Christian Education

A comprehensive exploration of the theological foundations, historical
development, and practical application of Christian education in the contemporary
church. This presentation examines how the church fulfills its teaching vocation

while equipping believers for minis1'ry and life transformation.




The Educational Imperative in Scripture

Biblical Foundation

Education appears +hroughou’r Scrip’rure as a central theme, from
Genesis to Revelation. The word appears expLiciﬂy in2 Timofhy 3:16,

translated as “instruction” or "education” from the Greek paideia.
The biblical mandate for education encompasses:

* Teaching God's commands (Deuteronomy 4:6)
* Preserving knowledge (Ezra #:10)
° Trqnsmi’r’ring faith across 9enera’rions (Psalm 18)

* Making disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-20)




The Epistemology of Christian Education

Creation The Fall Restoration

God created humani’ry perfec’r and Sin corrup’red human intellect, emotions, Education serves o humanize fallen
compLe’re, with po’ren’rial to live in and capaci’ry to know God, crea’ring the humqni+y and restore reLa‘rionship with
harmony with the Creator (Genesis 1:26- need for redemp‘rive education God Jrhrough Christ

31)

Christian education addresses the fundamental human condition: we are created in God's image ye+ fallen, requiring intentional formation to fulfill

our created purpose.



Human Perfection and the Cultural
Commission

When God created humcmi’ry, He established a governmen’rat sys+em for Eden with
clear components: duties (cultivate and quard), rights (eat freely), restrictions

(avoid the tree of knowledge), and consequences (death for disobedience).

This constitution extended beyond Eden to sustainable planetary development.
Humanity serves as “sub-creator,” given the cultural mandate fo name animals,

develop language, and exercise dominion as God's regents.

Though the Fall subverted the compLe’reLy good results of the cultural mandate,
it did not change the mandate itself. We remain called to be sub-creators of

culture under Christ's Lordship.



The Birth of Educational Need

From Perfection to Corrup’rion

After 430 years of Eqyptian servitude, the "truth” of Eqypt became truth for the
Hebrews. The nomadic tribe of Israel needed a superstructure—religious,

philosophical, juridical, and political ideologies—to maintain cohesion and distinction.

Education became essential not for information alone, but for formation of identity,

preservation from idolatry, and restoration of relationship with God.



Education as Culture and Superstructure
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Teachers Students Content

Those responsible for transmission Learners who construct knowledge What must be taught (Deuteronomy 6:1,5,13-
(Deuteronomy 6:2,6) (Deuteronomy 6:1) 1%)

0y 05

Objectives Methodology

Desired outcomes and fransformation (Deuteronomy 6:1-3) How teaching occurs (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

These five essential elements of education appear clearly in God's prescription through Moses, establishing a pattern that endures throughout

Scrip+ure.



Educational Approaches Through History

Since ancient civiLiza’rions—Hesopo’rqmian, Chinese, Greek—educational discussions
have been central to human deveLopmen’r. Great phiLosophers devoted time and
attention to education because it is indispensabte for grow’rh, deveLopmen’r, and

construction of ideals like peace, freedom, and social justice.

The Reformation prioritized education, with Luther and Calvin founding state-
suppor’red schools. Protestant churches of the late 19th centfury established schools

alongside churches, recognizing education's vital role beyond Sunday school alone.



Traditional Educational Approach

Characteristics

Focus on transmission from teacher to student

Privileges the speciaLis’r and models

Views adult as “finished" and child as "miniature adult”

Teqching centered exctusiveLy on professor

Student executes prescribed tasks from external authorities

Philosophical Foundation

Students are passive receptors until filled with necessary
information, which they can then repeat to others. Knowledge
acquisition occurs through external information provision,

independen’r of student interest or will.



Behaviorist Educational Approach

Stimulus Response Reinforcement

Controlled environmental conditions Observable behavior paHerns Rewards and consequences

Characterized by primacy of the object (empiricism), this approach sees knowledge as direct result of experience. It emphasizes reward, control,

and careful pLanning of Learning conﬁngencies while maniputaﬁng reinforcements and despising non-observable elements underLying behavior.

Schools function as control agencies, adopﬁng pecul.iar forms of control according to behaviors Jrhey intend to install and maintain, conserving

pa’n‘erns of behavior accep’red as useful and desirable for socie’ry.



Humanistic Educational Approach

Rogers and Neill

Emphasizes interpersonal
relationships and growth resulting
from them, centering on personality
development and personal
organization. The teacher facilitates
rather than transmits content, as
learning arises from students own

experiences.

Core Principles

® Knowledge is inherent fo human
beings
® Experience is the foundation of

knowLedge construction

® FEducation creates conditions

facili’ra’ring student Learning

® QGoalis Libera’ring capaci’ry for

self-learning

® Students become discerning

persons




Cognitivist Educational Approach

Preoperq’rionat S’rage

Sensorimotor S+age 2101 years: symbotic Jrhinking emerges

Birth to 2 years: Learning Jrhrough senses and actions

Formal Opera’rionat

Concrete Operational 12+ years: abstract reasoning and hypothetical thinking

T to 1 years: LogicaL Jrhinking about concrete events

Piage’r and Bruner deveLoped this approach emphasizing cogni’rive deveLopmen’r Jrh\rough progressive s’rages. Education must work with conceers at
opera+ionaL levels consonant with the student's deveLopmen’raL s’rage, promo’ring discovery, experimen’ra’rion, comparison, and hypo’rhesis

formation.



Sociocultural Educational Approach

Paulo Freire's Liberating Pedagogy

This approach addresses society divided into classes where privileges of some prevent the majority from enjoying produced goods, including

education. Freire proposed two pedogogies: that of the dominant and that of the oppressed.

Key Concepi's

Conscientization: Critical awareness of oppression
Praxis: InseporobiLi’ry of reflection and action
Dial.ogicii'y: Educator and learner as co-creators

Problem-posing education: versus banking model

Educational Goals

Not merely fransmission of knowLedge, but fransformation of reality.
Education must provoke critical reflection committed to action,
developing attitudes that challenge oppression and promote

liberation.



The Christian Approach to Education

Christ-Centered Formation

Christian education is not merely odding Bible classes to curriculum or hiring evangelical professors. Itisa comprehensive process of +roining

and deveLoping the person and their natural 9if+s in Li9h+ of the Christian perspec’rive on life, reoLi’ry, world, and humoni’ry.

Ly & &

Scrierure-Cen’rered Character-Focused ReLo’rionship-Orien’red

ALl discipLines Jrough’r 1'hrou9h the lens of DeveLopmen’r of Christian virtues and Promo’ring deep communion with God and
biblical truth Christ-like character love for Creator



Distinguishing Christian and Religious Education

Religious Education

Transmission of concepts and values from any religion regarding
universe origins, family relevance, moral and ethical values, and

belief in transcendent being.

Must ensure respect for Brazilian cultural and religious diversity.
Vetoes any form of proselytism. Can encompass Buddhist, Spiritist,

Islamic, or Christian education.

Christian Education

Specifically confemplates Christian principles centered in Sacred

Scripture. Not synonymous with religious education generally.

Also distinct from Jrheol,ogicqt education, 1‘hou9h fheoLogy serves it.
Goes beyond formal ministerial training to include biblical teaching

focused on relational knowLedge of God.



The Objectives of Christian Education

Inform

Passing content—teaching Scripture,

doctrine, and Christian principles. ﬁ
Information must be decoded, processed,
and assimilated correctly for

understandi ng.

Form

Building character—assimilating values
that shape Christian identity. More
difficult than informing; requires
development from information through to

character formation.

Transform

Producing visible change—metamorphosis
through renewed mind. The final product
where Christ's character brings
transformation evident in attitudes and

acts.

Paul made this clear to TimoJrhy: "What you heard from me...entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timo+hy 2:2). The

sequence reveals all three objectives working together.



First Objective: To Inform

We live in a world of voluminous and rapid information. Many means
exist for accessing information, which has become highly valuable—

companies seLLing information are worth much in the market.

But information must be more than accumulated. In Brazil, many are
functional iLLi’rerq’res—’rhey read but don't understand. This reflects a

cultural heri’rage where peopLe read very Little.
"A country is made with men and books.” —Monteiro Lobato

Christians must learn to select what Jrhey read, seeking general
culture aLways Jrhr‘ough the lens of God's revelation and GospeL

principles.




Second Objective: To Form

Reception 1

Receiving biblical content and Christian Jreachir\g

2 Processing

Wresﬂing with truth, overcoming obstacles and cultural

barriers

Assimilation 3

ln’rernatizing truth so it shapes character and values

y Formation

Christ's character formed within, evident in life choices

Formation is more difficult than information. It deals with character and assimilated values. Paul experienced "birth pangs until Christ be formed

in you" (Galatians 4:19). The basic probLem of coun’rry, church, and socie’ry is not information but formation.



Third Objective: To Transform

If informing is beginning and forming is means, Jrransforming is the end or final produc’r. You have raw material (inform), produc’rion means

(form), and finished product (transform).

Paul uses the word mefamorphosis for the verb transform: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind"
(Romans 12:2).

Characteristics of Transformation Ongoing Process
® Change is perceived and evaluated positively Once changed, always in mutation until Christ returns. Transformed
e Character of Christ formed through Word teaching persons seek perfection within the growth cycle, constantly

reexamining tradition to give the church conditions to shed Lighi‘ on

Pleasure in 9Lorifying God Jrhrough attitudes and acts
new ques’rions.

Coherent and compeLLing 1'es’rimony

Becomes agent of change, not conforming to error



What Defines Christian Education?

Christian education is a process of Jrmining and deveLopmen’r of the person and their natural 9if’rs in Ligh+ of the Christian perspec’rive on life,

reati’ry, world, and humani’ry.

This means deveLoping curriculum and educational programs where disciptines and activities expLicH‘Ly reflect Christian mentality. Teaching

sciences, his’rory, communication, socioLogy from Christian presupposi’rions.

Biblical Worldview

Adopting theories and philosophies
reflecting biblical feaching on humanity
as God's image, though morally and

spiritually fallen

Distinctive Environment

Developing education in distinctly
Christian atmosphere with discipline,

effectiveness, and good reLa’rionships

Holistic Development

Promo‘ring character deveLopmen‘r,
discipline, conduct, and deep relationship
with God



The Role and Importance of

Presuppositions

Presupposi’rions in education are the set of beliefs, premises, and pre-convic’rions

crea’ring avenues Jrhrough which undereranding, knowLedge, and Learning process.

They form the men‘rati’ry behind the educational process.

Neutrality is a Myth

No neutrality exists in research,
knowledge, learning, and educational
process. The belief in neutral
education was an illusion of modernity

aLready debunked by pos‘rmoderni’ry.

Hen’raLi’ry, formed by presupposi’rions,
controls Jreaching, choice of books and
teachers, me’rhodotogy, and

curriculum.

Christian Mentality

Should be molded by fundamental

Christian presupposi’rions:

® Orientfed by supernq’rurat (vs.

naturalism)

° Perspecﬁve of e’rerni’ry, heaven,
and hell

* History from God's providential

perspec’rive
® World from Creation perspective
® (Consciousness of evil s presence

° Recogni’rion of inherent human

corrup’rion




Why Invest in Christian Education?

Cultural Mandate

God's order to humqni’ry to dominate creation (Genesis 1:21-28).
Obeying this mandate means researching, s+udying, unders’randing,

and thus domina’ring creation—all from perspec’rive of faith.

Great Commission

"Make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Discipleship
involves spiri’ruaL and intellectual deveLopmen’r, formation of
Christian men’rati’ry, deveLopmen’r of natural ap’ri’rudes—qtl from

equy age, beginning in school.

Lordship of Christ

Christ is exalted with au1'hori’ry over all cosmos. His redemp’rion has
cosmic aspect, encompassing entire creation. Redemption includes
not only soul but mind, body, with profound social, economic,

political, and intellectual implications.

Nature of Humani’ry

Humanity created in God's image and Likeness. AlL human knowledge
is religious (Romans 1). Secular education is also religious, though
not Christian—it is idolatrous, placing humanity as measure,

center, and end of education.



| Priorities in Theological Education

. Empty Pulpits, Full
bl Temples

The Brazilian church experiences singutar moment in hisfory. Growing numbers of

churches and denominations brough’r visibiLi’ry to evangeLicaLs. We ve reached all

social classes and exptoded in media presence. Yet quan’ri’ra’rive 9row’rh hasn 1 been

accompanied by quality.

There are femples full but pulpits empty. Choreographies and worship in diversified
rhythms abound, but God's powerful voice isnt always audible. Many values are

counted, but Christian character values are scarce.

We need reformation. We need return to Scrip’rures. This is onLy possibLe if
TheoLogicaL School commits to forming men and women committed to Scrip+ure

teachi ng.




A Model for Quality Theological Education

Prepare ministers in+egquLy

Addressing intellectual, social, operaﬁonat, personaL, and affective deveLopmen’r

Form ministers committed to Scrip’rure Jrecxching

quing God's Word central to all ministerial formation and prac’rice

Prioritize character in function exercise

Forming Christ's character, not merely Jrr‘ansmih‘ing information

Offer oppor’runiﬁes for ministerial practice

Uni+ing theoretical knowLedge with prad‘ical. ministry experience

Prepare leaders who serve churches

Training servants rather than professionaLs seeking posi’rions



In’regrat Formation of Ministers

Fundamental Principle Uniting Theory and Practice

Education's fundamental principl.e is con’rribu’ring to person's in’regral For in‘regraL minister formation and holistic church mission,
deveLopmen’r, considering student as whole, qvoiding frqgmen’ra’rion. A theoretical and prac’ricat Jreaching cannot be dissociated. Insertion of
model emphasizing formation of mature lives in’reLLec’ruaLLy, sociaLLy, contents vaLuing culture, ethics, and ci’rizenship prepares student to
opera+ionaLLy, personaLLy, and offec’rivety. contextualize Gospet message to new realities.

Only a fotal being can fully realize themselves in what they execute and in ministry performance. This requires reviewing educational objectives,

curricular pLanning, progrqmma’ric content, teacher preparaﬁon, and student vision.



Commitment to Scripture Teaching

The true +eaching that TheoLogy proposes is 1'eachin9 of the Word. No curricular content should supersede God's voice expressed in sacred text.

We remain convinced that God's Word furnishes the a’remporat paradigm defining
pas’roqu nature and characteristics. If Scrip+ure doesnt have cen’rrati’ry in Life and

ministerial prad‘ice, we cannot affirm we are prophe’rs for our 9enerq’rion.

Unfortunately, many preachers—not just felevised or neopentecostal, but pastors
who passed through renowned seminaries—substitute Sacred Scripture with self-help
words, humanistic and philosophical argumentation, imaginary stories about biblical

text, Leqving genuine Word Jreqching obsolete.

John Stott's Reminder

"God's old Word is current because it reaches 21st
century humanity in their real necessities. It speaks
To culture, context, ecosystem, social and economic
questions. The Bible is divine precept for all people in

all epochs and all cultures.’



Priori’rizing Character Formation

Individual Formation

1
Working with person as psychosociaL, affective, cogniﬁve, and spiri’ruaL being
Christian Character
2 Responsibility for forming character at elevated level: "Christin you, hope of
glory”
Christlikeness
3 "Until Christ be formed in you, until all attain perfed’ manhood,

measure of Christ's stature”
Education has stumbled in the arduous mission of formation. We ve focused on intellective functions. As Christian educators, we ve also stumbled,
forming peopLe insigniﬂcanﬂy compared to how much we inform.

Creating consciousness of moral, personal, and spiritual values and conducting person to elaborate value judgment to decide for themselves and

act with au’ronomy is what we should aim for.



Otfering Ministerial Practice Opportunities

Beyond Conceptualization

Theological education must excel in offering practice justifying
knowledge pursuit. It shouldnt restrict content to conceptualizations

and knowLedge codification.

First, we must comprehend the world and context we re inserted in.
Knowledge only has value if capabLe of making human interaction with

habitat and social context.

Second, for pleasure of unders’randing Truth to make it understood in

each persons modus vivend.

If JrheoLogicaL schools mission is preparing workers to serve Church and communities, presen’ring Christ's Gospet as message for whole person's

necessities, Jrhey must provide real experiences so students contact various social classes and feel individuals needs whom message must reach.



Preparing Ministers Who Serve Churches

We receive students from church and cannot prepare them well without main’raining link with church. We know the called comes from church where

they received calling and that, after preparation time, they 'l return to serve in their community—at least that should be the proposal.

The ChaLLenge The Solution

Why did some denominations become disappoin’red with their Jreachir\g Teaching institutions must posi’rion themselves as churches' par+ners
institutions? Because Jrhey received called ones more unbeLieving in forming their called ones. Church, in turn, must assume its par+ in
regarding Bible than when sent, more knowing of modern thinkers par’rnership, accompanying spiri’ruaL, prac’ricat, and academic

than Church fathers. Some couldnt insert themselves in deveLopmen’r of its members.

ecclesiastical activities.



The Profile of the Prepared Minister

With TheoLogian's Mind

CoquLe of Jrhinking JrheoLogicaLLy to expose divine Truth with
profundi’ry, cLari’ry, and precision

With Trailblazer's Courage

Trained in practice, daring like pioneers who crossed frontiers,

ready for any task Jrype aimed at eternal Kingdom expansion

With Hys’ric's Heart

Experienced in devotional life, in spiri+uati’ry field and

reLa’rionship with God. Graduated in spiri+uat discipLines

With Saint's HumiLi’ry
Capable of coexisting with people of different education levels,
culture, divergen+ doctrinal poin+s, distinct giﬁ' forms. Treated

in personaLi’ry, worked in emotions, s’rreng’rhened with God's

superabundan’r grace



The Importance of Christian Education in the Church

A Capacitated and Capacitating Community

It is God's plan that the church be a capacitated and capacitating community. Without this, she cannot fulfill God's mission in the world.

"And he gave the aposﬂes, the prophe‘rs, the evangeti sts, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of minis’rry, for buiLding
up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12)

Christian Education is fundamental for any church to be mature. Spiritual gifts are capacitations of grace given “to each of us according to the
measure of Christ's gift" (Ephesians 4:). Among these gifts is teaching, with teachers (didaskalos in Greek) as principal responsible for

communH’y's didactic devel.opment



Fundamental Steps for Saints Perfecting

Direction is Necessary

1 “Let us grow up in every way into him who is the head, Christ" (v.15). From Christ, the head, the body grows and develops its

capaci’ries. Christ is center, giving direction and motivation.

Everyone's Involvement

2 "From whom the whole body" (v.16). By love for Christ and his body, all now involve themselves. Our involvement isnt fruit of

someone repea‘l’edty asking but because we love the Lord.

Organiza+ion

3 “Properly joined fogether” (v.16). For church growth and development in same direction, all must serve in coordinated form. Body

is organism needing organiza+ion.

Teamwork

4 "Held together by every joint" (v.16). Work must be coordinated, in feam where all are important, one entering contact with

another, one attached to another.

Each Knows Mission

5 "Grows and builds itself up in love, as each par’r does its work" (v.16). Whole is constituted of par’rs. Each par1' must cooper(ﬂ'e

aiming body supply.



Education's Importance: Three Capacitations

1. Christlikeness

"Until we all attain fo the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:13)

Without knowl,edge of God's Son, faith unity
will never exist. Gathering without
knowledge risks worsening instead of

improving things.

2. Discernment

"So that we may no longer be children,
fossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful

schemes” (Ephesians 4:14)

Truth conducts; error induces. Community
without Christian education will easily be
induced by men's cunning and craftiness
whose focus is diverting God's church from

living in Truth.

3. Service Performance
"For the work of ministry” (Ephesians 4:12)

Here is relation between theory and practice!
Christian education’s purpose is service—
capacitating saints for God's mission in
world. Knowing without doing is Pharisee

1‘hing, not mature Christian.



The Church's Teaching Vocation

Programs developed by Christianity under the nomenclature “Christian Education”
may seem reLa‘riveLy new. However, the task of educa’ring and forming peopte to

obey God transcends much beyond our era s historical period.

The embryonic stage of all Bible education program, including Christian
Education, occurred in Eden (Genesis 2:15-11), having as learners our

progeni+ors—Adam and Eve—and as Educator, the Lord God.

This first class's confent contained duties, rights, restrictions, and punishments—
elements present in any constitution. That education always was inherent task to

religious process, from personal devotion to formalized liturgy.




Jewish-Religious Education in Old Testament

Creation o Abraham

Sys+em based on promises—universal and personaL—+o
progenH’or couple, Noah, Abraham, Rebecca, Isaac, Jacob,

Joseph, and Moses

Deu’reronomy

"Second Law" or “Law Repetition” rich in educational
considerations and poinfs. DaiLy Jreaching] by paren+s and

collective repe+i+ion every seven years

Exodus and Law

God verbally gave “Book of Covenant” preamble, which
Moses wrote. Moral, civil, and ceremonial precep’rs

constituting Torah (“teaching,” "instruction")

Objective

Preserve God's people from bad influences of idolatrous

and corrupted peoples around Promised Land. Counter-
culture establishing distinct identity



Christian Education: Present and Future

Go and Make
Disciples

According o Matthew 28:19-20, our mission's scope, depth, and objective are
unequaled proportions. The task falling on Church shoulders is compulsory and

irrevocable: Preach, Bapﬁze, and DiscipLe/ Educate.

The Great Commission's purpose is making disciples of all nations who will
observe Christ's commandments. For this, it's necessary to teach everything

He ordered and faught.

Church must educate because it's inherent to her nature—part of her teaching
vocation. This work can only succeed counting on Holy Spiri’r's help in sustaining,
sending, and spiritual enabling. May we fulfill this calling with excellence,
preparing each generation o know God, love Him supremely, and serve Him
faithfully until Christ returns.




