
Systematic Theology: 
Paracletology
Welcome to an in-depth exploration of Paracletology—the systematic study of the 

Holy Spirit as the third Person of the Trinity. This theological journey will examine His 

divine nature, attributes, works, and operations in the life of believers and the Church. 

Through careful biblical examination, we will discover the profound role of the 

Parácletos, the divine Comforter promised by Christ to guide, sanctify, and empower 

His people throughout this dispensation.



Introduction to Paracletology
Pneumatology, also known as Paracletology, is the doctrine devoted to studying the Person of the Holy Spirit as God and integral member of the 

Holy Trinity. This comprehensive study encompasses His entire work—from the conversion of sinners to His ongoing action in believers' lives 

through daily renewal, progressive sanctification, and spiritual transformation.

The term originates from the Greek pneuma ("air," "wind"), related to pneo ("to breathe," "to blow," "to inspire"). In Scripture, this primarily refers to 

the human spirit, invisible yet dynamic like wind, but also designates God's Spirit—the third Person of the Trinity.



The Divine Parácletos

The Promise
Promised by the Father and sent by the 

Son as the divine Comforter

The Title
"Holy Spirit" denotes His nature (Spirit) and 

primary mission (Holy)—to sanctify 

believers

The Priority
Essential doctrine for believers and the 

Church, representing regeneration, 

recreation, and spiritual dynamism

For believers and the Church, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit is of highest priority and indispensable importance. The very title "Holy Spirit" denotes 

regeneration, recreation, vivification, dynamism, and spirituality, as confirmed in John 6:63, John 3:6b, and Titus 3:5.



The Mystery of His Person
We approach this sublime subject with reverence, holy fear, and prayer, mindful that 

the Holy Spirit does not speak of Himself (John 16:13). While the eternal Father and 

Son reveal much of themselves in Scripture, the divine Comforter operates 

differently. This makes the study of His Person an unfathomable mystery that we 

must approach primarily through faith in Christ.

The third Person of the Trinity appears not with revealed names like the Father and 

Son, but with descriptive titles of His nature and mission. His operations are invisible, 

working in the depths of our inner being, making this study both challenging and 

profound.



The Divinity of the Holy Spirit
Scriptural Evidence

In 1 Corinthians 2:4-12, the Spirit of God receives emphatic mention as 

having primacy in our lives, midst, and work. The passage reveals six 

different "things" spanning human and divine spheres, demonstrating 

His multiform action.

Trinitarian Unity

The Holy Spirit appears alongside the Lord God and Jesus Christ 

throughout Scripture, clearly indicating His divinity. This sublime truth 

of the Holy Trinity is evident in passages like 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.

The Spirit of God operates in multiform ways, as seen throughout Scripture. Our sanctification must prevail in our spirit and encompass soul and 

body (1 Thessalonians 5:23), guided by His divine influence rather than the spirit of this world.



Divine Attributes: Omnipotence
The divine Comforter possesses complete power over all things (Psalm 104:30). The Holy Spirit has inherent power—from Him flows life in all its 

dimensions and God's power itself. This omnipotence serves as clear evidence of His deity, demonstrated throughout Scripture with authority and 

inherent power.

In 1 Corinthians 2:4, Paul speaks of the "demonstration of the Spirit and power"—literally an operational, practical, and immediate demonstration in 

the minds and lives of gospel hearers. This contrasts sharply with the dry, repetitive methods of Greek teachers who relied on theatrical rhetoric 

rather than divine power.



Manifestations of Divine Power
01

Conversion of Hearers
The Spirit's power brings conviction and 

transformation to those who hear the gospel 

(Acts 2:37-38)

02

Spirit Baptism
New believers receive the baptism with the 

Holy Spirit for empowerment (Acts 10:44)

03

Expulsion of Evil Spirits
Demonic forces are cast out through His 

mighty power (Acts 8:6-7; Luke 11:20)

04

Divine Healing
The sick are miraculously healed through His intervention (Acts 3:6-8)

05

Believer Obedience
Saints are empowered to walk in obedience to the Lord (Romans 16:19)



Divine Attributes: 
Omniscience
The Holy Spirit's omniscience provides further evidence of His deity—He knows and 

understands all things (1 Corinthians 2:10-11). This is a solemn fact, especially 

considering His indwelling presence: "He dwells with you and will be in you" (John 

14:17).

Jesus' declaration reveals both the Spirit's permanent residence ("dwells with you") 

and His constant presence ("will be in you"). To those who love God, the Holy Spirit 

reveals the infinite and indescribable blessings prepared for the saved, both in this 

life and the next (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).



The Divine Teacher
Revelation Ministry

The Spirit revealed miraculous things to Isaiah (64:4; 52:15) and other 

Old Testament prophets (1 Peter 1:10-12). He continues revealing these 

comforting marvels to New Testament writers, including Paul.

Instructional Role

He serves as our divine Teacher in this Church dispensation (1 

Corinthians 2:13), fulfilling the promise in Proverbs 1:23. Jesus declared: 

"He will teach you all things" (John 14:26).



Omnipresence and Eternality

Omnipresence
The Holy Spirit is present everywhere (Psalm 139:7-10; 1 Corinthians 

2:10). David asks, "Where can I go from Your Spirit?" emphasizing His 

universal presence and penetration of all things, even God's depths.

Eternality
He is infinite in existence—without beginning, without end, without 

time limitations (Hebrews 9:14). He was present at creation when all 

things were made (Genesis 1:1-2).



Additional Divine Attributes
The Spirit of God is called Lord (2 Corinthians 3:16-18), described as Creator (Job 26:13; 33:4; Psalm 33:4; 104:3), and consistently mentioned 

alongside the Father and Son—clear evidence of His divinity.

Baptismal formula: "in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit" 

(Matthew 28:19)

Apostolic blessing: grace, love, and fellowship of the Trinity (2 

Corinthians 13:13)

Believer's state before God described through Trinitarian lens (1 Peter 

1:2)

Guidance for God's people invoking all three Persons (Jude 20-21)



The Personality of the Holy 
Spirit
Personality consists of attributes characterizing a person—psychologically 

comprising intellect, sensitivity, and will (also called intelligence, affectivity, and self-

determination). The Holy Spirit demonstrates this tripartite personality:

Intellect

"No one knows God's 

things except the Spirit 

of God" (1 Corinthians 

2:11)

Sensitivity

"Do not grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God" (Ephesians 

4:30)

Will

"Distributing to each one 

individually as He wills" (1 

Corinthians 12:11)



Personal Pronouns and Self-Reference
The Holy Spirit's personality is irrefutably demonstrated through Scripture's use of personal pronouns. In John's Gospel, Jesus refers to the Spirit 

using the personal determiner "He" (ekeinos) in passages like 14:26, 15:26, and 16:8,13,14.

Most significantly, the divine Spirit calls Himself "I" in Acts 10:19-20, providing undeniable evidence of His personality. The Holy Spirit is not merely 

an influence, power, energy, or anointing—as heretics conclude—but a divine and real Person.

Jesus promised that the Consoler would come to be with us in His place. Since Jesus is a divine and real Person, only another Person of the same 

divine caliber could serve as His substitute (John 16:6-7).



Acts: The Book of the Holy 
Spirit
The book of Acts should more appropriately be titled "Acts of the Holy Spirit." This 

key pneumatological text demonstrates how the third Person of the Trinity operated 

in the primitive church era. Acts 1:2 establishes the foundation: Christ gave 

commandments "through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen."

Every chapter reveals the Spirit's multifaceted ministry—from the initial promise and 

outpouring to miraculous works, bold preaching, church expansion, and missionary 

direction. The Holy Spirit serves as the primary agent of the early church's 

phenomenal growth and supernatural effectiveness.



Chapter-by-Chapter Spirit Ministry
1Chapters 1-7

Promise, outpouring, miracles, boldness, deity revealed, 

empowered service, inspired preaching

2 Chapters 8-14
Church expansion, conversions, salvation for all, deliverance, 

missionary direction, work confirmation

3Chapters 15-21
Leadership assemblies, breakthrough victories, continuous 

advancement, power demonstrations, prophetic revelations

4 Chapters 22-28
Constant presence, continuous protection, unwavering 

courage, total conviction, heroic witness, divine consolation, 

church progression



Third Person of the Trinity
God is one and simultaneously triune (Genesis 1:1,26; 3:22; 11:7; Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 

John 5:7). The Father, Son, and Spirit are three divine and distinct Persons—biblical 

truths that transcend human reason and are accepted joyfully through faith. Faith in 

God must precede doctrine (1 Timothy 4:6).

The three divine Persons of the Trinity are co-eternal and equal among themselves. 

However, in their operations concerning creation and redemption, distinct roles 

emerge: the Father planned creation, the Son executed the plan, and the Holy Spirit 

vivified and set everything in motion.



Trinitarian Operations

Yet careful biblical examination reveals that in any divine act, all three Persons of the Trinity are present and active together.

The Father
Dominates and plans - designed creation 

and salvation from heaven

The Son
Realizes and accomplishes - executed 

creation and consummated salvation on 

earth

The Spirit
Vivifies and preserves - gives life, sustains 

creation, applies salvation to humanity



Trinity Definition Attempt
God the Father

The fullness of invisible divinity (John 1:18)

God the Son

The fullness of manifested divinity (John 1:1-

17)

God the Holy Spirit

The fullness of divinity operating in creation 

(1 Corinthians 2:12-16)

For human physical senses, God's condescension allowed us to see all three Trinity Persons at Jesus' baptism: the eternal Father spoke from 

heaven, the Holy Spirit descended visibly as a dove (allegorically), and the Son was being baptized in the Jordan River to fulfill all righteousness 

(Matthew 3:16-17).



The Spirit's Ministry to Believers
The conservation of the Holy Spirit's power comes through constant spiritual renewal of the believer. Titus 3:5 states that regeneration is followed 

by renewal, emphasizing the ongoing nature of the Spirit's work in our lives.

If we don't attend to the need for continuous spiritual renewal, we risk "ending in the flesh" (Galatians 3:3). Due to His dynamic operations (Genesis 

1:2), the Spirit is more often mentioned in the Old Testament simply as "Spirit." In the New Testament, He is more frequently cited as "Holy Spirit," 

highlighting His primary ministry in the church: sanctifying the believer.



The New Birth by the Spirit

Spiritual Reality
The new birth encompasses regeneration 

and conversion—two sides of one reality. 

Regeneration emphasizes our interior; 

conversion, our exterior.

From Above
The expression "born again" (John 3:3) in 

the original means "born from above, from 

on high, from the heights"—a spiritual birth 

accomplished by the Holy Spirit.

External Evidence
Those claiming to be born again must 

demonstrate this transformation in daily 

life. The natural person cannot understand 

this spiritual birth (vv.4-12).



The Spirit's Indwelling
In the Old Testament, the Spirit worked among God's people (Haggai 2:5; Isaiah 

63:11b), but with Christ's advent and through His mediation, the Spirit dwells within 

believers (John 20:21-22). This privilege is reaffirmed in 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; 2 

Corinthians 6:16; and Galatians 4:6.

The Spirit's indwelling represents a New Covenant blessing—permanent residence 

within each believer, making our bodies temples of the living God. This intimate divine 

presence enables spiritual communion, guidance, and transformation from within.



The Spirit's Witness
The Holy Spirit provides testimony that we are God's children (Romans 8:15-16). This witness involves complete conviction produced in believers by 

the Holy Spirit that God is our heavenly Father (v.15) and that we are God's children: "The Spirit Himself bears witness... that we are children of God" 

(v.16).

This represents both objective and subjective testimony from the Holy Spirit concerning our salvation in Christ—an inner assurance that 

transcends human understanding and provides unshakeable confidence in our relationship with the Father.



Faith and Sanctification by the Spirit
Faith by the Spirit

The life of faith (Romans 1:17) operates "by the Spirit" (Galatians 5:5). 

According to Acts 11:24, such faith proceeds from the Spirit, enabling 

believers to remain faithful through manifestation of the Spirit's fruit.

Positional Sanctification

Sanctification in this aspect is perfect and complete "in Christ" through 

faith. It occurs at new birth (1 Corinthians 1:2; Hebrews 10:10), 

simultaneous with justification "in Christ."

The heroes of Hebrews 11 conquered "by faith" because the Spirit supplied it (2 Corinthians 4:13; Hebrews 10:38). One aspect flows from the other in 

the believer's spiritual experience.



Baptism BY the Spirit vs 
WITH the Spirit

Baptism BY the Spirit (1 Cor 12:13)
The Spirit serves as baptizer, the new convert as candidate, and the Church as 

the element into which the believer is immersed. This occurs at conversion, 

placing every believer into Christ's body.

Baptism WITH/IN the Spirit (Acts 1:4-5)
A distinct experience where believers are immersed in the Spirit's power for 

service. All saved are baptized BY the Spirit into the Church, but not all are 

baptized WITH the Spirit.



Progressive Sanctification and Prayer
Progressive sanctification (1 Peter 1:15-16; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 3:17-18) is declared in Hebrews 10:10,14. Verse 10 emphasizes the believer's state—holy: 

"We have been sanctified." Verse 14 reaffirms this state while declaring the continuous sanctification process: "being sanctified."

Prayer in the Spirit (Romans 8:26-27; Ephesians 6:18; Jude 20) empowers believers to pray effectively, including intercession for others. We can only 

pray efficiently when assisted and vivified by the Holy Spirit. The "prayer in the Spirit" mentioned by Jude refers to this capacity granted by the 

Spirit.



Seal and Earnest of the Spirit

The Seal
In biblical times, seals designated ownership, indicating particular 

property, security, and guarantee. The Spirit as seal proves we are 

God's exclusive property (2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13-14).

The Earnest
Like the seal, earnest was the first payment in property acquisition. 

God gave us the Holy Spirit as guarantee that we are His exclusive, 

non-transferable property—a deposit ensuring our eternal 

inheritance.



The Anointing for Service
Jesus, our example, was anointed with the Holy Spirit for service (Acts 10:38; Luke 

4:18-19). Similarly, the church received the Spirit's collective anointing (2 Corinthians 

1:21-22), while some members are individually anointed for specific ministries 

according to God's purposes.

The believer's anointing according to 1 John 2:20,27 provides six key aspects: 

sanctification and separation for God's service, knowledge of divine things, 

permanent residence, continuous teaching, truthfulness without failure, and 

authenticity without deception.



The Glory of Spirit Ministry
Paul concludes 2 Corinthians 3 by proclaiming the glory of the Spirit's ministry: "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord" (v.18).

All these marvelous ministrations and gifts of the Holy Spirit dispensed to God's children (2 Corinthians 3:8) are necessary for accomplishing the 

Lord's work in the Spirit's power, ensuring many souls are saved through our Spirit-empowered witness.



General Operations of the 
Holy Spirit
Scripture teaches us to recognize divine economy in creation and redemption works. 

We speak of the Father and our creation, the Son and our redemption, and the Holy 

Spirit and our sanctification. The Holy Spirit not only has His own personality but also 

a peculiar method of work.

We must distinguish between Christ's work of meriting salvation and the Holy Spirit's 

work of applying it. Christ satisfied divine justice requirements and merited all 

salvation blessings, but His work continues in heaven through the Holy Spirit, giving 

those for whom He died possession of everything He merited for them.



Old Testament Spirit Operations
Life-Giving Force

The Spirit generates life and completes God's creative work (Job 33:4; 

Psalm 104:29-30). Life's origin, maintenance, and development depend 

on His operation. His withdrawal means death.

Extraordinary Power

Judges who delivered Israel possessed remarkable capability through 

supernatural power. Scripture repeatedly states "the Spirit of the Lord 

came upon them" (Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29).

The Spirit also operated in the intellectual sphere, giving understanding (Job 32:8), enhancing artistic ability (Exodus 28:3; 31:3), qualifying people 

for various offices, and working in prophets as the Spirit of revelation (2 Samuel 23:2).



General vs Special Operations

General Operations
Originates, maintains, strengthens natural life—organic, moral, 

intellectual. Restrains sin's deteriorating influence, enables societal 

order and external righteousness.

Special Operations
Originates, maintains, guides new life born from above. Overcomes 

sin's power, renews God's image, enables spiritual obedience and 

kingdom impact.

While general operations have independent significance, they remain subordinate to redemptive work. The elect's complete life, including pre-

regeneration experience, is determined and governed by God with their final destiny in view.



The Spirit as Grace Dispenser
As the covenant providing sinners' salvation is called the covenant of grace, and the Mediator is described as "full of grace" (John 1:16-17), so the 

Holy Spirit is called "the Spirit of grace," taking Christ's grace and conferring it upon us.

The biblical term "grace" presents varied meanings. In the Old Testament, chen can mean graciousness or favor. Finding favor with God or man is a 

repeated expression. The New Testament charis primarily denotes unmerited divine operation in human hearts through the Holy Spirit—active 

communication of divine blessings from Him who is "full of grace and truth."



Gifts of the Holy Spirit
C.H. Spurgeon told of an elderly woman in a poorhouse who possessed an old bank 

document. When investigated, it proved to be a substantial deposit sufficient for 

comfortable living. Spurgeon concluded many believers live in spiritual poverty while 

ignoring infinite spiritual riches available in Christ (Ephesians 3:8).

In this context stands the wealth of spiritual gifts. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: "Now 

concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant" (1 Corinthians 

12:1). The contemporary church needs increasing knowledge, seeking, receiving, and 

exercising the immeasurable divine provision in spiritual gifts.



Principles of Spiritual Gifts

1

Grace, Not Merit
Receiving Spirit gifts doesn't indicate perfection or divine merit. 

Manifestations should never produce pride in anyone, regardless of 

their status or giftedness.

2

Grace-Based Operation
Just as salvation is by grace alone (Ephesians 2:8; Titus 3:5), 

spiritual gifts are granted by God's grace "according to grace" 

(Romans 12:6) so no one may boast.

The Corinthian church demonstrates the dangers when immature believers receive spiritual gifts while neglecting doctrinal growth and spiritual 

maturity. Problems arose that affected the entire church community.



Definition and Terms
A spiritual gift is a special supernatural concession by the Holy Spirit of divine capacity upon believers for special service in executing divine 

purposes for and through the Church. They are "like faculties of the divine Person operating in human beings."

01

Pneumatika (1 Cor 12:1)
Supernatural manifestations from the Holy 

Spirit through gifts

02

Charismata (1 Cor 12:4)
God's subsequent grace in all salvation aspects

03

Diakonai (1 Cor 12:5)
Service, work, and practical ministry

04

Energemata (1 Cor 12:6)
Direct operations of God's power

05

Phanerosis (1 Cor 12:7)
Supernatural yet tangible, sensible, visible manifestations



Gifts Manifesting God's 
Knowledge

Word of Wisdom
Supernatural manifestation of divine wisdom, highly necessary for church 

governance, pastoring, administration, leadership, and institutional direction.

Word of Knowledge
Supernatural manifestation of divine knowledge—facts, causes, teachings, 

teachers. Provides supernatural insight beyond natural learning.

Discerning of Spirits
Supernatural knowledge and revelation for divine protection against Satan's 

deception and human deceit. Essential for leaders to avoid being deceived.



Gifts Manifesting God's Power

Faith
Supernatural manifestation of miraculous 

faith—overcoming obstacles, releasing 

God's power, enabling powerful 

intercession. Distinct from saving faith or 

fruit of the Spirit.

Gifts of Healing
Multiform supernatural power for healing 

body, soul, and spirit diseases. Operates 

through various means—Word, commands, 

looks, hands. A sublime message for all 

sufferers.

Working of Miracles
Extraordinary, astounding supernatural 

operations to awaken and convert 

unbelievers, skeptics, opponents, and 

doubting believers through divine 

wonders.



Gifts Manifesting God's Message
Prophecy

Supernatural verbal message for "edification, exhortation, and comfort" 

(1 Corinthians 14:3). Essential for all Word ministers. Church prophecy is 

partial (1 Corinthians 13:9) and must be judged (1 Corinthians 14:29).

Tongues & Interpretation

Miraculous linguistic manifestations requiring interpretation for church 

edification. Not all Spirit-baptized believers receive tongues (1 

Corinthians 12:30). Interpretation is a distinct gift, not prophecy 

duplication.

Prophecy is deemed the principal gift because it edifies the church corporately, not just individually, and serves as an expression medium for many 

other gifts (1 Timothy 4:14a).



Practical Ministry Gifts
These are practical service administrations, individual and group-based (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:28-30). They appear alongside other 

spiritual gifts under the same original title charismata—"gifts of grace." Though less studied, they are equally spiritual and supernatural.

Ministry/Serving
Supernatural capacity for material and spiritual service without expecting reward

Teaching
Didactic gift for theoretical and practical education, training others to understand and do

Exhortation
Helping, assisting, encouraging, consoling, uniting divided people, admonishing when needed

Giving
Generous distribution to the needy without expecting recognition, moved by the Spirit

Leadership
Guiding and organizing with spiritual wisdom, knowledge, and discernment

Mercy
Compassionate assistance to sufferers, needy, weak, sick, imprisoned



Walking in Spirit Power
The misuse of spiritual gifts occurs when Word and Spirit don't interpenetrate properly. Divine doctrine corrects errors and prevents confusion. 

When doctrine predominates, it neutralizes fanaticism—zeal without understanding. When the Spirit predominates, it neutralizes formalism—

excessive rules and lifeless routine.

Spiritual gifts should never operate without the Spirit's fruit (Galatians 5:22; 1 Corinthians 13). Gift recipients must first learn biblical teachings about 

their exercise. Our responsibility includes knowing gifts, seeking gifts, being zealous for gifts, abounding in gifts, maintaining self-discipline in gifts, 

and exercising gifts with decency and order.

Churches will only achieve qualitative and quantitative success when maintaining sound doctrine standards while clothed with power from on High. 

We need heavenly power that sets the church in motion (Luke 24:49). May the Lord help us remain sound in faith, mature in understanding, and 

zealous in maintaining authentic spiritual revival.


