
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

📖 Introduction to Paul's Second Letter 

to Timothy 

1.  ✍ Authorship 

Written by the apostle Paul, as stated at the 

beginning (2 Timothy 1:1). 

It is one of the pastoral epistles, but with a 

much more personal and emotional tone 

than the others. 

Widely accepted by Christian tradition since 

the early centuries, with strong internal 

evidence of Pauline authenticity. 

It is considered Paul's last writing before his 

death. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 🗓 Date of composition 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Written around 66-67 AD, 

during Paul's second 

imprisonment in Rome. 

 Unlike his previous (more 

lenient) imprisonment, he 

was now in jail, treated as a 

common criminal, and 

awaiting imminent death (cf. 

4:6–8). 

 It was written shortly before 

his execution under Nero, 

possibly by beheading. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

3.    Recipients 

 

 Addressed to Timothy, a disciple and co-worker 

much loved by Paul, called “my beloved son” 

(1:2). 

 Timothy was young, sensitive, and struggling in 

his pastoral ministry in Ephesus, where he dealt 

with false teachers and leadership challenges. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. 🗓 Historical context 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Paul was abandoned by 

many, imprisoned in 

Rome, and facing cold, 

loneliness, and the 

prospect of martyrdom 

(cf. 4:9–18). 

 Persecution of Christians 

was intensifying under 

Emperor Nero, who 

blamed Christians for the 

burning of Rome. 

3   The church faced 

desertions, heresies and 

spiritual cooling. 
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Encourage Timothy to remain 

faithful in the face of opposition 

and suffering. 

Passing the baton of apostolic 

ministry to the next generation. 

Warn about apostasy and false 

teachers in the last days. 

Reaffirm the centrality of 

Scripture in Christian life and 

teaching. 

Show that suffering is part of the 

faithful Christian mission. 



 
 

 

Faithfulness in ministry, even under 

persecution 

The transmission of the gospel to 

faithful men 

The centrality and inspiration of the 

Holy Scriptures 

The Reality of Suffering for Christ's 

Sake 

Apostasy in the Last Days 

Courage, firmness and sobriety as 

virtues of the Christian leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. 🗓 Main themes 



 
 

8. 📖 Key Verse 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness.” 

—2 Timothy 3:16 

7. 🗓 Literary and theological characteristics 

 It is Paul's most intimate and 

moving letter. 

 It functions as a spiritual 

testament, containing your last 

recorded words. 

 Contains one of the greatest 

statements about the divine 

inspiration of Scripture (3:16). 

 It presents models of fidelity 

and betrayal, warning about 

the cost of discipleship. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

9. 🗓 Simplified Letter Outline 

 
I. Exhortation to Faithfulness (1:1–18) 

Memories of Timothy's Faith 

Exhortation to courage and testimony 

Examples of loyalty and desertion 

II. The Ministry of the Gospel (2:1–26) 

Communicate the truth to faithful men 

Illustrations of the good soldier, athlete and 

farmer 

Avoid contention and false teachings 

III. Apostasy and Firmness in Scripture (3:1–17) 

Characteristics of the last days 

Paul's example of life and teaching 

The Value of Inspired Scripture 

IV. Paul’s Imminent Departure (4:1–22) 

Exhortation to faithful preaching 

Paul's Final Testimony 

Request for companionship and supplies 

Final Blessings 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Faithful ministry requires 

courage, constancy, and 

perseverance, even in 

difficult times. 

2  We must form new leaders, 

faithfully sharing the gospel. 

 The Bible is the ultimate 

authority for teaching, 

correction, and spiritual 

formation. 

4  Suffering for Christ is not a 

cause for shame, but for 

glory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. 🗓 Practical 

applications for today's 

reader 
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Study of the Second Letter of Paul to 

Timothy - Chapter 1 (Verse by Verse 

Explanation) 

In this passage from II Timothy, the apostle Paul addresses the 

young pastor Timothy with a message of encouragement and 

exhortation. He reinforces the value of keeping the faith firm and 

not being ashamed of the gospel, even in the face of adversity 

and persecution. Paul shares his own experience of suffering for 

the sake of Christ, emphasizing that it is a calling worthy of honor. 

He also mentions Onesiphorus, a faithful brother who was a great 

support in difficult times. This chapter teaches us about fidelity to 

God's calling, the importance of mutual support among 

Christians, and the certainty that, even in the midst of suffering, 

God remains faithful. 
 

 

 

Verse 1: "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus" 

 

Explanation: 

In this verse, Paul presents himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus, 

not by personal choice, but by the will of God. He emphasizes 

that his mission and authority come directly from God, which 

establishes the seriousness of his letter. The "promise of the life 

that is in Christ Jesus" refers to eternal life, which is a promise 

from God to all who believe in Christ. 

 

Theological evidence: 

Paul's apostolic authority is frequently emphasized in his letters 

(cf. Galatians 1:1). The "promise of life" is central to Christian 

theology, as we see in passages such as John 3:16 and Titus 1:2. 

 
Reflection: 

When we remember that Paul's calling is divine, we 



 
 

 
 

 
We remember that every Christian also has a God-given 

purpose. Eternal life is the promise that drives us, and living up 

to that promise is our greatest goal. 
 

 

 

Verse 2: "To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, mercy, and 

peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord." 

 

Explanation: 

Paul addresses Timothy, his disciple and spiritual protégé, as "my 

beloved son." He expresses a greeting of blessing, wishing 

Timothy grace, mercy, and peace, which are gifts that come from 

God the Father and Christ Jesus. 

Theological evidence: 

The greeting of grace, mercy, and peace is common in Paul's 

letters (cf. Romans 1:7; Philippians 1:2). Grace is God's unmerited 

favor, mercy is divine compassion, and peace is reconciliation 

with God. 

Reflection: 

These three elements—grace, mercy, and peace—are 

fundamental to the Christian life. When we experience these gifts 

from God, we are enabled to live with peace of mind, knowing that 

we have been forgiven and accepted by God. 
 

 

Verse 3: "I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience, 

as my ancestors did, and I remember you in my prayers 

night and day." 

Explanation: 

Paul expresses his gratitude to God and his sincerity in serving 

Him with a clear conscience. He also mentions his constant 

prayers for Timothy, which demonstrates Paul's pastoral care. 

The fact that he prayed for Timothy "night and day" reveals 

Paul's zeal and commitment to intercede for him. 



 
 

 
 

 

Theological evidence: 

Continual prayer is emphasized in several places in Scripture, 

such as 1 Thessalonians 5:17. A clear conscience is a recurring 

theme in Paul, who emphasizes the importance of living with 

integrity before God (cf. Acts 23:1). 

 
Reflection: 

It is inspiring to see how Paul dedicated himself to praying for 

Timothy. This challenges us to pray consistently for our friends, 

leaders, and church members, seeking their good and the spiritual 

strengthening of all. 
 

 

Verse 4: "I remember your tears and long to see you, so that 

my heart may be filled with joy." 

Explanation: 

Paul remembers Timothy's tears, probably related to his 

separation from Paul or the difficulty of his mission. He expresses 

his desire to see him again, so that his heart may rejoice at 

seeing him again. 

Theological evidence: 

The relationship between Paul and Timothy was deeply 

affectionate, and this brotherly love is an example of how 

Christians should support one another. The affection and love 

between Christians is a reflection of the love of Christ (cf. John 

13:34-35). 

Reflection: 

Seeing a brother or sister in Christ is a great joy. We should 

cultivate relationships of love and mutual support, knowing 

that our Christian walk is richer when shared with others. 
 

 

 

Verse 5: "I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first 

lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and, 

I am persuaded, in you also." 



 
 

 

 

 

Explanation: 

Paul praises Timothy's genuine faith, emphasizing that this faith 

was transmitted by his women of faith: his grandmother Lois and 

his mother Eunice. Paul is fully convinced that this faith continues to 

live on in Timothy. 

Theological evidence: 

The importance of Christian education in the family is clearly 

highlighted here. The faith of Lois and Eunice served as a model 

for Timothy. This confirms the idea that spiritual values can be 

passed down from generation to generation (cf. Deuteronomy 

6:6-7). 

Reflection: 

Family faith is a powerful tool for transmitting Christian values. 

As parents, grandparents, and church members, we must 

cultivate faith in our homes and communities, remembering that 

our example can influence future generations. 
 
 

 

Verse 6: "Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God, which 

is in you through the laying on of my hands." 

Explanation: 

Paul reminds Timothy not to neglect the spiritual gift he has 

received, especially the one that was confirmed through the 

laying on of Paul's hands, which likely refers to the time of his 

ordination or ministry. 

Theological evidence: 

A spiritual gift is something given by God for the service of the 

church (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11). The laying on of hands is a 

biblical practice to recognize and transfer authority (cf. Acts 

6:6). 

Reflection: 

We must not neglect the gifts God has given us. If we are called 

to serve, we must do so with zeal, 



 
 

 
 

 
always seeking the edification of the church and the glorification of 

God. 
 

 

Verse 7: "For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 

power and of love and of a sound mind." 

Explanation: 

Paul encourages Timothy by reminding him that the spirit God 

gives us is not one of fear, but of power, love, and discipline. This 

verse is a message of confidence, reinforcing that true strength 

for ministry comes from God. 

 

Theological evidence: 

God never wants us to live in fear, but strengthens us with His 

power (cf. Isaiah 41:10). The Spirit of God also gives us love and 

discipline, essential fruits for the Christian life (cf. Galatians 

5:22-23). 

Reflection: 

In difficult times, we must not give in to fear, but trust in the 

power of God, which gives us strength to face challenges, 

always with love and discipline, which are marks of Christian 

character. 
 

 

Verse 8: "Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of 

our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but join me in suffering for 

the gospel according to the power of God." 

 

Explanation: 

Paul exhorts Timothy not to be ashamed of being a Christian or 

of being associated with Paul, who was in prison for the gospel. 

He calls him to share in suffering for the sake of the gospel, 

knowing that it is God who gives the power to endure such 

sufferings. 



 
 

 
 

 

Theological evidence: 

Suffering for the sake of the gospel is something Jesus and the 

apostles teach as part of the Christian walk (cf. Matthew 5:10-12; 

Philippians 1:29). God’s power is the source that sustains 

believers in hardship (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Reflection: 

Suffering for the gospel should not be a source of shame, but of 

honor. We are called to live for Christ and, if necessary, to suffer 

for Him, because He strengthens us in our weakness. 
 

 

 

Verse 9: "Who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

world began." 

Explanation: 

Paul reminds Timothy that God has not called us because of our 

works, but because of His grace and His eternal purpose. 

Salvation is a gift, and the calling to the Christian life is based on 

His sovereign plan, which was given before the ages began. 

 

Theological evidence: 

Salvation is by grace, not works, as taught in Ephesians 2:8-9. 

God's eternal purpose is a central theme in the Bible (cf. 

Ephesians 1:4-5). 

Reflection: 

Our salvation and calling are a reflection of God’s grace. There is 

no merit in us, but solely in His sovereign purpose. This calls us 

to live with gratitude and humility before His greatness. 
 

 

 

Verse 10: "And now is made manifest by the appearing of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel." 



 
 

 

 

 

Explanation: 

Here Paul speaks of the revelation of Jesus Christ, who brought 

to mankind victory over death and the promise of eternal life. 

Christ's work in the gospel was to destroy the power of death 

and bring life and immortality. 

Theological evidence: 

Victory over death is central to the work of Christ (cf. 1 

Corinthians 15:54-57). Immortality and eternal life are constant 

themes in the New Testament (cf. John 5:24; 1 John 2:25). 

Reflection: 

Through Christ, we have the hope of eternal life. Death no 

longer has dominion over us, and this is one of the greatest 

promises of the gospel, which calls us to live in joy and 

confidence in His victory. 

Verse 11: "For which I am appointed a preacher and an apostle, 

and a teacher of the Gentiles." 

 

Explanation: 

In this verse, Paul reminds Timothy that he has been called by 

God to be a preacher, apostle, and teacher, especially to the 

Gentiles (those who are not Jews). He emphasizes his 

leadership role and his God-given mission, which is to 

proclaim the gospel and teach the Gentiles about Christ. 

 

Theological evidence: 

Paul's calling to be an apostle to the Gentiles is confirmed in 

several passages of Scripture (cf. Acts 9:15; Romans 11:13). God's 

calling to a specific ministry is a recurring theme in Paul's life and 

in Scripture generally (cf. Acts 13:2). 

 
 

Reflection: 

Every Christian is called to fulfill a specific purpose in God, 

whether as a preacher, teacher, or in other roles. We must be 

attentive to our calling and 



 
 

 
 

 
be faithful to the calling that God gave us, just as Paul was 

faithful to his. 
 

 

Verse 12: "For this cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I 

am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am 

persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have committed 

unto him until that day." 

Explanation: 

Paul declares that because of his commitment to the gospel, he 

suffers persecution and hardship. However, he is not ashamed of 

his suffering, for he has complete confidence in God. He knows 

whom he has believed, referring to his faith in Christ, and he is 

certain that God is able to guard his faith and salvation until “that 

day”—the day of final judgment. 

 

Theological evidence: 

Paul's trust in God is an example of solid faith, which believes in 

God's faithfulness even in the face of suffering (cf. Romans 

8:38-39). The idea that God guards the "deposit" (faith) is 

confirmed in 1 Peter 1:5, where it says that our salvation is 

guarded by God. 

Reflection: 

Our suffering for Christ is never in vain. Trusting in God, as Paul 

demonstrated, gives us courage to face any tribulation. When 

we know in whom we believe, our faith becomes unshakable. 
 
 

 

Verse 13: "Keep the pattern of sound words which you have 

heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus." 

Explanation: 

Paul instructs Timothy to keep and follow the "pattern of sound 

words" that he learned from Paul. This refers to the sound 

teachings that are faithful to the doctrine of Christ, which 



 
 

 
 

 
must be followed with faith and love. Paul exhorts Timothy to 

remain faithful to the gospel, without distortions or heresies. 

Theological evidence: 

The importance of remaining faithful to Christ’s teachings is a 

major theme in Paul’s pastoral epistles (cf. 1 Timothy 6:20-21; 

Titus 2:1). Pure doctrine and Christian love are essential to the 

life of the church. 

Reflection: 

We must always return to the pure teachings of God’s Word, 

those we have learned from the beginning, and practice them 

with faith and love. This keeps us firm in the truth and enables us 

to live according to the principles of the gospel. 
 
 

 

 
Verse 14: "That good thing which was committed unto thee, guard through the Holy 

Ghost which dwelleth in us." 

Explanation: 

Paul exhorts Timothy to guard the “good deposit”—the faith and 

truth that have been entrusted to him—by the empowerment of 

the Holy Spirit who dwells in him. The Holy Spirit is the one who 

helps preserve the integrity of the gospel message. 

 

Theological evidence: 

The Holy Spirit is described as the one who guides and strengthens 

us to live the Christian life faithfully (cf. John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 

2:12). The idea of "guarding the good deposit entrusted to us" 

relates to the believer's responsibility to keep his or her faith intact 

and true. 

Reflection: 

The responsibility to guard our faith is not ours alone. The Holy 

Spirit empowers and strengthens us to remain steadfast, even 

in the face of difficulties. We must trust Him to keep us firm in 

the truth. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Verse 15: "You know this, that all who are in Asia have turned 

away from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes." 

 

Explanation: 

Paul laments that many of the Christians in Asia have turned away 

from their faith, abandoning him in his ministry. He specifically 

mentions two individuals, Phygelus and Hermogenes, who were likely 

acquaintances of Timothy and who had turned away from the Christian 

faith. 

Theological evidence: 

Falling from the faith is a major theme in Paul's letters, and he 

frequently warns against apostasy (cf. 2 Timothy 4:10; 1 Timothy 

1:19-20). Betrayal by friends and 

employees is a painful reality for any leader, but it is 

something that Paulo faced. 

Reflection: 

The deviation of others should not shake our faith. Although 

many may stray from the truth, we are called to maintain our 

faithfulness to God regardless of the circumstances. Our 

commitment to Christ must be unbreakable. 
 

 

 

Verse 16: "May the Lord grant mercy to the household of 

Onesiphorus, because he often encouraged me and was 

not ashamed of my chains." 

Explanation: 

Paul prays for Onesiphorus, mentioning that he had been a great 

blessing to him, offering encouragement and support during 

Paul's time in prison. Onesiphorus was not ashamed to be 

associated with Paul, even though Paul was in prison, something 

that would have been a source of shame to others. 

 

Theological evidence: 

Onesiphorus' generosity and support of Paul is a 



 
 

 
 

 
example of how we should be towards our brothers in the faith, 

especially in times of difficulty (cf. Philippians 2:25; 1 Corinthians 

9:12). Supporting leaders and preachers of the gospel is a 

Christian practice that should be encouraged. 

 
 

Reflection: 

Onesiphorus’ example challenges us to be a faithful support to 

others in times of need. In a world where fear and shame often 

prevail, we must be courageous and supportive of those who 

preach the truth, even when they face persecution. 
 

 

 

Verse 17: "But when he came to Rome, he searched for me 

diligently and found me." 

Explanation: 

Paul recalls that Onesiphorus, upon arriving in Rome, made a 

diligent effort to find Paul, something that demonstrates his 

dedication and love for the apostle. He did not give up and 

searched for Paul in his prison. 

Theological evidence: 

Diligent efforts to help those in need are a reflection of Christian 

devotion (cf. Matthew 25:35-40). Onesiphorus’ dedication is an 

example of how we should actively seek to support others in the 

work of Christ. 

Reflection: 

Being diligent in serving others, especially those in need, is one 

of the greatest testimonies of Christian love. We must be willing 

to go above and beyond to find ways to support our fellow 

believers, even when it requires effort and sacrifice. 
 
 

 

Verse 18: "The Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on 

that day. And you know best how helpful he was to me in 

Ephesus." 



 
 

 

 

 

Explanation: 

Paul prays that the Lord will grant mercy to Onesiphorus on 

“that day,” probably referring to the day of final judgment when 

God will reward faithfulness. He also recognizes the importance 

of Onesiphorus’ service, recalling how helpful he was in Ephesus. 

 

Theological evidence: 

God’s mercy and the reward of our good deeds are themes 

frequently mentioned in Scripture (cf. Matthew 25:21; Revelation 

22:12). Onesiphorus is an example of faithfulness and service, 

and Paul recognizes his vital contribution. 

 
Reflection: 

True greatness in God’s Kingdom is not found in our fame or 

status, but in faithfulness and genuine service to others. Even 

those who serve silently, like Onesiphorus, are highly valued by 

God. 
 

 

A Final Reflection on II Timothy 1 

II Timothy 1leads us to contemplate some precious lessons for 

our Christian walk: 

Faithfulness to the calling: Paul, in writing to Timothy, 

reinforces the value of faithfulness to God’s calling, even 

when the price is suffering. As Christians, we are called not 

only to believe, but to live and be faithful to this calling, 

regardless of the difficulties or what the world may think. 

Paul’s example challenges us to embrace our vocation with 

courage and without shame. 

 

Trust in God: The confidence that Paul expresses in verse 

12, "I know whom I have believed," teaches us that our 
faith should not be shaken by 

circumstances. God is faithful to keep what we give 

Him, and even when we are in 



 
 

 
 

 
adversity, we can rest in the security of His sovereignty 

and love. 

The value of mutual support: The mention of Onesiphorus 

highlights the importance of support in the Christian life. In 

a world where many may turn away or give up, Onesiphorus 

was a source of encouragement and courage for Paul. This 

teaches us that we must be those who strengthen our 

brothers, especially in times of persecution or suffering. 

Solidarity and mutual support are vital to the spiritual health 

of the Church. 

Perseverance in the pursuit of doing good: Onesiphorus’ 

diligence in seeking out Paul in Rome, even in the face of so 

many difficulties, reminds us that faith is not something 

passive. It calls us to action. The Christian life demands 

perseverance in doing good and seeking out those who 

need help, regardless of the personal cost. 

 

God's reward: Finally, Paul’s acknowledgment of 

Onesiphorus’s usefulness in Ephesus and his prayer for 

God’s mercy in “that day” reminds us that even though our 

good deeds are often invisible to the eyes of the world, 

God sees them and will reward them. The true reward 

comes from God, and He honors faithfulness and service 

with His eternal blessings. 

 
In this chapter, we are challenged to live with courage, 

faithfulness, and dedication in our calling, to support one 

another in faith, and to remember that our service to God and 

others will never be in vain. The example of Paul and 

Onesiphorus inspires us to be more committed to God’s work, 

strengthening the church, and living with the assurance that He 

keeps what we entrust to Him until “that day.” 



 

 

 

Study of the Second Letter of Paul to 

Timothy - Chapter 2 (Verse by Verse 

Explanation) 

In 2 Timothy 2, the apostle Paul offers essential instructions to 

Timothy, urging him to be steadfast and persevering in ministry. 

Paul challenges him to live a life worthy of Christ by being a good 

soldier, athlete, and farmer, examples of discipline, focus, and 

hard work. He also emphasizes the importance of teaching the 

truth patiently, avoiding pointless arguments, and avoiding 

behaviors that undermine faith. The letter exhorts Timothy to 

maintain his faith steadfast, be a useful instrument in God’s 

hands, and fulfill his mission with dedication, even in the face of 

difficulties. This passage is a rich source of guidance for all 

Christians seeking to live with integrity and effectiveness in 

ministry. 
 
 

 

Verse 1: “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that 

is in Christ Jesus.” 

Explanation:Paul begins with a direct command to Timothy, 

his beloved disciple, calling him “my son” to reinforce the 

relationship of spiritual fatherhood between the two. The 

apostle instructs Timothy to be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus, that is, to rely on divine grace, not on his own 

strength. Grace here is understood as God’s enablement, 

available through Christ, to face challenges and live 

faithfully. 

 

Theological evidence:Grace is a central theme of the 

New Testament, being the basis of salvation (Ephesians 

2:8-9) and of the Christian life. Grace enables the 

Christian to live according to God's plan. 

Reflection:In times of difficulty and challenge, our 

tendency is to rely on our own efforts, 



 
 

 
 

 
but Paul teaches us that we must be strong in Christ. Our 

strength comes from God's grace, not from our human 

abilities or capabilities. 
 

 

Verse 2: “And the things which you have heard from me in 

the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also.” 

Explanation:Paul instructs Timothy to pass on the 

teachings he has received faithfully so that others can 

teach them as well. He emphasizes the importance of 

choosing trustworthy people who are capable of teaching 

others. Passing on the gospel and Christian teaching 

should be done responsibly and with those who have the 

character necessary to instruct others. 

 

Theological evidence:The practice of discipleship, that is, 

the transmission of teachings between generations, is a 

fundamental principle in the missionary work of the Church. 

Paul mentions in 2 Timothy 1:13 the importance of holding 

fast the pattern of sound words. 

Reflection:The responsibility to share the gospel does not 

lie solely with pastors or leaders, but with all Christians. The 

continuation of the gospel depends on our faithfulness and 

our willingness to teach others. 
 

 

 

Verse 3: “Therefore suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of 

Christ Jesus.” 

Explanation:Paul compares the Christian life to that of a 

soldier. A soldier faces hardship, pain, and even death for 

the sake of a cause. He instructs Timothy to be like a soldier, 

willing to suffer and face hardship for the sake of Christ. 

Suffering, as a good soldier, is not something to be taken 

lightly. 



 
 

 
 

 
avoided, but something that must be accepted as part of the 

mission of serving Christ. 

Theological evidence:Suffering for Christ is a recurring 

theme in Paul’s letters. In Philippians 1:29, he says that it is 

a privilege to suffer for Christ. The Christian life is marked 

by persecution and hardship, but these are overcome by 

God’s strength. 

Reflection:We often want to avoid suffering, but it is 

part of the Christian journey. Just like a soldier fighting 

for a greater cause, our fight is for faith and the 

Kingdom of God, and we must be willing to endure 

whatever is necessary for that mission. 
 

 

 

Verse 4: “No soldier while on active duty entangles himself 

with the affairs of this life, that he may please the one who 

enlisted him as a soldier.” 

Explanation:Paul continues with the metaphor of the 

soldier, stating that a soldier should not be distracted by 

things that are not part of his mission. He should focus on 

pleasing the one who enlisted him, that is, God. In the same 

way, the Christian should not be distracted by the concerns 

of this world, but live to please God and fulfill his mission. 

 

Theological evidence:Jesus also teaches us to prioritize the 

Kingdom of God over worldly concerns (Matthew 6:33). 

Christ’s calling requires that our hearts be focused on Him, 

without getting lost in distractions. 

 

Reflection:The Christian life requires focus. If we want to 

please God, we need to put Him first, without allowing 

ourselves to be consumed by the worries and temptations 

of this world. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Verse 5: “And if any man also striveth for power, yet is he not crowned, 

except he strive lawfully.” 

Explanation:Paul emphasizes that, just as a soldier does 

not receive a reward if he does not follow the rules of war, 

so too a Christian will not be rewarded if he does not live 

according to the principles of Christ. The Christian life must 

be lived within the parameters of the gospel. 

 

Theological evidence:Obedience to God’s principles is 

essential for salvation and for the reward at the end of the 

Christian journey. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Paul speaks of 

the need to run the race of faith in a disciplined manner. 

 

Reflection:The Christian life is not a competition, but a 

race in which we must follow the rules. Faithfulness to 
Christ and His Word is the way to achieve eternal reward. 

 

 

 

Verse 6: “The farmer who works is worthy to receive the first 

wages, that he may also share in the fruits.” 

Explanation:Here Paul uses the metaphor of the farmer. 

The farmer works the land and is worthy to receive the 

fruits of his labor. This applies to the Christian who works 

for the Kingdom of God. Faithful labor in the Lord brings 

rewards, both in this life and in eternity. 

 

Theological evidence:Jesus, in Matthew 9:37-38, speaks 

about the abundant harvest and the need for workers. 

The reward is a promise given by God to all who labor in 

His harvest. 

Reflection:Work in the Kingdom of God is hard, but rewards 

come to those who dedicate themselves. Like the farmer 

who reaps the fruits of his labor, the Christian will see the 

fruits of his labor in serving Christ. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Verse 7: “Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in all things.” 

Explanation:Paul encourages Timothy to reflect on what 

he is saying, for the Lord will give the necessary 

understanding. Here, Paul affirms that the 

understanding of divine words and teachings comes 

from God. He helps us understand the 

depth of His word and how to apply it. 

Theological evidence:The Holy Spirit is the one who 

guides us and gives us understanding (John 14:26). God 

does not leave His children without direction, He instructs 

us in His truth. 

Reflection:When we seek understanding from the 

Scriptures, it is not just a human endeavor. We must trust 

God to give us the wisdom we need to live according to His 

will. 
 

 

Verse 8: “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, of 

the seed of David, according to my gospel.” 

 

Explanation:Paul reminds Timothy of the centrality of 

Jesus Christ, especially His resurrection and His Davidic 

lineage. The resurrection of Jesus is the key to the gospel, 

for it is the victory over sin and death. Paul wants Timothy 

to keep this in mind as the foundation of his faith and 

ministry. 

Theological evidence:The resurrection of Christ is a 

central theme in Christian theology, being the guarantee 

of our own resurrection and victory over sin (1 

Corinthians 15:20-22). 

Reflection:Our faith is based on the resurrection of 

Christ. Remembering this truth is essential to 



 
 

 
 

 
our perseverance and our trust in God's power to 

overcome all adversity. 
 

 

Verse 9: “For which I suffer even unto chains as an 

evildoer: but the word of God is not chained.” 

Explanation:Paul talks about the suffering he endures for 

the sake of the gospel. Even though he is in prison, the Word 
of God continues to spread. 

Christ's message cannot be stopped, even in the face of 

imprisonment or persecution. 

Theological evidence:The gospel does not depend on 

external circumstances. Even in prison, Paul continued to 

preach and teach. The Word of God is more powerful than 

any human strength (Isaiah 55:11). 

 

Reflection:Even in hardship, God’s mission will not be 

interrupted. The suffering we face for Christ is temporary, 

but the Word of God is eternal and will continue to 

transform lives. 
 

 

Verse 10: “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the 

elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in 

Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” 

Explanation:Paul explains that he endures suffering for the 

sake of God’s elect, those who will be saved. He sees his 

mission as a means of leading people to salvation in Christ. 

Paul’s suffering has an eternal purpose: the salvation of 

souls. 

Theological evidence:Paul's suffering is seen as part of 

God's plan for the salvation of others. Salvation is a gift 
from God, and 

difficulties cannot hinder God's purposes (Romans 8:18). 



 
 

 
 

 

Reflection:The suffering we face can have a greater 

purpose than we realize. When our lives are centered on 

God’s mission, even hardships can be used for the 

salvation of others. 
 
 

 

Verse 11: “This is a trustworthy saying: If we died with 

him, we will also live with him.” 

Explanation:Paul begins this verse by emphasizing one of 

the central words of the Christian faith: death and 

resurrection with Christ. Death with Christ refers to death 

to sin, symbolized in baptism (Romans 6:4), while life with 

Him points to new life in Christ, a life transformed by faith 

and divine grace. 

 

Theological evidence:The death and resurrection of 

Christ are fundamental to Christianity. In Romans 6:8, 

Paul states that just as Christ was raised, so will we be. 

The experience of death to sin and new life in Christ is a 

reality experienced by the believer, and this is one of 

God's promises to His children. 

 

Reflection:Dying with Christ is not just symbolic, but 

practical. When we decide to follow Christ, we choose to 

die to our old ways of living and live in a new way, filled 

with the life and power He offers. 
 

 

 

Verse 12: “If we suffer, we will also reign with him; if we 

deny him, he will also deny us.” 

Explanation:Paul makes a connection between suffering 

and reigning with Christ. The suffering that the believer 

endures because of faith is a way of identifying with Christ, 

and this suffering will be 



 
 

 
 

 
rewarded in the Kingdom of God. But if anyone denies 

Christ, he too will be denied. This implies a direct 

relationship between faithfulness to Christ and eternal 

reward. 

Theological evidence:Suffering for Christ is a constant 

theme in Paul's letters (Philippians 3:10). Jesus Himself 

taught about denying Himself (Matthew 10:33) and that 

whoever denies Him before men, He will deny before 

the Father. 

Reflection:Faithfulness to Christ requires us to face 

hardships, but the promise is that our suffering will not be 

in vain. By remaining steadfast in our faith, we ensure our 

participation in the eternal reign with Christ. 
 

 

 

Verse 13: “If we are faithless, he remains faithful; he cannot 

deny himself.” 

Explanation:Paul emphasizes God’s faithfulness. Even 

when human beings are unfaithful, God remains faithful. 

God’s faithfulness does not depend on ours. He never 

abandons us, and His unchanging nature ensures that He 

will always be faithful to His promises, regardless of our 

failures. 

Theological evidence:God's faithfulness is a central 

characteristic of His nature. In 2 Timothy 2:13, we see that 

God remains faithful even when humans fail, just as is 

stated in 1 Corinthians 1:9: "God is faithful, through whom 

you were called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord." 

 

Reflection:Despite our failure and unfaithfulness, we 

can trust in God’s faithfulness. He will not abandon us, 

and His promises are eternal, even if we are not as 

faithful as we should be. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Verse 14: “Remind them of these things, and charge them 

before God not to dispute about words, to no avail, except to 

subvert those who hear.” 

Explanation:Paul instructs Timothy to remind his brothers 

of the importance of avoiding futile arguments. Empty 

debates and disputes over words do not bring edification, 

but create confusion and diversion. Instead, the focus 

should be on the gospel and building faith. 

Theological evidence:In Titus 3:9, Paul also exhorts 

Christians to avoid foolish arguments and strife. Christ’s 

message should not be distorted by fruitless discussions, 

but rather should be communicated clearly and faithfully. 

 

Reflection:As Christians, we must focus on what really 

matters: the message of the gospel. Discussions that will 

not edify anyone are a waste of time and energy. We must 

use our words to spread the truth and love of Christ. 
 

 

 

Verse 15: “Be diligent to present yourself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” 

Explanation:Paul exhorts Timothy to strive to be approved 

by God as a worker who does the right work. “Rightly 

handling the word of truth” means interpreting, teaching, 

and applying the Bible faithfully and accurately. The 

believer must be diligent in studying the Word and applying 

it, seeking to please God in everything. 

 

Theological evidence:Faithfulness to the correct teaching 

of Scripture is essential. In 1 Timothy 4:13, Paul also 
exhorts Timothy to devote himself to teaching 



 
 

 
 
 

 
and to the reading of the Scriptures, so that he may faithfully 

build up the Church. 

Reflection:We are called to be diligent in our efforts to 

study and apply God’s Word. When we faithfully live and 

teach God’s truth, we are approved before Him without 

cause for shame. 
 
 

 

Verse 16: “But avoid profane and vain babblings, for those who 

indulge in such things have departed from the faith.” 

Explanation:Paul warns Timothy to avoid idle talk and 

teaching, which only serve to lead people away from the 

true faith. Pointless discussions can lead people away from 

the truth of the gospel, leading them into confusion. 

 

Theological evidence:In 1 Timothy 6:20-21, Paul also 

instructs Timothy to avoid profane and vain conversations. 

False doctrines and human philosophies can lead people 

away from the true faith, causing spiritual destruction. 

 

Reflection:In a world full of empty talk and contradictory 

opinions, it is important to focus on maintaining the 

purity of our faith. Unedifying conversations should be 

avoided, as they can lead us away from the truth of 

Christ. 
 

 

Verse 17: “And their word will eat like cancer, of whom are 

Hymenaeus and Philetus.” 

Explanation:Paul warns that false doctrines and 

meaningless talk can corrupt faith like a spreading 

disease. He mentions two men, Hymenaeus and Philetus, 

who were spreading such destructive teachings. The 

analogy with 



 
 

 
 

 
Cancer is a powerful illustration of the negative impact 

that heresy can have on the lives of Christians. 

Theological evidence:In 1 Timothy 1:20, Paul had already 

mentioned Hymenaeus as someone who had departed from 

the faith and was handed over to Satan to be taught not to 

blaspheme. The spread of heresies is a serious problem in 

the Church. 

Reflection:False doctrines can destroy faith, like a disease 

that eats away at the body. We must be careful about the 

teaching we receive and transmit, to ensure that we are 

living and teaching the truth of God’s Word. 
 
 

 

Verse 18: “Who subvert the faith of some, saying that the 

resurrection is past already, and they destroy the faith of some.” 

Explanation:Hymenaeus and Philetus were teaching that the 

resurrection had already occurred, which was causing 

confusion and deviation in the faith of some Christians. They 

were distorting a central doctrine of the Christian faith, and 

this was causing some to lose their faith. 

Theological evidence:The resurrection is a fundamental 

pillar of the Christian faith (1 Corinthians 15:12-22). Denying 

this doctrine undermines the entire Christian faith. Correct 

teaching about the resurrection is essential to faithfulness to 

the gospel. 

Reflection:The resurrection of Christ is one of the central 

truths that underpins our faith. Any teaching that distorts 

this truth must be avoided, for it will compromise our 

understanding of the gospel and our hope in Christ. 
 
 

 

Verse 19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God stands sure, 

having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and: 



 
 

 

 

 

“Depart from iniquity, everyone who names the name of the 

Lord.” 

Explanation:Paul reaffirms the firmness and immutability 

of God's foundation, that is, God's truth and His promises 

remain secure. The "seal" that Paul mentions is a mark that 

identifies true believers, and this mark is linked to God's 

knowledge of His own. Furthermore, he exhorts believers to 

turn away from unrighteousness and sin, as a 

demonstration of faithfulness to the name of the Lord. 

 

 

Theological evidence:The concept of God knowing His own 

is a recurring statement in Scripture (John 10:14; 1 

Corinthians 8:3). The seal of God is also mentioned in 

Ephesians 1:13, where the Holy Spirit is described as the seal 

of our salvation. Separation from unrighteousness is a clear 

biblical principle, seen also in 2 Corinthians 6:17, where Paul 

says, “Therefore come out from among them and be 

separate, says the Lord.” 

Reflection:This verse reminds us that while we live in a 

corrupt world, the foundation of our faith, the work of God, 

is unshakable. We are marked as belonging to Him, and 

our response to this should be to live righteously, turning 

away from anything that tarnishes the name of Christ. 
 

 

 

Verse 20: “Now in a large house there are not only vessels of 

gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some for honor, 

some for dishonor.” 

Explanation:Paul uses the metaphor of a “large house” to 

illustrate the Church of Christ, which is made up of different 

types of people and ministries. Some are like vessels of 

gold and silver, representing those who live in purity and 

holiness, and others are like vessels of wood and clay, 

representing 



 
 

 
 

 
those who are in sin or far from a life faithful to Christ. 

 

Theological evidence:In 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, Paul refers 

to how the quality of each Christian’s works will be revealed 

at the judgment. The use of precious utensils versus 

common utensils is a figure that highlights the importance 

of holiness and dedication in the Christian life. 

 

Reflection:We are called to be vessels of honor in God’s 

house, living with integrity, holiness, and commitment to 

His truth. We must seek to be purified so that our lives 

bring honor to God and not dishonor. 
 

 

 

Verse 21: “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from these, he 

will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful to the Master, 

prepared for every good work.” 

Explanation:This verse teaches that as we purify ourselves 

from unrighteousness and sin, we become vessels of honor, 

prepared to serve the Lord. Purification involves a process 

of sanctification and dedication, and it is an ongoing 

process in the life of the Christian. Those who are purified 

are ready to perform the good works that God has 

prepared for them. 

Theological evidence:Sanctification is an ongoing 

process in the Christian's life, as described in 1 

Thessalonians 4:3 and 1 Peter 1:15-16. It is a preparation 

for service to God, and good works are seen as an 

expression of our true faith (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

Reflection:God calls us to a life of purity and dedication, 

and when we purify ourselves from sin, we are preparing 

ourselves to serve the Lord more effectively. As Christians, 

our sanctification 



 
 

 
 

 
It is not just for our own transformation, but so that we 

can be useful in the good works that God has prepared for 

us. 
 

 

Verse 22: “Flee youthful lusts; and pursue righteousness, faith, 

love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a 

pure heart.” 

Explanation:Paul exhorts Timothy to flee from youthful 

passions, that is, from the temptations and impure desires 

that often arise in youth. Instead of giving in to these 

impulses, he should seek to live according to the Christian 

virtues: righteousness, faith, love, and peace. And he should 

do this in fellowship with other believers who also have a 

pure heart before God. 

Theological evidence:The exhortation to flee from youthful 

lusts is similar to Paul’s warning in 1 Corinthians 6:18, 
where he directs believers to flee from sexual immorality. 

The pursuit of righteousness, faith, love, and peace is a way 

to live as Christ taught (Matthew 5:9; 6:33; 1 Corinthians 

13:13). 

Reflection:As young people and even adults, we all face 

temptations that lead us away from God. This verse 

teaches us that we should focus on cultivating Christian 

virtues and living in peace and harmony with other 

believers. True peace and righteousness come from a life 

centered on God and His purpose for us. 
 

 

Verse 23: “But avoid foolish and irrelevant disputes, 

knowing that they generate strife.” 

Explanation:Paul again warns against unnecessary and 

unprofitable discussions. Irrelevant issues can create 

divisions and disagreements within the Christian 

community, 



 
 

 
 

 
instead of promoting edification and spiritual 

growth. 

Theological evidence:In 1 Timothy 6:4-5, Paul also warns 

against those who engage in useless arguments that only 

create divisions. Christians should focus on what is 

relevant and helpful for building faith, not on contentions. 

 

Reflection:We can often be tempted to get into arguments 

that do no good. This verse reminds us that as Christians, 

we should avoid debates that do not promote peace or 

build faith. Our focus should be on things that truly 

strengthen our walk with Christ and the unity of the Church. 
 

 
 

 

 

Verse 24: “The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 

kind to everyone, able to teach, patient.” 

Explanation:Paul describes the qualities that every servant 

of God should have. He should not be quarrelsome or 

provocative, but kind and gentle to everyone. In addition, he 

should be able to teach and have patience, especially when 

dealing with those who have difficulty understanding or 

accepting the truth. 

Theological evidence:Teaching and patience are essential 

qualities for Christian leaders, as described in 1 Timothy 3:2 

and Titus 1:9. Kindness and patience are characteristics of 

Christ's character (Matthew 11:29), and they should be 

reflected in all Christians. 

 

Reflection:As servants of Christ, we are called to be models 

of patience and kindness. Often, being patient with others 

and teaching them in love is more effective than being 

contentious. True 



 
 

 
 
 

 
authority in the Kingdom of God comes from humility and love for 

one's neighbor. 

 

 

Verse 25: “He must gently correct those who oppose him, in 

the hope that God will grant them repentance leading to a 

knowledge of the truth.” 

Explanation:Paul teaches that when correcting those 

who oppose the truth, the servant of God should act with 

gentleness, not with anger. The goal is not to humiliate, 

but to lead the person to repentance so that he or she can 

know God’s truth. 

Theological evidence:In Galatians 6:1, Paul also instructs 

Christians to give correction in a spirit of gentleness. 

Repentance is an action of God (Acts 11:18), and it is 

through patience and love that God can transform hearts. 

 

Reflection:Gentleness in confrontation is a reflection of 

Christ’s character. When we correct someone with 

humility and love, we give space for God to work in that 

person’s heart, bringing them to the truth. Our role is to 

be God’s instrument to restore and not to condemn. 
 
 

 

Verse 26: “And escape the snare of the devil, wherein he is 

taken, by doing his will.” 

Explanation:Paul speaks about how those who oppose the 

truth are being deceived by the devil, falling into his traps. 

The only way to escape this snare is through repentance 

and the knowledge of the truth, which sets us free. 

 

Theological evidence:The devil tries to deceive people, as 

described in 1 Peter 5:8, but the truth of Christ is what sets 
people free (John 8:32). Salvation and 



 
 

 
 

 
repentance brings liberation from the dominion of 

darkness. 

Reflection:The devil tries to trap us with lies and 

deception. Only through repentance and surrender to the 

truth of Christ can we be freed from his traps. We must 

help others see this truth so that they too can escape the 

enemy’s snare. 
 

 

 

Final Reflection on II Timothy 2 

This chapter of II Timothy challenges us to live a life of faith, 

holiness, and commitment to the truth in a world that 

constantly offers us alternatives to deviate from God's path. 

Paul, in instructing Timothy, highlights the fundamental role of 

being a good soldier of Christ, someone who, in all aspects of 

life, seeks to live with integrity, humility, and patience. 

 
As we reflect on this chapter, we are reminded that faithfulness to 

Christ requires not only personal dedication, but also a constant 

posture of teaching, correction, and edification within the 

Christian community. As Christians, we are called to be living 

examples of faith, being “vessels for honor” in the house of God, 

seeking purity and sanctification so that we may be useful 

instruments in the hands of the Lord. 

 
Furthermore, Paul warns us about the importance of avoiding 

futile arguments and divisions, as they only breed contention 

and distract us from the true purpose of our lives in Christ: to 

live in peace, love, and faithfulness to His Word. Patience and 

gentleness are vital when dealing with those who are in error, 

always with the hope that God can lead them to repentance and 

the truth. 



 
 

 
 

 
In this chapter, we are challenged to not only be servants of 

Christ, but to be active servants, ready to correct in love, teach 

with patience, and live in a manner worthy of the calling to which 

we have been called. Our Christian life should be a reflection of 

God’s grace and truth, not only in words but also in actions, in 

every area of our lives. 

 
Ultimately, the message of 2 Timothy 2 is a reminder that in all 

we do, we should seek God’s approval, avoiding distractions, and 

focusing on what really matters: honoring the name of Christ 

and leading others to the liberating truth of the gospel. 



 

 

 

Study of the Second Letter of Paul to 

Timothy - Chapter 3 (Verse by Verse 

Explanation) 

In 2 Timothy 3, the apostle Paul offers a vivid and direct warning 

about the difficult times Christians will face in the last days. He 

describes a society marked by selfishness, immorality, and 

disrespect for God, where many people will turn away from the 

faith and indulge in corrupt practices. However, Paul also 

reminds Timothy of the importance of the Holy Scriptures, which 

are able to equip believers to face these adversities and live 

according to God’s will. This chapter challenges us to stand firm 

in the truth of God’s Word, even in times of spiritual and moral 

crisis. 
 
 

 

Verse 1: "But know this, that in the last days 

perilous times will come." 

Explanation:Paul begins by warning Timothy about difficult 

times that would come in the "last days." The "last days" refers to 

the period beginning with Christ's first coming and extending 

until His second coming. This time would be characterized by 

both spiritual and social hardships as humanity would move 

further and further away from God's principles. 

 

Theological evidence:The Bible frequently mentions the "last 

days," as in Acts 2:17, where Peter quotes the prophet Joel, and 

in Hebrews 1:2, which speaks of the present time as being the 

last. God's Word does not call us to fear, but to be prepared for 

that period. 

 

Reflection:The promise that these difficult times would come 

is not meant to scare us, but to warn us. We need to be alert 
to the changes in the world, but at the same time 



 
 

 
 

 
time, firm in our faith and trust in Christ, who is our 

unshakable rock. 
 

 

Verse 2: "For men will be lovers of their own selves, lovers of 

money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy;" 

Explanation:Paul describes the sins that will mark the "last 

days." He highlights selfishness ("lovers of their own selves") and 

covetousness as predominant characteristics. People will 

become more vain and disobedient, both to God and to their 

parents, indicating a society in moral decline. "Unthankful" and 

"profane" indicate a departure from spiritual values and 

reverence for God. 

Theological evidence:Jesus also spoke of the signs of the times in 

Matthew 24:12, when He mentioned that because lawlessness 

would increase, the love of many would grow cold. Paul, in 

Romans 1:28-32, also describes the moral decay that accompanies 

turning away from God. 

Reflection:We are living in a time where individualism and a lack 

of respect for others, including authority figures such as parents, 

are often seen in society. As Christians, we are called to reflect 

the values of the Kingdom of God in our attitudes and 

relationships, seeking humility, gratitude, and respect. 
 

 

 

Verse 3: "Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 

intemperate, fierce, despisers of those who are good," 

 

Explanation:The verse expands the list of degenerate behaviors, 

highlighting the lack of natural affection, which can refer to the 

absence of family love or emotional bonds. "Irreconcilable" and 

"slanderers" indicate a society marked by unforgiveness and the 

spread of gossip. "Intemperate" and "cruel" reveal 



 
 

 
 

 
brutality and lack of control, especially in relation to 

violence. 

Theological evidence:In James 3:6-9, we see the tongue 

described as "fire" and capable of corrupting the entire body. In 

Galatians 5:19-21, Paul lists works of the flesh that resemble 

these attitudes: slander, lack of self-control, and cruelty. 

 

Reflection:This verse makes us reflect on how society has 

distanced itself from the principles of love and kindness. As 

children of God, we should seek to promote reconciliation, 

kindness, and self-control in our actions and words. 
 

 

 

Verse 4: "Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure 

more than lovers of God;" 

Explanation:Paul speaks of people who, when they turn away 

from God, become traitors to the truth and obstinate, that is, 

stubborn in their wrong choices. Pride takes over them, and 

they become more fond of worldly pleasures than of God, 

prioritizing the search for personal and carnal satisfaction. 

 

Theological evidence:Jesus warned against loving worldly 

pleasures in Luke 8:14, where he speaks of the seed that fell 

among thorns and was choked by the cares and riches of this life. 

James 4:4 also exhorts us not to make friends with the world, for 

it is the enemy of God. 

Reflection:What occupies our hearts? Momentary pleasures or 

friendship with God? We must seek a life that honors God, 

resisting the temptation to prioritize pleasures that distance us 

from His will. 
 

 

Verse 5: "Having a form of godliness, but denying its 

power. From such turn away." 



 
 

 

 

 

Explanation:Paul speaks of people who appear to be pious, but 

whose lives are far from true obedience to God. They may even 

appear religious, but they do not demonstrate the transforming 

power of faith in their actions. 

 

Theological evidence:In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus warns about 

those who, despite doing many religious works, do not have a 

genuine relationship with Him. The power of true godliness is 

manifested in a transformed heart and good works. 

 

Reflection:We need to examine our lives to ensure that our faith 

is not just a façade but real, with fruits that evidence the power of 

God within us. The appearance of godliness is no substitute for 

true inner transformation. 
 

 

 

Verse 6: "For among these are those who enter into houses 

and make captive weak women, laden with sins and led away 

by various passions." 

Explanation:Paul warns against those who prey on 

vulnerable people, such as women who are weak in faith and 

burdened with guilt and sin. They take advantage of these 

emotional and spiritual vulnerabilities to manipulate and 

deceive. 

Theological evidence:Jesus was also concerned about those 

who exploited vulnerable people, as we see in Matthew 23:13-15, 

where He denounces the Pharisees and teachers of the law for 

their hypocrisy and exploitation. 

Reflection:We must be careful when seeking out spiritual leaders 

and teachers. We need discernment to identify those who seek to 

exploit others rather than help build and heal. As Christians, we 

must always care for the weak and vulnerable. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Verse 7: "Ever learning, and never able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth." 

Explanation:Paul describes a type of person who is constantly 

seeking knowledge but never manages to attain true wisdom and 

understanding of the truth. This type of person is stuck in 

superficial learning, lacking true experience of God’s 

transforming power. 

 

Theological evidence:In James 1:5, the Bible teaches us that if 

anyone lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously. 
True wisdom comes from the Lord and applies to practical life. 

 

Reflection:Knowledge is important, but without practical 

application and seeking God, it is empty. We must seek God’s 
truth with a heart willing to live out what we learn. 

 

 

 

Verse 8: "And as Janes and Jambres withstood Moses, so 

these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 

reprobate concerning the faith." 

Explanation:Paul refers to the Egyptian magicians (Janes and 

Jambres) who resisted Moses and the signs of God. Just as they 

opposed the truth, so there would be people in his day who 

would resist the truth of God. 

Theological evidence:The names Janes and Jambres are not 

directly mentioned in the Bible, but Jewish tradition and other 

ancient texts identify them as the Magi who opposed Moses 

(Exodus 7:11-12). Resistance to the truth is a constant in human 

history. 

 

Reflection:When we encounter resistance to God's truth, we 

need to remember that this struggle is an old one. We must, 
with firmness and love, continue 



 
 

 
 

 
proclaiming the truth, knowing that resistance to the gospel 

is nothing new. 
 

 

Verse 9: "But they will not get very far, for their folly will be 

obvious to everyone, as was also the folly of those two." 

Explanation:Paul states that despite their resistance, these men 

will not succeed, for their lack of truth will be evident. Their 
foolishness will be clearly revealed. 

Theological evidence:In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Paul talks 

about false apostles, who may deceive for a time, but their 

true nature will eventually be revealed. 

 

Reflection:Even when we see resistance and deception, we 

must trust that in the end, the truth will prevail. God’s 

righteousness will be manifested, and those who resist the 

truth will be exposed. 
 

 

Verse 10: "But you have followed my teaching, my conduct, 

my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

perseverance." 

Explanation:Paul contrasts Timothy with the false teachers, 

commending him for closely following their example. He 

highlights the spiritual qualities Timothy has learned from him, 

including faith, patience, love, and perseverance. 

 

Theological evidence:Example is a recurring theme in Paul's 

letters. In 1 Corinthians 11:1, he says, "Follow my example, just 

as I follow the example of Christ." Discipleship is done through 

imitation of good examples. 

Reflection:We should be grateful for those who teach and 

inspire us in our walk of faith. The example of Christian living is 
powerful and transformative. Like Paul, we can 



 
 

 
 

 
be models of faith, patience and perseverance to those around 

us. 
 

 

Verse 11: "Persecutions, afflictions, which came upon me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra, which persecutions I suffered: 

but out of them all the Lord delivered me." 

Explanation:Paul reminds Timothy of the persecutions and 

afflictions he suffered in several cities while preaching the 

gospel: Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. These persecutions 

included not only rejection but also death threats and other types 

of suffering. Yet, he confidently states that God delivered him 

from them all. 

Theological evidence:In 2 Corinthians 11:24-27, Paul describes in 

detail some of his persecutions, including floggings, shipwrecks, 

and imprisonment. In 2 Timothy 4:17, he reaffirms that despite 

the adversities, the Lord was always with him, strengthening him. 

 

Reflection:Paul teaches us that even though we are persecuted 

and afflicted because of our faith, God is with us and gives us 

the strength to overcome. Even in difficult times, we can trust 

that He will deliver us and use these experiences to strengthen 

and mature us in faith. 
 

 

Verse 12: "And indeed, all who desire to live godly in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 

Explanation:Paul states that all Christians who desire to live 

according to God’s will and follow Christ godly will face 

persecution. Persecution can vary in form, but it is a reality that 

all Christians who hold firm in the faith can expect. 

 

Theological evidence:Jesus had already warned about this in 

John 15:18-20, where He said that if the world hated Him, it would 
also hate His followers. In 1 Peter 4:12-14, Peter 



 
 

 
 

 
also encourages Christians to rejoice in trials, as they are part 

of the experience of following Christ. 

 

Reflection:Persecution is not a surprise to the faithful Christian, 

but something to be expected. It calls us to reflect on how we 

are living our faith: have we lived in such a visible and 

committed way that the world perceives us as disciples of Christ? 

Persecution can be a confirmation that we are on the right path. 
 
 

 

Verse 13: "But evil men and impostors will grow worse and 

worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 

Explanation:Paul describes the fate of those who live in 

opposition to the truth of Christ. He states that "evil men" and 

"impostors" (those who practice evil and deceive others with 

false doctrines) will continue to grow worse, deceiving others 

more and more and being deceived by their own lies. 

 

Theological evidence:In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus warned against 

false prophets, who present themselves as lambs but are 

actually wolves. Furthermore, in 2 Peter 2:1-3, Peter also warns 

about the presence of false teachers, whose destruction is 

certain. 

Reflection:This verse is a warning against falsehood and 

deception. As Christians, we must be vigilant not to be deceived 

by doctrines that do not agree with God’s Word. The truth of 

Christ is the only truth that sets us free, and we must keep our 

hearts and minds fixed on it. 
 

 

 

Verse 14: "But continue thou in the things which thou 

hast learned and hast been fully persuaded, knowing of 

whom thou hast learned them;" 



 
 

 

 

 

Explanation:Paul exhorts Timothy to stand firm in the truth he 

has learned throughout his walk with him and other spiritual 

leaders. The knowledge of Christ and His Word that has been 

imparted to Timothy is to be the solid foundation upon which 

he continues to build his life. 

 

Theological evidence:In 1 Corinthians 15:1-2, Paul also 

encourages Christians to remain firm in the faith they have 

received. In Philippians 3:16, he teaches us to live according to 

what we have already learned about the truth of Christ, without 

deviating to other paths. 

Reflection:In times of crisis or uncertainty, how can we resist 

false doctrines and attempts to lead us astray? The key is to hold 

firm to what we have learned, to trust in those who have taught 

us, and most importantly, to trust in the truth of Christ, which is 

unshakable. 
 

 

Verse 15: "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 

in Christ Jesus." 

Explanation:Paul reminds Timothy of his early education in the 

Scriptures, likely taught by his mother Eunice and grandmother 

Lois. These "holy writings" are the Scriptures, which lead to 

wisdom and, through faith in Christ, to salvation. The Bible is the 

source of knowledge that leads to the knowledge of God and 

salvation through Jesus. 

 

Theological evidence:The importance of Scripture is highlighted 

in Psalm 119:105, where God’s Word is described as a lamp unto 

our feet. In John 5:39, Jesus Himself pointed to the Scriptures as 

a witness of Himself. Also, in Romans 10:17, Paul teaches that 

faith comes by hearing the word of Christ. 



 
 

 
 

 

Reflection:The Bible is the key to our spiritual wisdom and 

salvation. If Timothy was taught the Scriptures from his 

childhood, we must also encourage future generations to grow 

in the knowledge of God’s Word. The Bible is fundamental to our 

Christian walk. 
 
 

 

Verse 16: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness:" 

Explanation:Paul states that all Scripture is inspired by God, 

that is, each part of the Bible has divine origin and is useful to 

teach, correct and instruct us in living a righteous life before 

God. The Word of God plays an active role in the transformation 

of Christians. 

Theological evidence:In 2 Peter 1:20-21, Peter confirms that the 

Scriptures are inspired by God and written by men moved by the 

Holy Spirit. In Hebrews 4:12, the Bible is described as living and 

active, able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

Reflection:The Bible is not just a book of history or morality, but it 

is living and powerful. We must allow it to teach us, correct us, and 

mold us according to God’s will. By meditating on the Scriptures, 

we are guided to a more righteous life that is more like Christ’s 

character. 
 

 

Verse 17: "That the man of God may be perfect, 

thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 

Explanation:Paul explains that as we submit ourselves to the 

teaching of Scripture, the man of God (every Christian) will be 

"perfect" (mature, complete) and equipped to do "every good 

work." The Bible not only teaches us to live righteously, but it 

also empowers us to do good and fulfill God's purposes for our 

lives. 



 
 

 
 

 

Theological evidence:In Ephesians 2:10, Paul teaches that we 

were created in Christ for good works. In 2 Corinthians 9:8, he 

affirms that God is able to give us all grace so that in all things we 

may do good works. 

Reflection:God’s Word prepares and equips us for Kingdom 

service. Our Christian journey is not just about learning, but 

about action. As we are shaped by Scripture, we become better 

equipped to make a difference in the world around us by doing 

good works that glorify God. 
 
 

 

Final Reflection - II Timothy 3: 

This chapter gives us a clear and direct portrait of the reality that 

Christians face in a world corrupted by sin. Paul does not hide the 

truth that the faithful Christian will be confronted with difficult 

times, where values become distorted and people turn away 

from God. However, he also assures us that God’s Word is our 

firm anchor in times of storm, and it is through it that we are 

shaped, corrected, and empowered to live a life that honors God. 

 

 
When we face persecution, false doctrine, and moral decay all 

around us, we need to remember that the Bible is more than a 

book of history or literature. It is a living revelation from God, 

inspired by His Spirit, and capable of transforming us 

completely. We are called to stand firm in the truth we have 

learned, just as Timothy was exhorted by Paul. 

 
God provides us with all the tools we need to be “perfect” in the 

sense of being mature and equipped to do His good works. 

Scripture is not just an instruction manual, but a source of life, 

equipping us not only to resist evil but to do good in a way that 

glorifies God. 



 
 

 
 

 
Therefore, as we face difficulties, let us be encouraged to seek 

the wisdom that comes from God’s Word. May it be our 

guidance, our comfort, and our empowerment for life and 

ministry. May we live according to the truth of Scripture, 

 
regardless of the circumstances around us, and that in doing 

so, we may be instruments of transformation in a world that 

desperately needs the gospel of Christ. 



 

 

 

Study of the Second Letter of Paul to 

Timothy - Chapter 4 (Verse by Verse 

Explanation) 

In 2 Timothy 4, the apostle Paul, in his final days before his 

death, writes with urgency and wisdom to his disciple Timothy. 

He exhorts Timothy to remain steadfast in the faith, to preach 

God’s Word with courage, and to be faithful to the calling he has 

received, regardless of the difficulties. Paul also shares his 

personal experience, reflecting on God’s faithfulness 

throughout his journey, the trials he faced, and his confidence 

in eternal reward. The chapter highlights the importance of 

perseverance in ministry, vigilance against deception, and the 

need for an unwavering commitment to the gospel. 
 
 

 

 

Verse 1: 

"I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 

kingdom..." 

Explanation:Paul begins this chapter with a solemn statement, 

making an appeal before God and Jesus Christ, who are the final 

judges. He emphasizes the seriousness of Timothy’s mission, 

reminding him that the Christian life is lived under the watchful 

eye of God, who will judge all. This invocation of God’s judgment 

and the promise of the eternal kingdom are aspects that give 

authority and urgency to Timothy’s task. 

 

Theological evidence:The final judgment is a central belief in 

Christianity, where God will judge the righteous and the unrighteous 

(Revelation 20:12). The reference to the manifestation of Christ 

recalls the second coming, an event expected by Christians, where he 

will establish his definitive kingdom (Matthew 25:31-32). 



 
 

 
 

 

Reflection:This verse reminds us of our responsibility before 

God, who is the ultimate judge, and of the seriousness of our 

mission to preach the Word. Our lives and testimonies must be 

aligned with this eternal truth, for God sees us and will judge us 

according to our actions. 
 
 

 

Verse 2: 

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; rebuke, 

rebuke, exhort, with all patience and doctrine." 

Explanation:Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the word of God 

constantly, whether in opportunity (time) or out of opportunity 

(lack of opportunity). Preaching is not only about preaching the 

good news, but also about rebuking errors, correcting faults, 

and exhorting people to live according to the truth. Patience and 

teaching are fundamental to this task. 

 

Theological evidence:Faithful preaching of the word is one of 

the preacher's greatest responsibilities (Romans 10:14-15). 

Furthermore, exhortation and rebuke are essential aspects of 

the Christian life, as they help form the spiritual discipline of 

believers (Hebrews 12:6). 

Reflection:The call to preach the word is constant, not limited to 

moments of "opportunity," but even including difficult times. Our 

patience, our example, and our firmness in teaching God's truth 

are tools that help build others up in the faith. 
 

 

 

Verse 3: 

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 

but after their own lusts, having itching ears, they will accumulate 

for themselves teachers;" 



 
 

 
 

 

Explanation:Paul prophesies that in the last days people will 

reject true doctrine and seek teachers who tell them what 
they want to hear, feeding their own desires and passions. 

This verse reflects a warning against the temptation to seek 

teachings that appeal to the human heart rather than 

submitting to biblical truth. 

 

Theological evidence:This warning aligns with what Jesus taught 

about religious falsehood in the end times (Matthew 24:24). The 

"itching ears" is a metaphor for the desire to hear only what 

pleases without confronting the truth (2 Timothy 4:3). 

 

Reflection:The pursuit of convenient and pleasing doctrines can 

lead many astray. As Christians, we must be careful not to fall 

into the trap of accepting only what makes us feel good, but to 

commit ourselves to biblical truth, which can often be 

challenging. 
 

 

 

Verse 4: 

"And they will turn away their ears from the truth and will be turned to fables." 

 

Explanation:Here Paul continues to describe the consequence 

of desiring false doctrines: people will turn away from the truth 

and turn to myths or made-up stories rather than keeping their 

commitment to God’s word. 

 

Theological evidence:The Bible warns against accepting 

teachings that are not based on truth (Titus 1:14). "Fables" here 

can refer to empty, unfounded teachings, such as superstitions 

or heresies (1 Timothy 1:4). 

 

Reflection:The verse challenges us to discern what is true and 

to avoid being led astray by ideas and teachings that deviate 
from God's word. Biblical truth is 



 
 

 
 

 
solid and unshakable, and we need to base our faith on it, not on 

human inventions. 
 

 

Verse 5: 

"But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of 

an evangelist, fulfill your ministry." 

Explanation:Paul encourages Timothy to maintain sobriety, 

which involves living with discernment and self-control, even in 

the midst of difficulties. He also instructs him to fulfill his 

evangelistic mission with diligence, even if it involves suffering 

and hardship. 

Theological evidence:Sobriety is seen as a Christian virtue, 

essential for the spiritual leader (Titus 2:2). The work of the 

evangelist, of preaching the gospel, is a task of fundamental 

importance, and every Christian has a role in spreading the 

message of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Reflection:In a world full of distractions and difficulties, sobriety 

is a sign of spiritual maturity. Fulfilling our ministry, whatever it 

may be, requires perseverance and faithfulness, knowing that 

God’s work is always valuable, even in times of affliction. 
 
 

 

Verse 6: 

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 

time of my departure has come." 

Explanation:Paul uses the metaphor of being “poured out like a 

drink offering” to illustrate his impending death. The drink 

offering was a part of the offerings made to God in the Old 

Testament (Numbers 15:5), and Paul sees himself as a sacrifice 

offered to God, ready to depart from this world. 



 
 

 
 

 

Theological evidence:Paul, at various points, sees himself as 

someone who has already sacrificed himself for Christ 

(Philippians 2:17). His death is seen as a sacrifice for the 

advancement of the gospel, not a tragic end, but a fulfillment of 

his God-given mission. 

Reflection:The Christian life is a call to surrender oneself, just as 

Paul did. Sometimes, surrendering oneself completely to God’s 

call requires sacrifice and even suffering. We must learn to live 

with generosity and willingness to serve, knowing that 

everything is part of God’s plan. 
 

 

Verse 7: 

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith;" 

 

Explanation:Paul reflects on his life, considering it as a struggle, 

a race and a keeping of faith. He sees himself as someone who 

was faithful to the end, facing difficulties, but maintaining the 

mission. 

Theological evidence:The metaphor of "fighting the good fight" 

and "finishing the race" is a common Christian image, 

representing perseverance in faith until death (2 Timothy 4:7; 1 

Corinthians 9:24-27). 

Reflection:This is a great inspiration for all of us. At the end of 

our lives, we can be proud that we have “fought the good fight” 

and “finished the race” if we keep our faith firm and our mission 

clear. The Christian life is a journey that requires persistence. 
 
 

 

Verse 8: 

"Now there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day; and 

not to me only, but also to all who have loved his appearing." 



 
 

 
 

 

Explanation:Paul speaks of the heavenly reward he will receive 

from Christ. The "crown of righteousness" represents the reward 

for the righteous in the end, when Christ returns to judge the 

living and the dead. 

Theological evidence:The idea of reward in heaven is central to 

the New Testament. Christians look forward to the return of Christ 

and the reward for their faithfulness (1 Corinthians 9:25; 

Revelation 22:12). 

Reflection:This verse reminds us of the great reward that awaits 

the faithful. Even when we face hardships, the promise of 

eternal life with Christ and the crown of righteousness should 

motivate us to persevere in faith. 
 

 

Verse 9: 

"Try to come before winter. And Eubulus greets you, and Pudens, and 

Linus, and Claudia, and all the brothers." 

Explanation:Paul asks Timothy to come soon, before winter, 

so that he can help him while there is still opportunity. He also 
sends greetings from other Christians who were with him. 

 

Theological evidence:Although this verse does not contain a 

profound doctrine, it shows the importance of Christian 
relationships and friendship in the work of ministry. 

 

Reflection:The Christian life is also about supportive 

relationships. We must be willing to help one another and 
strengthen bonds in the Christian community. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Verse 10: 

"For Demas has deserted me, having loved this present world, 

and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia; Titus to 

Dalmatia." 

Explanation:Paul mentions Demas, who left him because of 

his love for the world. This shows that not everyone remains 

faithful in the ministry, and some people fall away because of 

their love for temporal things. 

Theological evidence:This kind of abandonment is a warning in 

Scripture (1 John 2:15-17). Faithfulness to God’s calling requires 
courage to resist the temptations and allurements of the world. 

 

Reflection:Demas’ example serves as a warning. We need to be 

careful not to let the distractions of this world distract us from 
our calling and commitment to Christ. 

 

 

 

Verse 11: 

"Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with you, 

because he is useful to me for the ministry." 

Explanation:Paul mentions that Luke, the beloved physician and 

faithful companion, is the only one who is with him in his 

imprisonment. He also asks Timothy to bring Mark with him, for 

Paul recognizes that Mark, despite having failed in the past (Acts 

15:37-39), is now useful for the ministry. 

Theological evidence:Luke was a faithful companion of Paul 

during his missionary journeys (Colossians 4:14). Mark, also 

known as John Mark, has a history of failures, but his restoration 

and usefulness in ministry are examples of God’s forgiveness 

and restoration (Acts 15:37-39). 



 
 

 
 

 

Reflection:The verse teaches us about the importance of 

restoring those who have failed in the past. God’s work is greater 

than our mistakes, and everyone has an important role in 

ministry when they are willing to reconcile themselves to God’s 

grace. 
 

 

Verse 12: 

"I sent Tychicus to Ephesus." 

 

Explanation:Tychicus was sent by Paul to Ephesus to continue 

the work of teaching and strengthening the local church. Paul 

trusted Tychicus to care for the church and continue the 

ministry in Timothy’s absence. 

Theological evidence:Tychicus is mentioned in other texts as 

someone trustworthy and faithful in ministry, both in Ephesus 

and in Colossae (Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7). He was a 

companion of Paul on missionary journeys. 

Reflection:This verse highlights the importance of trusting 

other leaders and fellow believers. Christian ministry is not done 

alone, but with the support of others who work with loyalty and 

dedication. 
 

 

Verse 13: 

"When you come, bring the cloak I left in Troas, in Carpus' 

house, and the books, especially the parchments." 

Explanation:Paul asks Timothy to bring his cloak, which he had 

left at Troas, as well as his books and parchments. This reference 

to books and parchments may indicate that Paul wanted to 

continue studying or that the sacred texts he used for ministry 

were there. 

Theological evidence:Paul, even though he was in prison, 

wanted to continue feeding on the Word and studying. 



 
 

 
 

 
This shows his commitment to intellectual and spiritual 

life until the end of his life. 

Reflection:This verse teaches us about the importance of 

continuing to study and deepen our knowledge of God, even in 

difficult times. Paul, even in prison, knew that studying and 

knowing the Scriptures was fundamental to ministry. 
 
 

 

Verse 14: 

"Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will 

repay him according to his works." 

Explanation:Paul mentions Alexander the coppersmith, who 

wronged him in some way. The reference to "coppersmith" 

suggests that Alexander may have been a craftsman or someone 

involved in activities that opposed Paul's work. Paul expresses that 

God will be the righteous judge over him. 

Theological evidence:The mention of Alexander shows that even 

within the Christian community there were people who opposed 

the gospel and Paul's mission. Paul entrusts justice to God, who 

will repay according to each person's actions (Romans 12:19). 

 

Reflection:When we face persecution and evil, we can trust that 

God will be the righteous judge. We do not need to seek revenge 

or take justice into our own hands; God will repay evil according 

to His perfect justice. 
 

 

Verse 15: 

"You also must beware of him, for he strongly resisted our 

words." 

Explanation:Paul warns Timothy to beware of Alexander, as he 

was a staunch opponent of the gospel and the 



 
 

 
 

 
words of Paul. His resistance was not only against Paul, but 

against the truth that Paul preached. 

Theological evidence:This is a warning to Christians that there 

will be people who resist the gospel and God’s truth, and we 
must be prepared to deal with these challenges (Titus 1:10-11). 

 

Reflection:As Christians, we must be alert to adversity and 

resistance to the gospel, but we must not be shaken. We must 

trust that God’s truth will prevail and that our mission continues, 

regardless of adversity. 
 

 

 

Verse 16: 

"At my first defense, no one came to my aid, but rather 

everyone deserted me; let this not be held against them." 

 

Explanation:Paul laments that during his first legal defense, no 

one stood by him. This suggests that he felt abandoned by his 

fellow believers, but he chooses not to hold a grudge, asking God 

not to punish them for it. 

 

Theological evidence:Paul's loneliness in times of trouble is 

a recurring theme in his letters (2 Timothy 1:15). Yet he 
chooses to forgive, following Christ's example (Luke 23:34). 

 

Reflection:This verse is a great example of forgiveness. Even 

though he was abandoned at a crucial moment, Paul does not 

hold a grudge, but leaves justice in God’s hands. In our lives, we 

must practice forgiveness, even when others fail us. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Verse 17: 

"But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me 

the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 

hear. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth." 

Explanation:Although Paul was abandoned by others, he claims 

that the Lord was with him, strengthening him. He was protected 

from imminent danger (the "mouth of the lion") and was able to 

fulfill his mission of preaching the word to the Gentiles. 

 

Theological evidence:The Lord's presence and help are essential 

for God's servants, especially in times of trouble (Isaiah 41:10). 

The expression "the lion's mouth" can refer to the risk of 

imminent death or to real threats to one's life. 

 

Reflection:Even in times of abandonment, we can trust that God 

is with us and will give us the strength to fulfill our purpose. 

God's help sustains and strengthens us, allowing our mission to 

be accomplished. 
 

 

Verse 18: 

"And the Lord will rescue me from every evil work, and will save me 

for His heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen!" 

Explanation:Paul expresses his complete trust in the Lord, who 

will deliver him from all evil and save him for the heavenly 

kingdom. He recognizes that salvation and glory belong to God 

alone, and to Him be given all honor forever. 

 

Theological evidence:Paul's confidence in God's deliverance is 

based on his experience that God has always been present to 
protect him. The idea of 



 
 

 
 

 
"heavenly kingdom" is a reference to eternal life with Christ 

(Philippians 3:20). 

Reflection:Even in the face of imminent death, Paul has a firm 

hope in eternal salvation in Christ. This verse reminds us that 

our true citizenship is in heaven and that God will save us for 

His eternal glory. 
 

 

Verse 19: 

"Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus." 
 

Explanation:Paul sends greetings to Prisca and Aquila, a well- 

known Christian family who had worked with him on many 

occasions, as well as to Onesiphorus, probably a Christian who 

had been faithful to Paul's ministry. 

Theological evidence:Prisca and Aquila are mentioned several 

times as faithful co-workers in the ministry (Acts 18:2; 1 

Corinthians 16:19). Onesiphorus, in turn, is singled out for his 

loyalty to Paul and his willingness to serve (2 Timothy 1:16). 

 

Reflection:The Christian life is marked by mutual support and 

fruitful connections between brothers. We must always cultivate 
relationships that build faith and ministry. 

 

 

Verse 20: 

"Erastus remained in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in 

Miletus." 

Explanation:Paul mentions two of his fellow ministers. Erastus 

remained in Corinth, probably to continue the work there, while 
Trophimus, because he was ill, had to be left at Miletus. 



 
 

 
 

 

Theological evidence:This verse reveals the humanity and reality 

of missionary journeys, which also involve difficulties such as 

illness and distance. Paul, however, was attentive to the needs of 

his team. 

 

Reflection:Even if the ministry faces obstacles and 

difficulties, such as illness and absences, we must continue 

faithfully. God uses every situation to glorify His name and 

build up His church. 
 

 

Verse 21: 

"Try to come before winter. And Eubulus, and Pudens, and Linus, and 

Claudia, and all the brethren, salute you." 

Explanation:Paul asks Timothy to come before winter, 

because of the difficult conditions for traveling during that 

season. He also sends greetings from other brothers in 

Christ. 

Theological evidence:Paul's concern for Timothy's travels shows 

his pastoral concern and affection for his brothers. The mention 

of several brothers demonstrates the communal nature of the 

early church. 

Reflection:This verse shows how Paul valued relationships and 

church unity. The Christian community should be characterized 
by mutual care, including care for the practical aspects of life. 

 
 

 

Verse 22: 

"The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen." 



 
 

 
 

 

Explanation:Paul closes his letter with a blessing of grace and 

the Lord’s presence to Timothy. He expresses the desire that 
God’s grace be with him always. 

Theological evidence:The grace of God is a central theme in 

Paul's letters, being the foundation of the Christian life 

(Ephesians 2:8-9). The presence of the Lord in Timothy's spirit 

is a prayer of spiritual support. 

Reflection:This final blessing reminds us that without God’s 

grace, we can do nothing. We must constantly depend on God’s 
grace and presence to face the challenges of life and ministry. 

 

 

 

Final Reflection on II Timothy 4 

In 2 Timothy 4, Paul shares an overview of his life in ministry, 

with his struggles, victories, and unwavering fervor for the 

cause of Christ, even in the face of imminent death. He 

teaches us, in a profound way, about the importance of 

faithfulness, perseverance, and the divine grace that sustains 

us in all circumstances. 

Paul knew his journey was coming to an end, and yet he 

expresses with deep confidence the certainty of eternal reward. 

He shows us that although the Christian path is often marked by 

challenges and loneliness, we are never alone, for the Lord is 

always with us, strengthening us to fulfill our mission. 

 

 
Furthermore, Paul emphasizes the importance of relationships in 

the body of Christ. Even when facing difficulties, he never loses 

sight of the value of connections with other Christians. He 

acknowledges the support of those who have been with him and 

also the failures of some who have abandoned him, but with a 

generous heart, he asks God to forgive those who were not there 

for him in his time of need. 



 
 

 
 

 
This chapter is an invitation to reflect on our own Christian 

journey. Paul challenges us to remain faithful to our calling, to be 

constant in serving God, and to maintain the confidence that, in 

the end, the divine reward will be eternal. At the same time, he 

reminds us of the importance of grace, forgiveness, and mutual 

cooperation in the body of Christ. May we live with the same 

courage and confidence, knowing that God is with us, guarding 

us and strengthening us for the ministry He has entrusted to us. 


