
Christian Ethics: Living 
According to God's Will
Christian ethics guide believers through the complexities of moral decision-making in 
an increasingly relativistic world. Grounded in Scripture and exemplified through 
Christ's teachings, these principles offer unwavering truth in times of moral confusion.



Fundamental Questions of Christian Ethics
1 What is the nature of 

ethical behavior?
Ethics originate from the Greek word 
"ethos," meaning custom, disposition, or 
conduct. Christian ethics transcend 
cultural norms by establishing divine 
standards for human behavior.

2 How do we distinguish 
right from wrong?
While secular ethics rely on human 
reason and cultural consensus, 
Christian ethics find their foundation in 
God's revealed Word and character.

3 What is our moral 
responsibility?
Believers are called to live lives that 
reflect God's holiness and love, serving 
as salt and light in a fallen world.



Old Testament Foundations

The Sinai Covenant
When the Hebrews left Egypt, they gained consciousness as a nation. 
At Mount Sinai, God gave them laws that would govern their conduct as 
His chosen people.

The Ten Commandments formed the backbone of Old Testament 
ethics, establishing both rights and responsibilities, prohibitions and 
sanctions.

Creation Ordinances
Ethics emerged alongside humanity in Eden. Though created free, 
humans had obligations: to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
exercise dominion over creation.

These directives established fundamental human duties (deontology) 
from the very beginning of human existence.



The Fall and Its 
Consequences
The first couple's disobedience in Eden created a fundamental breach between 
humanity and God's moral order. Their immediate awareness of nakedness revealed 
the loss of innocence and the entry of moral consciousness through guilt.

This transgression necessitated the development of written moral codes, as 
humanity's natural moral compass had been corrupted by sin.



Prophetic Contributions to Old Testament Ethics

1

Divine Messages
Prophets served as God's messengers, 
speaking with divine authority about both 
future events and present moral failures 
within the covenant community.

2

Moral Denunciation
Their oracles consistently challenged 
religious apostasy, sexual immorality, social 
injustice, and called for national repentance 
and return to God.

3

Promise of Forgiveness
Despite harsh warnings of divine judgment, 
prophets consistently offered hope through 
God's mercy and willingness to forgive 
repentant hearts.



New Testament Ethics: A 
Revolutionary Approach
Jesus fundamentally transformed ethical understanding, moving beyond external 
compliance to internal transformation. His conflicts with religious leaders revealed 
how legalism had distorted God's original intent for moral living.

The Messiah restored ethics to their proper spiritual foundation, emphasizing the 
heart's condition over ritual performance.



From Rules to Principles

Old Testament Approach
External compliance with detailed regulations

Focus on ceremonial and ritual purity

Punishment-based enforcement

National and collective application

New Testament Transformation
Internal heart transformation

Love as the supreme principle

Grace-motivated obedience

Individual and universal application



The Primacy of Love
Jesus revealed that all law and prophets depend on love4love for God and love for neighbor. This principle doesn't eliminate moral standards but 
provides the proper motivation for ethical behavior.

"Love is the fulfillment of the law" (Romans 13:10). Christian ethics flow from voluntary expressions of love rather than imposed regulations.



The Danger of Antinomianism

Definition
Antinomianism (from Greek "anti" 
meaning against and "nomos" meaning 
law) represents complete insubordination 
to moral rules, driven by perceived 
freedom to do whatever seems 
appropriate.

Characteristics
It manifests as subjective individualism, 
relativistic thinking, and irrational 
emotionalism that ignores consequences 
and moral absolutes.

Biblical Response
Scripture warns against this lawless 
approach, reminding us that God's 
standards remain fixed even under grace.



The Challenge of Moral 
Decision-Making
As free beings, humans constantly face choices. Even deciding not to choose is itself a 
decision. While simple decisions align with desires, complex moral situations require 
careful consideration of competing values and consequences.

Christians have the advantage of Scripture as their moral compass, providing 
unchanging principles in a world of shifting standards.



Ethics, Morality, and Moralism: Important Distinctions

Ethics
Principles and theoretical frameworks that 
guide moral reasoning. Ethics ask "why should I 
act?" and provide philosophical foundations for 
moral behavior.

Morality
Specific codes and practices within cultural 
contexts. Morality addresses "what should I 
do?" and provides concrete behavioral 
guidelines for communities.

Moralism
The pathological reduction of moral complexity 
to rigid legalism. Moralism transforms diverse 
moral life into inflexible rules, often ignoring 
grace and context.



Religious Moralism: A Critical Problem
Religious moralism occurs when faith communities confuse temporal traditions with eternal truths, elevating particular practices to universal status. 
This approach often emphasizes prohibition over transformation, creating joyless, negative spirituality.

The danger lies in substituting human effort for divine grace, leading to spiritual idolatry of the will rather than humble dependence on God's 
mercy.



"It Depends!"
Navigating Relativism in Modern Ethics
Contemporary society proclaims that moral truths are entirely subjective and situational. Television programs like "You Decide" reflect this cultural 
shift toward individualized moral reasoning without absolute standards.

Christians must resist this relativistic tide while maintaining compassionate engagement with complex moral situations.



Contemporary Ethical Challenges

Sexual Ethics
Questions surrounding homosexuality, 
gender identity, and family structures 
challenge traditional biblical understanding 
while demanding compassionate 
responses.

Bioethics
Abortion, euthanasia, and human cloning 
present unprecedented moral dilemmas 
requiring careful biblical analysis and 
wisdom.

Social Justice
Issues of racism, economic inequality, and 
human rights demand Christian 
engagement based on biblical principles of 
human dignity.



Four Major Ethical Approaches

Antinomianism
No objective moral norms exist; individual freedom determines right 
and wrong without external standards or consequences.

Utilitarianism
General norms exist but can be broken depending on results. Actions 
are judged solely by their consequences for overall happiness.

Situationalism
Only love serves as the absolute moral principle. All other ethical 
decisions depend on situational application of love's demands.

Absolutism
Multiple absolute moral norms exist that never truly conflict. 
Universal principles govern ethical behavior in all circumstances.



Christian Response to Ethical 
Systems

Rejecting Antinomianism
Individual subjectivism makes humans 
their own gods, contradicting biblical 
teaching about moral absolutes and 
divine authority.

"There is a way that seems right to a 
man, but its end is the way of death" 
(Proverbs 14:12).

Critique of Utilitarianism
Results-based ethics fails because 
God's Word, not consequences, defines 
right and wrong behavior. Scripture 
provides universal, unchanging moral 
standards.



Core Principles of Christian Ethics

Principle of Faith
Everything not done in faith constitutes sin. 

Our actions must flow from confidence in 
God's will as revealed in Scripture.

Legitimacy & Convenience
Not everything permissible is beneficial. 
Actions must be both biblically legitimate 
and spiritually edifying.

Edification
Our choices should contribute to spiritual 
growth and maturity, both personally and in 
community relationships.

God's Glory
Whether eating, drinking, or any other 

activity, everything should be done to glorify 
God's name and character.



Additional Ethical Principles
01

Acting in Jesus' Name
All words and actions should be done in Christ's name, with thanksgiving 
to God the Father. This provides both authority and accountability.

02

Serving the Lord
Work wholeheartedly as serving the Lord rather than merely pleasing 
people, maintaining integrity in all circumstances.

03

Respecting Weaker Brothers
Liberty must be exercised with consideration for those with sensitive 
consciences, avoiding actions that might cause others to stumble.

04

Future Accountability
Remember that all actions require eventual accounting before God's 
tribunal, where every deed will be evaluated according to divine 
standards.



Avoiding Even the Appearance of Evil
Scripture commands believers to "abstain from every form of evil" (1 Thessalonians 5:22). Christian conduct must not only avoid actual sin but also 
actions that might appear sinful to others.

This principle protects both personal integrity and the testimony of Christ's church before a watching world.



The Ten Commandments and Christian Ethics
Jesus declared that He came not to destroy the Law but to fulfill it. The moral principles embedded in the Decalogue continue to guide Christian 
behavior, though transformed by grace and internalized through the Holy Spirit.

Christ elevated these commandments from external compliance to heart transformation, making obedience more demanding yet more meaningful.



Jesus' Transformation of the Law

Murder ³ Anger
Jesus extended the commandment against murder to include anger 

and contempt toward others, addressing the heart attitudes that lead 
to violence.

Adultery ³ Lust
The prohibition against adultery encompasses lustful thoughts, 
making mental faithfulness as important as physical fidelity.

Oaths ³ Integrity
Rather than formal oath-taking, Jesus emphasized consistent 

truthfulness in all speech, making one's word completely reliable.

Revenge ³ Love
The law of retaliation gave way to active love for enemies, blessing 
those who curse, and praying for persecutors.



Living as God Desires: Psalm 15
The psalmist asks a fundamental question: What qualifies someone to live in God's holy presence? The answer reveals ten practical conditions for 
righteous living that remain relevant for Christian ethics today.

10
Moral Conditions

David provides ten specific characteristics that 
describe a life pleasing to God

3
Positive Actions

Living with integrity, practicing justice, and 
speaking truth from the heart

7
Negative Prohibitions

Avoiding slander, harm to neighbors, usury, 
bribery, and other destructive behaviors



Positive Characteristics of the Righteous

Living with Integrity
The Hebrew word "tamim" describes a lifestyle characterized by moral 
wholeness and consistency, not sinless perfection but genuine 
authenticity.

Practicing Justice
Active engagement in righteous behavior that reflects God's character 
and promotes human flourishing according to divine standards.

Speaking Truth
Truthfulness flows from the heart, representing authentic 
communication that reflects one's inner commitment to honesty and 
transparency.



Avoiding Destructive Behaviors

1

No Slander
Refusing to spread malicious information 
about others, avoiding gossip that 
damages reputations and relationships 
within the community.

2

No Harm to Neighbors
Avoiding actions that intentionally trap or 
deceive those around us, maintaining 
trustworthy relationships in all 
circumstances.

3

No False Accusations
Rejecting the accumulation of shameful 
information about others for personal 
advantage or malicious purposes.



Economic and Social Justice
Psalm 15 addresses economic ethics by condemning usury4charging excessive 
interest rates to exploit the poor and vulnerable. This principle extends to all forms of 
financial exploitation and social injustice.

The righteous person refuses to accept bribes that pervert justice and actively works 
to protect the vulnerable members of society.



Bible and Ethics
Understanding the Relationship
The relationship between Scripture and Christian ethics requires careful consideration. The Bible serves as both normative and formative for ethical 
decision-making, providing unchanging principles while addressing contemporary moral challenges.



Biblical Authority in Ethical Decision-Making
1Formative Influence

Scripture shapes our moral vision by confronting us with God's 
will, creating questions and challenges that demand ethical 

responses in contemporary contexts. 2 Normative Standards
The Bible provides foundational principles and absolute 
standards that serve as the ultimate criterion for evaluating 
moral choices and behaviors.3Contemporary Application

While biblical ethics may not address every modern dilemma 
directly, Scripture provides wisdom and principles for 

navigating new moral challenges.



The Place of Conscience in Christian Ethics
Conscience plays a secondary but important role in Christian moral reasoning. While not infallible, a conscience purified by Christ and informed by 
Scripture can serve as a valuable guide for ethical decision-making.

Biblical Teaching on Conscience
Paul describes three types of conscience: the pagan conscience under 
general revelation, the Christian conscience liberated by the Holy Spirit, 
and the weak Christian conscience that requires careful consideration.

Proper Function
Conscience serves as moral evaluation and warning system, but it must 
be educated by Scripture and submitted to God's revealed will rather 
than autonomous human reason.



Combating Racism Through 
Christian Ethics
The sin of racism contradicts fundamental Christian truths about human dignity and 
divine creation. Scripture teaches that God made all nations "from one blood" (Acts 
17:26), establishing the unity of the human race.

Modern science confirms that racial differences are statistically insignificant, with 
only 0.2% variation in human DNA and merely 6% of that related to racial categories.



Misuse of Scripture: The "Curse of Canaan"
Genesis 9:18-27 has been tragically misinterpreted to justify racial discrimination, particularly against African peoples. This interpretation is both 
exegetically false and morally reprehensible.

The curse fell specifically on Canaan, 
not on Ham or his other sons who 
represent African nations

The curse related to moral degeneracy, 
not racial characteristics or divine 
rejection

This passage cannot support any theory 
of racial superiority or divine 
condemnation of particular ethnic 
groups



James 2: God's Rejection of 
Partiality
James 2:1-13 provides clear instruction against treating people with favoritism based 
on social status, wealth, race, or other external characteristics. The apostle condemns 
discrimination as incompatible with faith in Christ.

The "royal law" of love requires treating all people with dignity and respect, reflecting 
God's impartial character in our interpersonal relationships.



Practical Applications of Anti-Discrimination Ethics

Welcoming Strangers
Following Rahab's example of radical hospitality, 
churches must actively welcome and include 
people from different racial and cultural 
backgrounds.

Promoting Unity
Christians should build bridges across racial 
and cultural divides, actively working to 
dismantle barriers that separate God's people.

Practical Love
The royal law of love demands concrete actions 
that demonstrate genuine care for people 
regardless of their background or social 
position.



Contemporary Ethical Challenges
Modern Christians face unprecedented moral dilemmas requiring careful biblical analysis. Issues like artificial intelligence, environmental 
stewardship, genetic modification, and global inequality demand thoughtful Christian responses grounded in Scripture.

Technology Ethics
Digital privacy, artificial intelligence, and 
social media present new questions about 
human dignity, truth-telling, and 
community relationships.

Environmental Stewardship
Climate change and creation care require 
Christians to consider their responsibility 
as stewards of God's creation for future 
generations.

Medical Ethics
Advances in genetics, reproductive 
technology, and end-of-life care raise 
complex questions about the beginning 
and end of human life.



The Integration of Faith and Ethics
Christian ethics cannot be separated from systematic theology. What we believe about God's character, Christ's work, and human nature directly 
impacts how we live. Orthodox faith must result in orthopraxy4right living that flows from right believing.
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This integration ensures that Christian ethics remain both biblically grounded and practically relevant for contemporary moral challenges.



Living as God's People in the World
Christian ethics call believers to be countercultural witnesses who demonstrate God's character through transformed living. In a world marked by 
moral relativism and ethical confusion, Christians serve as signposts pointing toward divine truth and justice.

Our Calling
Demonstrate integrity in all relationships

Pursue justice for the oppressed and marginalized

Practice radical love that transcends social boundaries

Maintain hope while honestly confronting evil

Our Promise
Those who live according to God's ethical standards "will never be 
shaken" (Psalm 15:5). Divine stability and blessing rest upon those who 
align their lives with the Creator's moral design.

May we faithfully embody these principles, trusting in God's grace to transform our hearts and communities for His glory.


