—emphasizing His heavenly priesthood and once-
for-all sacrifice.

Peter's Letters
Christ as the cornerstone, suffering example, and coming judge—
encouraging perseverance through suffering by following His 
example.

Johannine Epistles
Christ as incarnate Word, advocate with the Father, and 
embodiment of divine love—combating early Gnostic denials of 
the incarnation.

Revelation
Christ as conquering Lion and slain Lamb, Alpha and Omega, 
victorious King who will judge and reign forever—apocalyptic 
imagery of ultimate triumph.



Christological Witness in the Early Church
The apostolic and post-apostolic church maintained steadfast confession of Jesus as Lord and Savior despite persecution. Their witness 
combined doctrinal clarity with practical devotion, liturgical worship with ethical transformation.

Early creeds, hymns, and martyrologies demonstrate that from the beginning, Christians worshiped Jesus as God incarnate, affirming both His 
full divinity and genuine humanity. This confession, sealed in blood, established the foundation for all subsequent christological development.



The Incarnation: God Becomes Man

Biblical Foundation
"The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us" (John 1:14). God took 
on human nature without ceasing to be 
God.

True Humanity
Jesus possessed a real human body, soul, 
and mind. He experienced hunger, thirst, 
fatigue, joy, sorrow, and temptation.

Profound Mystery
How deity and humanity unite in one 
person transcends full comprehension, 
yet remains central to Christian faith and 
salvation.

"Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men." — Philippians 2:5-7



Jesus' Human Experience

Growth and Development

"And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and man" (Luke 2:52). He developed physically, intellectually, 
socially, and spiritually as any human child.

He learned obedience through suffering (Hebrews 5:8), experienced 
genuine temptation (Hebrews 4:15), and faced the full range of 
human emotions from joy to anguish.

He felt emotions
Compassion, anger, sorrow, joy

He experienced limitations
Hunger, thirst, fatigue, pain

He faced temptation
Yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15)



The Humanity of Christ: Theological 
Implications
Christ's genuine humanity has profound implications for faith and Christian life. 
Because He truly became human, He can fully represent humanity before God and 
truly sympathize with our weaknesses.

Sympathetic High Priest
Jesus understands our struggles 
from personal experience, offering 
compassionate intercession 
(Hebrews 4:14-16).

Perfect Representative
As the Second Adam, His 
obedience reverses humanity's fall, 
offering righteousness to all who 
believe (Romans 5:18-19).

Model for Living
His human life provides the supreme example of godliness, love, humility, and 
obedience to God's will (1 Peter 2:21).

Reflection: How does Christ's humanity impact your faith and 
relationship with God? How does knowing He experienced human 
struggles encourage you?



The Divinity of Christ

The New Testament consistently affirms Jesus' full deity. He possesses divine attributes, exercises divine prerogatives, and receives worship 
reserved for God alone. This doctrine, fiercely defended by the early church, remains non-negotiable for orthodox Christianity.

01

Divine Titles
Lord, Son of God, Messiah, Word, Alpha and Omega, King of Kings, 
God (John 1:1; 20:28; Hebrews 1:8)

02

Divine Attributes
Eternality, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, immutability, 
sovereignty

03

Divine Actions
Creates, sustains, forgives sins, judges, raises the dead, saves

04

Divine Worship
Receives prayer, praise, and worship alongside the Father and Spirit



Christ's Divine Nature: Biblical Evidence

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God." — John 1:1

"For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." — 
Colossians 2:9

"I and the Father are one." — John 10:30 "Before Abraham was, I AM." — John 8:58

These declarations, combined with Jesus' acceptance of worship (Matthew 14:33; John 9:38) and His resurrection power, establish His full 
divinity beyond doubt.



The Father-Son Relationship

Eternal Relationship

The Father-Son relationship exists 
eternally within the Godhead, not 
merely from the incarnation. The Son 
is "begotten, not made"—sharing the 
Father's essence while maintaining 
personal distinction.

This relationship displays perfect love, 
mutual glorification, and complete 
unity of will and purpose (John 17:5, 
24).

Economic Distinction

In the economy of salvation, the Son 
willingly submits to the Father's will, 
yet this functional subordination 
doesn't imply ontological inferiority.

The Father sends, the Son is sent; the 
Father gives, the Son receives—yet 
both share equal divine nature and 
glory.



Christ and the Trinity

Holy Spirit

Father Son

Father & 
Spirit Son & Spirit

Father 
& Son

Divine 
Essence

Christology necessarily intersects with Trinitarian theology. Understanding Christ requires grasping the mystery of three persons in one divine 
essence. The Son shares the one divine nature with Father and Spirit while maintaining personal distinction.

This doctrine guards against both modalism (one person in three modes) and tritheism (three separate gods), affirming monotheism while 
accounting for biblical revelation of God's threefold personal existence.



Understanding 
the Divine-
Human Union

How can we comprehend the coexistence of divine and human natures in one 
person?

This mystery exceeds human comprehension yet remains foundational to Christian 
faith. The incarnation represents God's greatest act of condescension and love—
divinity taking on humanity without diminishment or confusion. Though we 
cannot fully explain it, we can affirm what Scripture teaches and worship the Word 
made flesh.



The Hypostatic Union

One Person
Jesus Christ is one unified person, not two persons cohabiting 
one body. The person is the eternal Son who assumed human 
nature.

Two Natures
He possesses two complete and distinct natures—fully divine 
and fully human—each retaining its properties without mixture 
or confusion.

The term "hypostatic union" describes this mysterious reality: the union of divine and human natures in the single person (Greek: hypostasis) 
of Jesus Christ. This union began at conception and continues eternally.

Each nature operates according to its properties: the divine nature performs miracles, the human nature experiences suffering. Yet all actions 
belong to the one person of Christ.



The Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)
The Chalcedonian Definition represents the church's most precise and enduring 
christological formulation. It carefully navigates between heresies, affirming 
orthodox truth in memorable language.

1

Without Confusion
The two natures do not mix or blend into a third, hybrid nature

2

Without Change
Each nature retains its distinctive properties and attributes

3

Without Division
The natures cannot be separated into two different persons

4

Without Separation
The union is permanent and indissoluble, even after death



Theological and Pastoral Implications

For Theology

The hypostatic union grounds our salvation. Only a divine-human 
mediator could reconcile God and humanity. Christ's divine nature 
gives His sacrifice infinite value; His human nature allows Him to 
represent us.

This doctrine also protects the integrity of God's being—He doesn't 
change, yet truly enters human experience.

For Practice

Believers can approach God confidently through Christ, knowing He 
truly understands human weakness while possessing divine power to 
save.

The incarnation validates physical existence, provides a model for 
sacrificial love, and assures us of our own bodily resurrection and 
glorification.

Reflection: Why is the hypostatic union fundamental to the doctrine of salvation? How would salvation be impossible without it?



Jesus as Lord and Savior

1
Lordship of Christ

God exalted Him to the highest place and 
gave Him the name above every name 

(Philippians 2:9-11)

1
Saving Work

One mediator between God and humanity, 
giving His life as a ransom for many (1 

Timothy 2:5-6)

1
Universal Authority

All authority in heaven and earth has been 
given to Him (Matthew 28:18)

Confessing "Jesus is Lord" (Romans 10:9) encompasses His deity, sovereignty, salvific work, and believers' submission to His authority. This 
confession, central to Christian faith, unites christological doctrine with personal devotion.



Christ the Mediator
Christ's mediatorial role bridges the infinite gap between holy God and sinful 
humanity. As the God-man, He uniquely qualifies to represent both parties, 
reconciling divine justice with divine mercy.

Satisfies Justice
Bears penalty of sin

Demonstrates Love
Shows God's grace

Reconciles Parties
Unites God and humanity

Secures Salvation
Guarantees eternal life

"For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all." — 1 Timothy 2:5-6



The Work of Christ: Redemption

Redemption signifies buying back or liberating something held captive through payment of a price. Christ's redemptive work frees humanity 
from slavery to sin, death, and Satan's dominion through His sacrificial death.

Liberation
Freedom from sin's bondage and power

Payment
Christ's blood as the purchase price

Transfer
From Satan's kingdom to God's kingdom

Celebration
Forgiveness, justification, adoption as 

children



Substitution and Expiation

Penal Substitution

Christ took our place under divine judgment, bearing the penalty our 
sins deserved. He became our substitute, receiving punishment so 
we could receive pardon.

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Expiatory Sacrifice

Christ's death removes sin's guilt and defilement, cleansing believers 
and satisfying divine justice. His blood purifies conscience and 
grants access to God's presence.

The Old Testament sacrificial system foreshadowed this perfect, 
once-for-all sacrifice that actually accomplishes what animal blood 
could only symbolize (Hebrews 9:11-14).



Justification and Reconciliation

Justification
God's legal declaration that believers are righteous based on 

Christ's righteousness credited to their account. It's a forensic 
act occurring in God's courtroom, changing our legal status 

before Him.

We are justified by grace through faith in Christ's finished work, 
not by our own merit or efforts (Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 2:8-

9).

Reconciliation
The restoration of peace and relationship between God and 

humanity, previously separated by sin. Christ's death removed 
hostility, making friendship possible.

"God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people's sins against them" (2 Corinthians 5:19). Enemies become 

friends, children, heirs.

Reflection: How does Christ's redemptive work affect your daily experience as a believer? How should understanding substitutionary 
atonement shape your gratitude and worship?



Christ and Salvation

Accomplished on the Cross
Historical redemption achieved through death and resurrection

Applied by the Spirit
Personal salvation through regeneration, faith, and conversion

Worked Out in Life
Progressive sanctification conforming believers to Christ's image

Perfected in Glory
Final glorification when Christ returns or believers die

Salvation encompasses past (justification), present (sanctification), and future (glorification) dimensions, all grounded in Christ's finished 
work.



Christ's Threefold Office

King

Prophet Priest

Ruling 
Prophet Priestly King

Teacher 
& 

Mediat
or

Jesus 
Christ

Reformed theology emphasizes Christ's work through three offices drawn from Old Testament patterns. Understanding these roles provides 
comprehensive framework for His ministry and ongoing work.



Christ as Prophet

Reveals God's Truth
Christ is the ultimate prophet, 
revealing God's character, will, and 
redemptive plan through His 
teachings, parables, and very 
person (John 1:18).

Fulfills Prophecy
Moses promised a prophet like 
himself (Deuteronomy 18:15-18). 
Christ fulfills this promise, being 
the definitive Word from God who 
must be heard and obeyed.

Teaches with Authority
Unlike the scribes, Jesus taught as 
one having authority (Matthew 
7:28-29), speaking not in God's 
name but as God Himself 
incarnate.



Christ as Priest

Perfect Sacrifice

Christ serves as both priest and victim, offering Himself as the spotless sacrifice 
that atones for sin once and for all (Hebrews 7:26-27).

Eternal Priesthood

Unlike Levitical priests who died and were replaced, Christ lives forever, His 
priesthood permanent and unchanging (Hebrews 7:23-25).

Ongoing Intercession

Christ continues His priestly ministry in heaven, interceding for believers and 
applying His sacrifice's benefits to their lives (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34).



Christ as King

Davidic Heir
Born in David's lineage, Christ fulfills God's covenant promise of an eternal king on David's throne (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Luke 1:32-33)

Present Rule
Christ currently reigns from heaven, governing His church and overruling world affairs to accomplish redemptive purposes 
(Ephesians 1:20-23)

Future Kingdom
At His return, Christ will establish visible, universal kingdom where righteousness dwells and every knee bows in worship (Philippians 
2:10-11; Revelation 11:15)



Christ in the Life of the Believer

Ethical Model
Christ provides the supreme example of godly 
character and behavior. Believers are called 
to imitate His humility, love, obedience, and 
self-sacrifice in daily living.

Continual Intercession
Jesus constantly intercedes for believers 
before the Father's throne, ensuring their 
security, growth, and ultimate glorification 
despite weaknesses and failures.

Living Connection
Through mystical union, believers abide in 
Christ and He in them, providing spiritual life, 
power for obedience, and assurance of God's 
love and acceptance.

"I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me." — Galatians 2:20



Christology in Church History: Patristic 
Period
The Patristic era (1st-8th centuries) witnessed intense theological development as 
the church clarified Christ's identity against various heresies. The Apostolic Fathers 
preserved apostolic teaching, while later theologians developed precise technical 
vocabulary.

1Early Threats
Docetism (denied real 

humanity), Ebionism (denied 
divinity) 2 Arianism

Denied Christ's full divinity; 
defeated at Nicaea (325)

3Nestorianism
Divided Christ into two 

persons; condemned at 
Ephesus (431) 4 Monophysitism

Merged two natures; rejected 
at Chalcedon (451)



Major Heresies and Orthodox Responses

Arianism
Error: Christ is created, subordinate, not 
truly God

Response: Nicene Creed affirmed Christ 
as "begotten, not made, of one substance 
with the Father"

Nestorianism
Error: Christ is two persons loosely 
united

Response: Council of Ephesus declared 
Mary "Theotokos" (God-bearer), 
affirming one person

Monophysitism
Error: Christ has only one (divine) nature

Response: Chalcedon defined two 
natures united in one person without 
mixture

Each heresy, though erroneous, forced the church toward greater precision in articulating christological truth, resulting in enduring orthodox 
formulations.



Medieval and Reformed Christology

Medieval Synthesis

Scholastic theologians like Anselm and Aquinas integrated patristic 
christology with Aristotelian philosophy, developing sophisticated 
explanations of the incarnation and atonement.

Anselm's Cur Deus Homo ("Why God Became Man") argued that only 
a God-man could satisfy divine honor offended by sin, requiring 
infinite satisfaction only God could provide yet humanity owed.

Protestant Reformation

Reformers emphasized justification by faith in Christ alone, 
recovered biblical christology from medieval accretions, and stressed 
Christ's completed work versus ongoing priestly mediation.

Luther emphasized Christ's presence in Word and Sacrament, while 
Calvin stressed believers' union with the ascended Christ through the 
Spirit's work.



Modern and Contemporary Christology

Liberal Theology
Reduced Christ to moral teacher, questioned 

supernatural elements

Neo-Orthodoxy
Barth recovered Christ's centrality while engaging 

modern thought

Liberation Theology
Emphasized Christ's identification with the poor 

and oppressed

Evangelical Renewal
Reaffirmed historic orthodoxy with contemporary 

application

Contemporary christology grapples with historical criticism, religious pluralism, cultural contextualization, and scientific worldviews while 
maintaining apostolic faith's essential elements.



Ecumenical Christology
Despite denominational differences, Christian traditions maintain remarkable 
christological consensus on essentials. The ancient creeds—Apostles', Nicene, 
Chalcedonian—unite Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant believers in common 
confession of Christ's deity, humanity, and saving work.

Ecumenical dialogue has demonstrated that divisions often concern ecclesiology, 
sacraments, or authority rather than christology itself. This shared christological 
foundation offers hope for greater visible unity among Christ's followers.



Christ and Contemporary Challenges

Scientific Materialism
Christology affirms that reality transcends matter, the 
supernatural intersects history, and miracles—especially 
resurrection—validate Christian claims about Jesus.

Religious Pluralism
While respecting other traditions, orthodox christology maintains 
Jesus' uniqueness as God's definitive revelation and humanity's 
only savior (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

Cultural Relativism
Christ's incarnation in first-century Judaism doesn't limit His 
universal significance; His teachings transcend cultural 
particularity while being communicated through it.

Postmodern Skepticism
Christology grounds truth in historical person and events, not 
merely subjective experience or linguistic constructions, while 
acknowledging interpretive dimensions.



Christ in Liturgy and Sacraments

The Lord's Supper / Eucharist

This central act of Christian worship commemorates Christ's 
sacrifice while mysteriously making believers participants in His 
body and blood. Whether understood as symbolic memorial, spiritual 
presence, or transubstantiation, all traditions recognize Christ's 
centrality.

Baptism

Baptism initiates believers into Christ's death and resurrection, 
visibly enacting spiritual union with Him. As Paul writes, "We were 
buried with him through baptism into death" (Romans 6:4).

Both sacraments direct attention to Christ's redemptive work, nourishing faith through tangible signs of invisible grace.



Christ and Spiritual Formation

Discipleship means progressive transformation into Christ's likeness through these spiritual disciplines, empowered by the Spirit who glorifies 
Jesus and conforms believers to His image (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Scripture Study
Encountering Christ through His Word

Prayer
Communing with Christ directly

Fellowship
Meeting Christ in His body

Service
Serving Christ in others

Worship
Adoring Christ corporately



Christ and the Church's Mission
Christ commands His followers to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-
20), continuing His mission of seeking and saving the lost. The church exists as 
Christ's body and bride, extending His redemptive work through proclamation, 
compassion, and presence.

Proclamation
Declaring Christ's gospel

Compassion
Demonstrating Christ's love

Presence
Embodying Christ's character

Expansion
Extending Christ's kingdom



Christ-Centered Ethics

Love
Christ's command to love God supremely and neighbors as 
ourselves provides ethical foundation. His sacrificial love models 
true agape that seeks others' good.

Justice
Following Christ means advocating for the oppressed, defending 
the weak, and working toward societal righteousness that 
reflects God's character.

Forgiveness
Because Christ forgave our immense debt, believers extend 
forgiveness to others, breaking cycles of vengeance and 
bitterness through grace.

Humility
Christ's self-emptying (Philippians 2:5-11) patterns believers' 
relationships—seeking others' interests, serving rather than being 
served, valuing others above self.



Christ and Eschatology: The Second Coming
Christian hope centers on Christ's promised return in glory to judge the living and dead, consummate redemption, and establish His eternal 
kingdom. This blessed hope motivates holy living, evangelistic urgency, and patient endurance through suffering.

01

Personal Return
Christ will return visibly, bodily, and gloriously—the same Jesus who 
ascended (Acts 1:11)

02

Universal Judgment
Every person will give account before Christ's judgment seat (2 
Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10-12)

03

Final Victory
Christ will defeat all enemies, destroy death, and hand the kingdom to 
the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

04

Eternal Reign
Christ will rule forever in new creation where righteousness dwells 
(Revelation 21-22)



Christ in Comparative Theology

Orthodox Christology

Eastern Orthodoxy emphasizes theosis 
(deification)—believers participating in 
divine nature through union with Christ. 
Strong emphasis on incarnation's cosmic 
significance and Christ's victory over death.

Catholic Christology

Roman Catholicism maintains Chalcedonian 
orthodoxy while emphasizing Christ's 
ongoing presence through magisterium, 
sacraments, and saints' intercession. Strong 
Marian devotion connected to incarnation.

Reformed Christology

Protestant traditions stress Christ's finished 
work, justification by faith alone, and direct 
access to God through Christ without 
additional mediators. Emphasis on 
Scripture's authority in christological 
questions.

Despite differences, all three traditions confess the ancient creeds and maintain apostolic christological faith's core elements.



Christ and Interfaith Dialogue

Judaism
While Jews reject Jesus as Messiah, Christians recognize deep connections to Jewish faith and anticipate future Jewish recognition of 
their Messiah. Respectful dialogue acknowledges shared scriptural heritage.

Islam
Muslims honor Jesus as prophet but deny His divinity, crucifixion, and resurrection. Christians can appreciate common ground while 
clearly articulating distinctive claims about Jesus' identity.

Eastern Religions
Buddhism and Hinduism offer radically different frameworks. Christians distinguish between Christ's historical, bodily incarnation 
and Eastern concepts of divine manifestation or enlightenment.

Faithful dialogue maintains Christ's uniqueness while showing respect, seeking understanding, and sharing the gospel with humility and love.



Jesus 
Christ: 
Yesterday, 
Today, 
Forever

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." — Hebrews 13:8

Christology is not merely academic exercise but life-transforming encounter with 
the living Lord who was, is, and is to come. Understanding Christ's person and 
work deepens faith, strengthens witness, guides practice, and prepares believers 
for eternity in His presence.

As we study Christ, we do not merely learn about Him—we come to know Him 
personally, worship Him passionately, serve Him faithfully, and anticipate seeing 
Him face to face in glory.


