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What Is a Worldview?

A worldview is the lens through which we interpret reality4a 
comprehensive framework of beliefs that shapes how we understand 
God, humanity, truth, morality, and purpose. It answers life's 
fundamental questions: Where did we come from? Why are we here? 
What is wrong with the world? How can it be fixed?

Everyone operates with a worldview, whether consciously or not. For 
Christians, our worldview must be deliberately constructed on the 
solid foundation of God's revealed Word, not on cultural trends or 
personal preferences.



The Biblical Foundation

Scripture as Foundation
God's Word is the ultimate authority for 
truth, revealing His character and will for 
humanity.

Divine Revelation
The Bible is not human speculation but 
God's self-disclosure to mankind through 
inspired authors.

Timeless Truth
Biblical truth transcends cultures and 
eras, providing unchanging principles for 
every generation.

The Christian worldview stands or falls on the reliability and authority of Scripture. When we accept the Bible as God's inspired, inerrant Word, 
we gain access to absolute truth that grounds our understanding of reality in something far more stable than human opinion or cultural 
consensus.



The Grand Narrative of Scripture

Creation
God created a perfect world, declaring humanity "very good" and 
designed for relationship with Him.

Fall
Sin entered through human rebellion, corrupting creation and severing 
our fellowship with God.

Redemption
Christ died and rose again, offering forgiveness and reconciliation with 
God through faith.

Restoration
Jesus will return to fully restore creation, establishing His eternal 
kingdom of righteousness.



Why Worldview Matters for Believers

1

Shapes Our Decisions
Every choice we make4from 
relationships to career to entertainment4
flows from what we believe about reality, 
truth, and God's design for human 
flourishing.

2

Equips Us to Defend Faith
A coherent biblical worldview prepares us 
to give reasoned answers for the hope 
within us and to recognize false teaching 
when we encounter it.

3

Influences the Next Generation
Parents and church leaders who think 
biblically can effectively disciple young 
believers to stand firm in a culture 
increasingly hostile to Christian truth.



The Early Church and Apostolic Faith

The apostolic church was built on the eyewitness testimony of those who walked 
with Jesus. These early believers proclaimed Christ crucified and risen, standing 
firm even unto martyrdom. Their teachings4preserved in the New Testament4
became the doctrinal foundation for all subsequent generations.

The early church fathers defended orthodox Christianity against heresies, affirming 
essential doctrines like the Trinity, the deity of Christ, and salvation by grace 
through faith. Their commitment to biblical authority set the trajectory for 
evangelical faith today.



The 
Reformation 
Changed 
Everything



Sola Scriptura: Scripture Alone

Scripture Is Sufficient
The Bible contains everything necessary 
for salvation and godly living. We need no 
additional revelation or human tradition to 
supplement God's Word.

Scripture Is Clear
The essential message of Scripture can 
be understood by all believers through 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit, not just 
religious elites.

Scripture Is Authoritative
God's Word stands above all human 
authority4including church councils, 
traditions, and contemporary culture4as 
the final arbiter of truth.



The Enlightenment's Challenge

The Enlightenment elevated human reason as the supreme authority 
for determining truth. Philosophers championed scientific empiricism 
and rational skepticism, often dismissing supernatural claims and 
biblical revelation as outdated superstition.

This intellectual shift challenged Christianity to demonstrate that faith 
and reason were not opponents but allies. While the Enlightenment 
brought valuable contributions to science and philosophy, its 
rejection of divine revelation left humanity without a transcendent 
moral anchor.

117th-18th Century

Rise of rationalism and 
empiricism

2 19th Century

Darwin's evolution 
challenges creation

320th Century

Secularism becomes 
dominant worldview



The Modern Evangelical Response
Evangelicals responded to modernist skepticism by affirming biblical inerrancy, the 
historical reality of miracles, and the exclusive claims of Christ. Theologians like 
B.B. Warfield and J. Gresham Machen defended orthodox doctrine while engaging 
contemporary scholarship.

The evangelical movement maintained that Christianity is both intellectually credible 
and spiritually transformative. This balanced approach continues to shape how 
believers engage with science, philosophy, and culture today4holding fast to 
Scripture while thoughtfully addressing modern questions and challenges.



From Modernism to Postmodernism

Modernism
Believed in objective truth discoverable 
through reason and science. Humanity 
could achieve progress through rational 
thought.

Disillusionment
Two world wars and moral failures 
shattered confidence in human reason 
and inevitable progress.

Postmodernism
Rejects universal truth claims. Reality is 
constructed by language, culture, and 
power dynamics rather than discovered.



Philosophical Roots of Postmodernism

Nietzsche's Nihilism

Declared "God is dead," arguing that 
without God, there are no objective 
values4only the will to power.

Derrida's Deconstruction

Claimed texts have no fixed meaning; 
interpretation is unstable and influenced 
by the reader's perspective.

Foucault's Power Analysis

Argued that truth claims are actually expressions of power by dominant groups to control 
others.



Core Postmodern Beliefs

Relativism
Truth is relative to individuals or cultures. 
What's true for you may not be true for 
me. No perspective can claim universal 
validity.

Skepticism
We cannot truly know objective reality. All 
knowledge claims are suspect and 
potentially oppressive metanarratives.

Deconstruction
Meaning is unstable and texts can be 
interpreted endlessly. Traditional 
authorities and institutions should be 
dismantled.



The Rejection of Absolute 
Truth

"What is truth?"

4 Pontius Pilate

Postmodernism's central claim is that there is no universal, objective truth accessible to all people. Instead, truth is seen as socially constructed, 
culturally conditioned, and personally determined. This philosophical position undermines the very possibility of evangelism, moral 
accountability, and rational discourse.

Ironically, postmodernists assert their relativism as absolutely true4a self-refuting contradiction that reveals the incoherence at the heart of 
their worldview. Christianity, by contrast, proclaims that truth exists because God exists, and He has revealed Himself clearly in Scripture and 
supremely in Jesus Christ, who declared, "I am the way, the truth, and the life."



Postmodernism in Culture

Media
Entertainment promotes moral relativism, celebrating "your truth" and questioning 
traditional values as oppressive constructs.

Education
Critical theories dominate academia, teaching students to deconstruct Western 
values and view all truth claims with suspicion.

Social Media
Online echo chambers reinforce subjective realities, fragmenting shared truth and 
amplifying personal narratives over objective facts.



Absolute Truth vs. Subjective Experience

Biblical Christianity
Truth exists independently of our beliefs

God's Word is objectively true for all people

Feelings must be tested against Scripture

Reality is discovered, not invented

Postmodernism
Truth is personally constructed

Each person's experience defines reality

Feelings are the ultimate authority

Reality is created by interpretation



The Loss of Meaning

1 No God

2 No Purpose

3 No Meaning

4 No Hope

When God is removed from the worldview, existential despair inevitably follows. Without a transcendent Creator, human existence becomes a 
cosmic accident with no inherent meaning, purpose, or destiny. Postmodernism offers no satisfying answer to the deep longing for significance 
that God has placed in every human heart. Only the Gospel restores true meaning4we are created in God's image, redeemed by Christ's 
sacrifice, and destined for eternal fellowship with our Maker.



The Collapse of Objective Morality
If there is no God, there is no transcendent moral law. Postmodernism logically 
leads to moral chaos where right and wrong become matters of personal 
preference or cultural consensus. Without an objective moral standard, we cannot 
consistently condemn atrocities like genocide or child abuse4they become merely 
cultural differences.

Scripture teaches that God's holy character is the foundation for morality. His 
commandments reflect His nature and are binding on all people everywhere. The 
moral law is written on human hearts, creating an innate sense of justice that 
postmodernism cannot explain away.



The Idolatry of Self

Postmodernism's emphasis on personal autonomy and self-creation is ancient idolatry in new clothing. Humanity's oldest temptation4"you will 
be like God"4manifests today as the belief that we define our own reality and morality apart from our Creator.

Self-Definition
I decide my identity and truth

Self-Worship
My feelings are sacred

Self-Authority
I am my own moral compass

Self-Fulfillment
My happiness is paramount



The Christian Response

Truth Anchored in Scripture
We must lovingly but firmly proclaim that truth is not negotiable, not culturally constructed, and not subject to personal preference. 
God has spoken through His Word, and His truth stands forever regardless of cultural trends or individual feelings.

Christians engage postmodernism not with arrogance but with confidence grounded in God's revelation. We acknowledge legitimate critiques of 
modernist overconfidence while rejecting postmodernism's skeptical extremes. We offer what the world desperately needs: objective truth 
revealed by a loving God who can be known personally through Jesus Christ.



The Call to Defend the Faith

"But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect."

4 1 Peter 3:15

Every believer is called to be an apologist4a defender of biblical 
truth. This doesn't require advanced theological training, but it does 
demand that we know what we believe and why we believe it.

Apologetics is both intellectual and relational. We provide rational 
arguments for Christianity's truth claims while demonstrating Christ's 
love through our character and conduct.



Communicating Truth to a Relativistic Generation
01

Listen First
Understand their worldview, questions, and 
objections before responding.

02

Find Common Ground
Identify shared values and longings that point 
toward the Gospel.

03

Ask Good Questions
Help them see the logical implications and 
inadequacies of relativism.

04

Tell Your Story
Share how Christ transformed your life and gave you hope.

05

Point to Jesus
Present Christ as the answer to their deepest needs and questions.



The Power of the Holy Spirit
Apologetic arguments alone cannot save anyone. Only the Holy Spirit convicts 
hearts, opens blind eyes, and draws people to saving faith in Christ. Our 
responsibility is faithful witness; God's responsibility is conversion.

We must pray earnestly for those we're engaging, trusting that the Spirit will use 
our words and testimony to penetrate postmodern defenses. Intellectual obstacles 
often mask deeper spiritual resistance. The Gospel is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to those being saved, it is the power of God unto salvation.



Engaging Heart and Mind

Effective evangelism engages the whole person. Postmodern people need more than rational arguments4they need to encounter authentic 
Christian community and witness transformed lives that reflect the beauty of the Gospel.

Intellectual
Address questions and objections with 

reasoned answers

Emotional
Connect with their longings and 
demonstrate genuine care

Spiritual
Pray for the Holy Spirit to open their hearts 
to truth



The Role of Love in Apologetics

Truth without love is harsh and repelling. Love without truth is sentimental and 
ultimately unhelpful. Biblical apologetics holds these in tension4speaking truth 
boldly while demonstrating Christ's compassion.

Postmodern people are often deeply wounded and skeptical of authority figures. 
They need to see that Christians genuinely care about them, not just about winning 
arguments. Our apologetic must be seasoned with patience, humility, and authentic 
relationship.

When we combine intellectual integrity with Christlike character, we embody the 
Gospel we proclaim. This holistic witness4truth embodied in love4is powerful 
apologetics that addresses both head and heart.



How Postmodernism Entered the Church

1Cultural Accommodation
Churches sought relevance by adopting cultural values and 

methods without critical evaluation.

2 Erosion of Authority
Biblical authority was gradually replaced by personal 
experience and subjective interpretation.

3Therapeutic Gospel
Christianity became about personal fulfillment rather than 

repentance and holiness.
4 Doctrinal Minimalism

Clear theological boundaries were softened in the name of 
unity and inclusivity.



The Danger of Compromise
When churches compromise biblical truth to appear culturally acceptable, they lose their prophetic voice and transformative power. The early 
church turned the world upside down precisely because it refused to conform to surrounding culture.

Doctrinal drift happens gradually4small concessions accumulate over time until core truths are abandoned. We must guard the deposit of faith 
entrusted to us, refusing to trade eternal truth for temporary cultural approval.



The Rise of Pragmatism in Worship

Entertainment Focus
Worship services designed primarily to attract and entertain 
rather than glorify God and edify believers.

Consumer Mentality
Church members become consumers shopping for experiences 
rather than committed disciples.

Shallow Theology
Sermons focus on felt needs and practical tips while neglecting 
deep biblical teaching.

Numeric Success
Attendance and finances become the primary measures of 
faithfulness rather than spiritual maturity.



Returning to Expository Preaching

Expository preaching systematically explains and applies Scripture, 
allowing God's Word4not cultural trends or pastor preferences4to 
set the agenda. This approach forms biblically literate congregations 
equipped to discern truth from error.

Churches must prioritize the clear proclamation of Scripture over 
entertainment value. The Word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword. When faithfully preached, it transforms 
lives and builds mature disciples who can withstand cultural 
pressure.



Building a Counter-Cultural Church

Doctrinal Clarity
Teach sound theology systematically, equipping members to think 
biblically about all of life.

Authentic Community
Foster genuine relationships where believers confess sin, bear 
burdens, and pursue holiness together.

Intentional Discipleship
Develop spiritual formation processes that produce mature 
believers who can disciple others.

Mission Focus
Engage the surrounding culture with the Gospel while maintaining 
distinct Christian identity and values.



God as the Source of All Truth

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction."

4 Proverbs 1:7

Truth is not a collection of abstract propositions4truth is grounded in the character of God Himself. He is the ultimate reality, and all truth flows 
from His nature. He cannot lie, and His Word endures forever.

This theocentric understanding of truth protects us from both modernist rationalism (truth discovered solely by human reason) and 
postmodernist relativism (truth constructed by cultures or individuals). Truth exists because God exists, and we can know truth because He has 
graciously revealed Himself.



Revelation vs. Human Speculation

Divine Revelation
God initiates communication

Scripture is inspired and inerrant

Truth is objectively revealed

Certainty is possible through faith

Salvation comes through God's Word

Human Speculation
Humanity reaches upward for truth

Philosophy reflects limited perspective

Conclusions remain tentative

Skepticism dominates

No power to transform lives



Knowing God Through Scripture
The Bible is not merely information about God4it is God's self-revelation that 
enables genuine relationship with Him. Through Scripture, illuminated by the Holy 
Spirit, we come to know God personally, not just intellectually.

This knowledge transforms us from the inside out. As we meditate on God's Word, 
the Spirit renews our minds, shapes our affections, and conforms us to the image 
of Christ. Biblical knowledge is never merely academic4it is relational and life-
changing.



Faith and Reason in Harmony

Christianity is not irrational, but it is suprarational. Faith and reason are not enemies but complementary gifts from God. We use reason to 
understand Scripture, and Scripture guides our reasoning. Faith trusts what God reveals even when it transcends full human comprehension.

Scripture
God's revealed truth

Reason
God-given capacity to understand

Faith
Trust in God's promises



The Mind of Christ

"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God's will is4his good, pleasing and perfect will."

4 Romans 12:2

As believers, we are called to think differently than the world. We possess the mind of Christ4a renewed way of perceiving reality that aligns 
with God's truth rather than cultural deception. This transformation happens as we saturate our minds with Scripture and submit our thoughts to 
the Holy Spirit's guidance.



The Moral Foundation of the Bible

1 God's Character

2 His Commands

3 Our Obedience

4 Human Flourishing

Biblical ethics flow from God's holy character. He doesn't arbitrarily command actions4His laws reflect His nature and promote genuine human 
flourishing. What God commands is good because He is good.

This foundation provides objective moral standards that transcend culture and time. Morality is not culturally constructed but divinely ordained 
for our benefit and God's glory.



Consequences of Moral Relativism

Loss of Moral Authority
Without objective standards, we cannot consistently condemn evil or pursue 
justice. Every moral claim becomes merely personal preference.

Erosion of Human Dignity
If humans are evolutionary accidents, there's no basis for inherent worth. 
Dignity becomes arbitrary and conditional.

Social Fragmentation
Shared moral convictions bind communities together. Relativism destroys 
common ground, leading to tribalism and conflict.



Upholding God's Standards

Holiness

Set apart from worldly corruption, pursuing 
purity in thought, word, and deed. Holiness 
is not legalism but loving obedience flowing 
from gratitude for God's grace.

Purity

Sexual ethics, honesty, and integrity reflect 
God's design for human relationships and 
personal character. Biblical purity protects 
us and glorifies God.

Righteousness

Living in conformity to God's standards 
brings blessing and demonstrates the 
goodness of His ways to a watching world.



Human Dignity and the Image of God

Created in God's Image
Every human being possesses inherent dignity and worth because we are made in the image of God. This truth grounds human rights, 
condemns injustice, and calls us to treat all people with respect.

The doctrine of Imago Dei provides the only secure foundation for universal human rights. Without God, human value becomes arbitrary4based 
on capability, utility, or majority opinion. Christianity affirms that even the weakest, most vulnerable persons bear God's image and deserve 
protection and dignity.

This conviction motivates Christians to defend the unborn, care for the disabled, and serve the marginalized4demonstrating through action that 
every life has immeasurable worth.



Living Biblical Morality in a Corrupt Culture

Stand Firm
Don't compromise biblical standards even when culture ridicules 
or persecutes faithful obedience.

Be Salt and Light
Demonstrate through godly living that God's ways lead to true 
human flourishing.

Show Compassion
Speak truth while demonstrating Christ's love toward those 
trapped in sin.

Build Community
The church provides a counter-cultural community where holiness 
is normal and celebrated.



Understanding Culture Through a 
Biblical Lens
Culture is neither entirely evil nor entirely neutral4it's a mixed reality reflecting 
both God's common grace and humanity's sinful rebellion. We must carefully 
discern which cultural elements align with biblical values and which contradict 
them.

The biblical framework helps us engage culture critically: affirming genuine goods, 
rejecting clear evils, and redeeming neutral elements for God's glory. This requires 
wisdom, discernment, and submission to Scripture rather than pragmatic 
accommodation.



The Church as Salt and Light

Jesus calls His church to penetrate culture without being contaminated by it. We engage the world as change agents, not by retreating into 
isolation or compromising our distinctiveness, but by living as compelling witnesses to the transforming power of the Gospel.

Preserving
Preventing moral decay through righteous 

living

Illuminating
Revealing truth in a world darkened by lies

Flavoring
Demonstrating the goodness of God's 
kingdom



Sharing the Gospel in a Confused Generation
01

Build Authentic Relationships
Earn the right to be heard through genuine 
friendship and demonstrated care.

02

Understand Their Story
Listen to their worldview, pain points, and 
spiritual journey with empathy.

03

Share Your Testimony
Describe how Christ transformed your life in 
concrete, personal ways.

04

Present the Gospel Clearly
Explain sin, salvation, and Christ's exclusive claims without 
compromise.

05

Invite Response
Call for repentance and faith, trusting the Holy Spirit to draw them to 
Christ.



Using Media and Technology for God's Glory

Technology and media are powerful tools that can serve the Gospel or oppose it. 
Christians must thoughtfully engage digital culture, using these platforms to spread 
biblical truth, build community, and defend the faith.

We create content that is both biblically faithful and culturally compelling4
demonstrating that Christianity offers depth, beauty, and satisfying answers to life's 
biggest questions. Excellence in creative expression honors God and attracts 
attention in a crowded digital marketplace.



Standing Firm While Showing Grace

Truth
Uncompromising commitment to biblical teaching on all doctrinal 

and ethical matters.

Grace
Patient compassion toward those struggling with sin, offering 

hope and restoration through Christ.

Biblical engagement holds truth and grace in creative tension. Jesus was "full of grace and truth"4never sacrificing one for the other. We must 
imitate this balance: speaking hard truths lovingly while offering Christ's grace generously to all who will receive it.



The Call to Renew the Mind

"Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable4if anything is excellent or praiseworthy4think about such things."

4 Philippians 4:8

Mental transformation doesn't happen passively4it requires intentional discipline. We must carefully curate what enters our minds, saturating 
ourselves with Scripture and filtering out influences that contradict biblical truth.

Renewing the mind is a lifelong process of replacing worldly thought patterns with biblical perspectives. As we submit our thinking to God's 
Word, we increasingly see reality as He sees it and live accordingly.



Thinking Biblically in Every Area of Life

Work
Excellence and integrity glorify God in all vocations.

Family
Biblical roles and relationships build strong homes.

Finances
Stewardship, generosity, and contentment honor God.

Citizenship
Engage politics with wisdom and biblical values.

Leisure
Recreation should refresh and never compromise holiness.

Relationships
Love, forgiveness, and service reflect Christ's character.



Equipping the Next Generation

Biblical Foundation
Teach Scripture systematically from 
childhood, building comprehensive biblical 
literacy.

Apologetic Skills
Equip young believers to defend their faith 
intellectually and answer skeptical 
objections.

Cultural Discernment
Develop critical thinking skills to evaluate 
culture through a biblical lens.

The next generation faces unprecedented challenges. They need more than sentimental faith4they need robust theological training that 
prepares them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture.



The Hope of the Gospel

Despite postmodernism's pervasive influence, the Gospel remains "the power of God unto salvation." Christ's death and resurrection have 
defeated sin, death, and Satan. His kingdom is advancing, and His truth will ultimately triumph over every lie.

We serve a risen Savior who rules over history. Cultural trends come and go, but God's Word stands forever. This confidence fuels our 
engagement4not with anxiety or despair, but with hope rooted in God's sovereign purposes and promises.

The same Holy Spirit who empowered the early church to transform the Roman Empire dwells in us today. We are not helpless victims of cultural 
forces but ambassadors of the King, equipped with spiritual weapons mighty to destroy strongholds and bring every thought captive to Christ.



Faithfulness Until Christ Returns

>
God's Truth Endures Forever

100%
Christ's Victory Is Certain

1
One Gospel Saves

Our calling is not to win cultural battles through political power but to faithfully proclaim the Gospel, make disciples, and live as light in darkness. 
Success is measured not by cultural influence but by obedience to Christ.

Jesus promised to build His church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. Until He returns, we stand firm in truth, extend grace 
generously, love sacrificially, and point continually to Jesus Christ4the way, the truth, and the life.

"Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain."

4 1 Corinthians 15:58


